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CURRENT TRENDS AND PROSPECTS  
FOR THE SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGIOUS CONVERSION

The review article is devoted to the theoretical and methodological study of the 
religious conversion in contemporary sociology. The focus is on the integrative con‑
ceptual models of religious change, formed at the end of the 20th and beginning of 
the 21st century, which try to solve the issue of structure and agency through the 
examination of the process of religious conversion. The paper provides a critical 
analytical evaluation and comparative analysis of the concept of symbolic transfor‑
mation by M. Wohlrab-Sahr, the theory of rational choice of religion by R. Stark and 
R. Finke, the structural-substantial model of conversion by I. Jindra, the concept 
of conversion career by H. Gooren and the unified theoretical model of religiosity 
by J. Stolz. The approaches are considered both from the point of view of their on‑
tological foundations — functional analysis, critical realism, methodological and 
structural individualism — their possibilities and limitations defining the choice of 
the research tools, and in the theoretical context of their origin — current discus‑
sions about secularization, market theory of religion and a cultural approach in the 
sociology of religion. It is concluded that a prospective direction for the sociology 
of religious conversion is the methodology of analytical sociology, which is able to 
identify different mechanisms of religious conversion in relation to relevant contex‑
tual conditions, and the use of the strategy of “explanatory mixed methods”, which 
is able to minimize the problem of validity.
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“BAPTISED TATARS” OR KRYASHENS: SOVIET ETHNIC POLICY 
AND THE SELF-IDENTIFICATION OF TURKIC-SPEAKING ETHNIC 

GROUPS IN THE VOLGA-URAL REGION COMPARED WITH THE 
ALTAI-SAYAN REGION

The article compares the different patterns of the transformation of ethnic and con‑
fessional identities among the Turkic-speaking local ethnic groups of the Volga-
Ural (Kryashens, Nağaybäks) and the Altay-Sayan (the Khakas, Teleuts, Kuman‑
dins, Tubalars and Shors) regions between the 19th‑20th and the beginning of 21st 
centuries. Until recently all the mentioned groups had been associated with “bap‑
tised Tatars” due to their Orthodox religion and Turkic languages. The Soviet eth‑
nic policy towards these groups led to dissimilar results in different regions. In the 
post-Soviet period, they demonstrate both examples of sustainable preservation of 
internal unity and certain separatism. The article analyzes the role of confession 
in these transformations and the ethnic-specific development of the studied groups 
throughout history.
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THE HISTORY OF ETHNOLOGICAL STUDY  
OF OLD BELIEVERS IN BELARUS

The article presents a historiographic analysis of the works, devoted to the formation 
and ethnocultural specificity of the Old Believers living in Belarus. The author iden‑
tifies the main stages in the history of ethnological study of this ethno-confessional 
group, characterizes the research methods and reveals the significance of the works. 
The article attempts to generalize the published research on the topic, arranged 
in chronological order. A number of little-known publications are introduced into 
scientific use. It is concluded that despite the rather large body of research carried 
out to date, a number of important issues have not been covered yet. The history Old 
Believers’ settlement in Belarus and the related demographic processes have been 
studied rather fragmentarily. The traditional culture of the Old Believers has been 
studied only superficially. The ethnic and ethnocultural processes of Old Believers 
in Belarus in the 20th — early 21st centuries have received little attention. There 
is a notable bias towards studies of Old Believers in the south-eastern part of the 
country, while in northern Belarus they are rather poorly studied.
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ELEMENTS OF ZOROASTRISM IN MATERNITY AND HEALING 
RITUALS OF OSSETIANS (ACCORDING TO NARRATIVE SOURCES 

OF THE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURIES)

The article is devoted to one of the most controversial, and therefore the most 
promising areas of modern Ossetian studies, which include the problem of find‑
ing and explaining the traces of Zoroastrianism in the ethnic religion of the Osse‑
tians. V.  I. Abaev categorically denied the possibility of Zoroastrian influence on 
the Scythian-Sarmatian-Alanian religious tradition, which is why the search for 
Zoroastrian elements in the culture of the Ossetians was considered unpromising. 
V.  I. Abaev explained the obvious similarities between the Ossetian ritual tradi‑
tion and Zoroastrianism by the ancient Iranian or even the ancient Indo-European 
community of Iran and Turan, which had been formed even before Zoroastrianism. 
This similarity is usually seen in the cults of fire, water and earth. Nevertheless, the 
results of archaeological research of a later period give grounds for the search for 
Zoroastrian parallels in the Ossetian religious practice. The veneration of these el‑
ements, which goes back to the pre-Zoroastrian ancient Iranian community, is also 
present in Zoroastrianism, but two proper Zoroastrian features mark the Ossetian 
ritual tradition: the cult of cleanliness and an extra careful attitude to livestock. The 
purpose of this article is to analyze some elements of Zoroastrianism in the religious 
cult of the Ossetians, reflected in the narrative written (non-archaeological) sources 
of the 19th — early 20th centuries. The studied features are especially clearly man‑
ifested in the Ossetian rituals of the maternity cycle and in healing magic. The work 
is based on the principle of synchronic research within the K. Levi-Strauss’ struc‑
turalism, which postulates that all cultural systems (language, mythology, religion, 
art, customs, traditions) can be studied as sign systems.
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A NEW RELIGIOUS PRACTICE OF THE MUSLIM  
“ADVENT CALENDAR” AMONG THE GERMAN MUSLIMS  

IN MODERN GERMANY

This study describes the so-called “new” Muslims, Germans who have converted 
to Islam. The subject of the article is the new religious practice of the Muslim “Ad‑
vent calendar” created by Germans who have undergone religious conversion. The 
author applied field ethnographic observation and unformalized interviews with 
informants. The “snowball” sampling method was used to select respondents. The 
present study is the first attempt in Russian historiography to address the issue of 
newly converted Germans based on field materials. The author comes to the fol‑
lowing conclusions: in case of religious alternation, converts can change religious 
practices, that is, they can transform them or construct completely new ones. In our 
study, this is the Muslim “Advent calendar”. The construction of a new religious 
practice can be influenced by personal experiences, fashion or the personal creativ‑
ity of the convert. The use of the Muslim “Advent calendar” not only by converts, 
but also by other German Muslims forms a new ummah in Germany.
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RURAL AND URBAN PRACTICES  
OF WEARING A FEMALE HEAD COVERING IN THE MAGHREB

The article is devoted to women’s head covering practices in the Maghreb countries 
(Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco). Head coverings are an essential part of women’s cos‑
tume in North Africa. Their name, material of manufacture, color, design and meth‑
od of production vary depending on the region and locality, which in turn makes 
this item a kind of visiting card of its owner. The author analyzes two vestimentary 
traditions that had developed by the end of the 19th century — urban (Arab) and 
rural (Berber). Despite the similar shape of veils used by women in the city and in 
the village, these were endowed with different symbolic meanings. In the 20th centu‑
ry, under the conditions of modernization and decolonization, rural and urban veils 
became meaningful in different contexts: for example, urban veils enjoyed greater 
prestige than rural ones, which resulted in them being perceived as national sym‑
bols of the new North African states, and rural veils’ use continued at the level of 
personal daily practices in the regions where they were originally used. The author 
aims to clarify the reason for such different life trajectories of the objects of one 
type.
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FROM HEADSCARF TO HIJAB:  
HEADDRESSES OF MUSLIM ALBANIAN WOMEN  

IN THE 20TH — EARLY 21ST CENTURY

The paper analyzes the transformation of headscarves among Balkan Muslim wom‑
en on the example of Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia and the south of Monte‑
negro. For many centuries, the headdress has been an indispensable element of the 
traditional costume of all the peoples in South-Eastern Europe without exception. 
The spread of Islam, caused by the Ottoman conquest of large areas in the region, 
contributed to the expansion of oriental fashion, including women’s head- and 
bodydresses: ferexhe, çarçaf, etc. The stormy twentieth century brought significant 
changes to the attitude of the Balkans to religion, traditions, stereotypes, moral and 
other foundations of society: in Albania, which built socialism “relying on its own 
strength”, these transformations were especially obvious. In recent years, after the 
democratic transformations in Albania and the disintegration of the former Yugo‑
slavia in the early 1990s, there has been a “revival” of many religious practices 
and a revitalization of the rules for wearing a complex of conditionally “tradition‑
al” costume by followers of Islam. In the streets of the Balkan cities and villages, 
women in hijab are becoming more and more common, which causes ambiguous 
social reaction. Many tend to see this as a threat of religious radicalization in the 
countries of the Western Balkans. Others consider the spread of Muslim fashion as 
a manifestation of tolerance and multiculturalism in the Balkan society. The analy‑
sis proposed by the author is an attempt to decipher the complex cultural code that 
originated in the local archaic and adopted the traditions and attitudes of various 
ethnic and religious communities.
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HIJAB IN PUBLIC SPACE AND POLITICAL DISCOURSE  
IN CONTEMPORARY FRANCE

Since the 1980s due to the growth of the Muslim community, its insufficient integra‑
tion into French society, the processes of re-Islamization, more and more women 
in Muslim headscarves began to appear in the streets of French cities. Hijabs have 
become a visible marker of Muslim identity, at the same time symbolizing processes 
that are very disturbing for French society — gender inequality, a departure from 
the principle of secularism, an Islamic threat to democracy, etc. The internal socio-
cultural dynamics in France turned out to be such that it was in the issue of secular‑
ism where a whole knot of urgent problems related to the problems of integration of 
Muslim migration was concentrated. The outward manifestation of these problems 
was the struggle over the issue of wearing Islamic symbols in public space, which 
began with the “headscarf case” in French schools, where secular education is tra‑
ditionally given great importance. However, this issue soon went beyond education‑
al institutions, the topic of hijabs found itself at the center of a tense socio-political 
struggle, in which representatives of different beliefs clashed — supporters and op‑
ponents of bans on wearing hijabs, who understand the principle of secularism in 
different ways.

The topic of Muslim headscarves turned out to be an integral part of highly 
politicized discourses: about migration in general, about the meaning of the repub‑
lican principle of secularism and freedom of religion; about gender equality and the 
victimization of Muslim women; about the principle of the unity of the nation and 
the prevention of “communitarianism”; about discrimination and “cultural rac‑
ism” in relation to the cultural norms of Muslims, about the inadmissibility of diktat 
regarding clothing issues, including coercion of the policy of removing women’s 
veils, etc. Being one of the most visible symbols of Islam, the hijab is on the border 
of social norms of different spaces: it is seen as normative in the Muslim traditional 
community and as marginal for the majority of the French, who share the values of 
secularism. The article attempts to outline the complexity of political and scientific 
discussions on the “hijab case”, to explain the fact that it has gained such a great 
resonance in French society, causing the adoption of strict legislative measures 
against Muslim veils; and also to compare the attitude towards the hijab of those 
who support and oppose wearing it in everyday life.
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“THE HIJAB ISSUE” IN ITALY:  
THE STATE’S RESPONSE AND THE PUBLIC ATTIDUDE

The article analyzes various aspects of the notorious “hijab issue” in the context of 
Italy, which has become relevant in almost all states of modern Europe in the light 
of the current migration crisis, or “the new migration period”. In particular, while 
in the growing number of European countries that have legalized a ban on tradi‑
tional female Muslim clothing and headdresses (burkas, hijab, niqaab, etc.), and 
most importantly, the appearance of migrant women in such attire in public places, 
in Italy these behavioral norms are not officially ostracized on a national scale, and 
prohibitive legal norms exist only in two regions of the country — Lombardy and 
Veneto. In addition, the study focuses on how broad segments of the population in 
various parts of the country perceive the practice of wearing traditional Muslim 
clothing and head coverings. The author notes the tolerance of a large percentage 
of Italians, especially in the South of the country, towards the foreign cultural habits 
and preferences, largely fueled by more recent traditional behavioral standards, 
ethical and aesthetic norms and “canons” of folk fashion of the titular population 
of Italy itself.
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TRADITIONAL WOMEN’S HEADDRESSES OF CATANZARO  
AND COSENZA: BORROWINGS AND ETHNIC IDENTITY

In Catanzaro and Cosenza, the two largest provinces of the Italian region of Cal‑
abria, traditional women’s costumes are still preserved not only among the Italians, 
but also among various linguistic minority groups. The Arbresh diaspora in south‑
ern Italy, descendants of Albanian settlers, passes their historical clothing from 
generation to generationю It was brought from the Balkans as early as the 15th 
century and changed under the influence of Calabrian culture. One of the key and 
most complex details of any costume is a headdress, which has its own specifics 
and performs not only practical, but also symbolic or identity-related functions. 
The variety of headdresses presented in Calabria is the result of a  centuries-old 
process of formation of historical costumes of both the local population and repre‑
sentatives of the migrant diaspora. The mutual influence of different cultures led to 
the adaptation, modification or disappearance of already existing types of headgear 
and the emergence of new ones. The article examines the main types of traditional 
Calabrian and Arbresh women’s costumes in Catanzaro and Cosenza, and reveals 
the symbolic meaning of headdresses and the specifics of their modern functioning.
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MYTHOLOGEMES OF THE RUSSIAN FAIRY TALES: 
LAYERING OF THE WORLD

The article, based on the Russian and partly Belorussian fairy tales, examines 
a question of vertical structuring of the Universe and its division into three mytho‑
logical layers (tiers) — the universal idea widespread in traditional societies and 
reflected in the mentioned fairy tales. The article represents a brief review of schol‑
ar’s opinions on this idea and demonstrates the ambiguity of the topic. The Rus‑
sian fairy tales show the traces of such worldview system; however, its relatively 
early stages have been preserved in tales to a greater extent due to their special 
traditionalism and the specificity of this genre. This is indicated by predominant 
opposition of two worlds, terrestrial and underground, by the greatest elaboration 
of their imagery and by its partial transfer to the “sky layer (tier)” or to the top of 
the mountain. The author analyses the details of the motif of the hero’s ascent along 
the tree/stalk. By analyzing the portrays of the heavenly bodies the author highlights 
the motifs representing the traces of the universal mythologemes of world creation. 
The article raises the question about the semantics of gold and golden objects in 
Russian fairy tales and considers the motifs reflecting the ideas of the three layers of 
the world through the respective animal characters.

Keywords: Russian fairy tales, cosmogony, three layeres (tiers) of the world, the 
“near sky”, the heavenly bodies in the fairy tales, ascent along the tree/stalk, se‑
mantics of gold
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THE KAMBOJAS OF NORTH-WEST INDIA: ETHNIC HISTORY, 
ETHNO-CULTURAL PROFILE AND CONTEMPORARY IDENTITY

The Kambojas is an ethnic group consisting of a  few dozens of castes partaking 
unique culture and beliefs. The Kambojas used to play significant role in West Pun‑
jab’s history. Following the post-partition genocide in late 1940s the majority of 
them migrated to India. The Kambojas are still in search of their identity, which is 
expressed in attempts to trace their origins to Kshatriya clans mentioned in Ma‑
habharata and to medieval Rajput dynasties. The Kambojas also centre their ethnic 
religious patterns around worship of an XVIII century saint Baba Bhuman Shah. 
The Kambojas have not received sufficient attention in anthropological and eth‑
nographic studies. In Russian, this is the first attempt to analyze the community’s 
identity in contemporary India, to describe its social structure, household manage‑
ment and rituals. The paper is based on materials collected by the author in Dera 
Baba Bhuman Shah (Haryana) from 2012 till 2021 and on his personal experience 
of interactions with the Kambojas.
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STEPPE LAW AND STEPPE DEMOCRACY:  
HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE, MODERNITY AND PROSPECTS

Research on the political culture of the Eurasian steppe peoples led the author to 
believe that the original, “pre-Genghis Khan” political culture of the Eurasian no‑
mads (restored after the collapse of the Genghisid Empire) is closer to European 
than to Eastern, that steppe pastoralists have developed a kind of steppe democracy, 
also restored in the post-Genghisid era. One of the manifestations of this steppe de‑
mocracy is that some steppe peoples have a court similar to the European jury; thus, 
Kazakhs have a biy court. Any respected Kazakh who knew the basics of customary 
law, could be chosen as a biy or a jury for a given trial. Simple cases were solved 
with one biy, a board of biys, sometimes up to 24 people, was selected for complex 
cases. At the same time, the original purpose of introducing such a court was to find 
an alternative to the court of sultans, just as in Europe the jury court replaced the 
court of lords.

Unfortunately, after the Kazakh steppes became part of the Russian Empire, as 
a  result of the ill-conceived policy of the Russian administration the biy became 
permanent judges, although they still were elected. This completely negated the 
positive experience of the biy court. Nevertheless, there is reason to believe that the 
tradition of the latter may still be useful in carrying out democratic reforms in the 
modern judicial system.

Keywords: steppe democracy, European jury court, Kazakh biy court
Author Info: Sitnyansky, Georgy Yu. — Ph.D. in History, Senior Researcher, the 
Russian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and 
Anthropology (Russian Federation, Moscow). E-mail: sitnyan@mail.ru
For citation: Sitnyansky, G. Yu. 2022. Steppe Law and Steppe Democracy: Histo
rical Experience, Modernity and Prospects. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antro‑
pologii). 4: 218–229.

References
Akimbekov, S. 2011. Istoriya stepei. Fenomen gosudarstva Chingishana v istorii Evrazii [The his-

tory of the steppes. The phenomenon of the Genghis Khan State in the history of Eurasia]. 
Almaty: Izdatel’stvo “Tsentr Azii”, 2011. 639 p.

Brusina, O. I. 2016. Obychnoe pravo kochevogo naseleniya Turkestana v sisteme rossiiskogo upra-
vleniya. [The customary law of the nomadic population of Turkestan in the system of Russian 
governance]. In Sredneaziatskiy etnograficheskiy sborink [Central Asian Ethnographic Collec-
tion], ed. by S. N. Abashin and V. I. Bushkov. Issue V. Moscow: Nauka. S. 217–234.

Bykov, A. Yu. 2003. Istoki modernizatsii Kazahstana [The origins of Kazakhstan’s modernization]. 
Barnaul: Izdatel’stvo “Azbuka”. 267 p.

mailto:sitnyan@mail.ru


Grodekov, N. I. 1889. Kirgizy i  karakirgizy Syr-Daryinskoi odlasty. Vol. I.  Yuridicheskiy byt 
[Kyrgyz and Karakirgiz of the Syr-Darya region. Vol. 1. Legal life]. Tashkent: Tipolitografi-
ja S. I. Lakhtina. 298 p.

Ibragimov, I. 1878. Zametki o kirgizskom sude [Notes on the Kyrgyz Court]. Sankt-Peterburg: 
Tipografija V. Kirshbauma. 25 p.

Kopanev, A. I. 1953. Ustavnaya zemskaya gramota tryokh volostei Dvinskogo uezda 25 fevralya 
1552 goda [The charter of the zemstvo of the three volosts of the Dvinsky district on February 
25, 1552]. Istoricheskiy arkhiv. [Historical Archive] 8: 7–20.

Kurylyov, V. P. 1998. Skot, zemlya, obschina u kochevyh i polukochevyh kazahov (vtoraya polovina 
XIX — nachalo XX vv.) [Cattle, land, community among nomadic and semi-nomadic Kazakhs 
(the second half of the XIX — early XX centuries)]. Sankt-Peterburg: Muzei antropologii i et-
nografii. 287 p.

Martin, V. 2001. Law and custom in the Steppe: The Kazakh of the Middle Horde and Russian co‑
lonialism in the nineteenth century. Richmond (UK): Curzon Press. 244 p.

Nukishenkov, A. A. and Yu.  I. Semenov (eds.). 2000. Stepnoy zakon. Obychnoe pravo kazahov, 
kirgizov i Turkmen [Steppe Law. Customary law of Kazakhs, Kyrgyzs and Turkmens]. Moscow: 
Staryi sad. 288 p.

Radlov, V. V. 1989. Iz Sibiri [From Siberia]. Moscow: Glavnaya redaktsiya vostochnoi 
literatury. 749 p.

Shakaev, G. 1966. Protsessual’noe obychnoe pravo kazahov XIX–XX vv. [Procedural customary 
law of the Kazakhs of the XIX–XX centuries]. Ph.D. diss. abstract, Kazakh National University. 
Alma-Ata, 1966. 21 p.

Shahmatov, V. F. 1964. Kazahskaya pastbischno-kochevaya obschina [Kazakh pastoral and nomad-
ic community]. Alma-Ata: Izdatelstvo Akademii Nauk Kazahskoy SSR. 207 p.

Sitnyanskiy, G. Yu. 2021. Zolotaya Orda i evropeiskaya politika (1241–1359) [The Golden Horde 
and European Politics (1241–1359)]. The scientific heritage (Hungary) 81 (4): 12–19.

Sitnyanskiy, G. Yu. 2012. Liberal’noe evraziystvo — oksyumoron ili natsionalnaya ideya dlya Ros-
sii? [Is liberal Eurasianism an oxymoron or a national idea for Russia?] Tsentr Vostoka i Zapada. 
14 aprelya. http://www.mesoeurasia.org/archives/8630.

Sitnyanskiy, G. Yu. 1996. Mirovoy demokraticheskiy protsess i stepnaya traditsiya [World demo-
cratic process and steppe tradition]. Aziya i Afrika segodnya 3: 14–19.

Sitnyanskiy, G. Yu. 2016. Sovmestima li evraziyskaya politicheskaya kul’tura s evropeiskoy [Is the 
Eurasian political culture compatible with the European one]. Istoricheskie issledovaniya 4: 
196–211.

Slovohotov, L. A. 1905. Narodnyi sud obychnogo prava kirgiz Maloy Ordy [The Peoople’s court 
of customary law of the Kyrgyz of Little Horde]. Orenburg: Turgayskaya oblastnaya tipolito-
grafiya. 156 p.

Usenbaev, K. U. 1967. Vosstanie 1916 goda v Kirgizii [The 1916 Uprising in Kirgizia]. Frunze: 
Ilim. 327 p.

Valihanov, Ch. Ch. 1958. Zapiska o sudebnoi reforme [A note on judicial reform]. In Izbrannye 
proizvedeniya [Selected works]. Alma-Ata: Kazgosizdat. S. 196–235.

Wittfogel, K. 1957. Oriental Despotism. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press. 570 p.

http://www.mesoeurasia.org/archives/8630


UDC 39+316.347+316:61
DOI: 10.33876/2311-0546/2022-4/230-245
Original Article

© Nestor Manichkin

THE CUBAN RITE “CAMBIO DE VIDA”:  
THE SUBSTITUTE VICTIMS AND MAGICAL TREATMENT METHODS 

IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The article is devoted to the ritual practice “cambio de vida” which exists in the 
Afro-Caribbean religious and magical traditions, in particular, in Santeria, Ifa and 
Palo Monte. The author shows the structure and logic of the rite which have not 
been detailed in the scientific literature. Particular attention is paid to the imple‑
mentation of this practice in the context of the modern urban and medical infra‑
structure including inpatient care. Witchcraft has become a part of socio-cultural 
bricolage in Cuba. In the individual patient histories, it often complements a mix‑
ture of biomedical therapies and non-conventional healing practices. It is shown 
that witchcraft substitute sacrifice may contribute to the tensions and mistrust. Con‑
versations with informants suggest that the ritual practice of “cambio de vida” gen‑
erates and intensifies the logic of distrust, and the narratives that are formed around 
it correspond to social tension and competitive concerns of the population. The 
moral dubiousness and ambivalence of the described magical practice is noted. The 
article is based on the author’s field research in 2013 and 2019. Using the scientific 
literature related to the issues raised the author aims for a complete description of 
the cambio de vida current existence in Cuba.
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DISEASES AND WAYS TO TREAT THEM IN TRADITIONAL  
AND MODERN MEDICAL AND MAGICAL PRACTICES OF RUSSIANS 

(RUSSIAN NORTH, NORTH-WEST)

The article discusses the archaic traditional and modern bioenergy-informational 
model of the disease, which goes back to the ideas of the new age and exists mainly 
in the urban environment. The study is based on an anthropological approach to the 
disease, which considers it as the invasion of a natural object into the human body 
and the violation of the integrity of its structure, which causes changes in the normal 
functions of the body. The author analyzes traditional ideas about diseases and their 
properties: vitality, the ability to grow, move, think, talk, etc. The causes and etiolo‑
gy of diseases are also considered within the bioenergy-informational model of the 
disease that occurs as a result of violation of the human energy structure. The mod‑
ern notion of the disease is discussed based on the example of the so-called essenc‑
es; the paper outlines similarities and differences in the methods of diagnosis and 
treatment used by traditional healers and modern healers. It also analyzes a case of 
a healer who receives prayers “by contact”. It is concluded that the understanding 
of diseases and methods of their treatment within the bioenergy-informational mod‑
el, based on religious beliefs and healing practices from different ethnic traditions, 
are eclectic and syncretic. At the same time, the model turned out to be significantly 
influenced by Russian folk and Christian traditions, which allowed it to evolve into 
a unique ethno-medical system.
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HOW DOES A HUNTER TURN FROM A PREDATOR INTO A PREY? 
THE INTERACTION OF A MAN AND THE GUARDIAN SPIRIT  

IN THE CONTEMPORRAY BELIEFS OF THE ALTAIAN HUNTERS

Death is rarely mentioned in everyday life. However, the Altaians eagerly speak 
about the causes of death, unless these are illness or accident. Such stories about 
the guardian spirits’ punishments for the immoral behaviour are rarely seen as mys‑
tical or supernatural, which is typical for the Altaians. This article is an attempt to 
explore the modern Altaians’ beliefs about the ways of interaction of humans and 
the guardian spirit of Altai. The hunting practices, which, according to Russian and 
foreign scientists’ research, have rather ancient roots, are passed from the older 
to the younger generation. Importantly, the complex of beliefs about the guardian 
spirits of Altai existed among all the peoples who lived within this mountain system, 
which is currently divided by the borders of four states: Russia, Kazakhstan, China 
and Mongolia. Similarly, all the peoples of the Great Altai believed or still believe 
that the guardian spirit could punish for unrighteous conduct. The cultural norms 
of the Altaians, in particular, suggest only one way to safely interact with Altaidyn 
Eezi: follow the rules of reciprocity, avoid poaching, sing praises to Altai, protect 
life in every manifestation.
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THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITY  
OF (NEO)SHAMANS AND HEALERS OF SAKHA:  

FROM TRADITION TO MODERNITY

The article is devoted to the transformation of the healing activity of Yakut healers 
and (neo)shamans. Referring to the field materials collected in Yakutsk and eight 
uluses of the Republic of Sakha, and to the relevant ethnographic literature, the 
author offers an overview of the methods currently used by Yakut practitioners and 
demonstrates the specifics of their social organization. An analysis of the transfor‑
mations of ethnographic material reveals both the change in a number of surviving 
traditional methods and the emergence of new ones. This happens in the context of 
general sociocultural processes, such as the institutionalization and commercial‑
ization of sacred specialists, information globalization, and the development of in‑
tercultural interactions and connections. Particular attention is paid to the healing 
and cultural activities of algyschyts — priests who preserve and develop the art of 
spiritual blessings.
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(NEO)SHAMANISM AND SHAMANIC PRACTICES OF THE PRESENT: 
FROM THE “REVIVAL OF SHAMANISM” TO ECSTATIC TRANCE

The article deals with individual practices of (neo)shamanism, widespread in the 
XXI century, against the background of the characteristics of the general situation 
with the “revival of shamanism” in the late XX — early XXI centuries. The national-
cultural revival of the post–Soviet period transformed shamanism, changing its form 
of existence from individual to collective, with an emphasis on spiritual healing, on 
the one hand, and on religious activity, on the other. The “revival of shamanism”, 
which led to the widespread spread of neoshamanism, largely stimulated the emer‑
gence of various new (or relatively new, borrowed in the West) practices. There are 
two lines of development of magical and mystical practices in the country: (1) with 
a focus on national roots and (2) with direct or explicit use of Western knowhow in 
this area. Within the framework of the former, shamanic organizations were created 
and power verticals were built within shamanism, which had never known such 
ideas and concepts before; now this has led to the appearance of the persona of the 
“Supreme shaman of Russia”. The latter sought to form and spread new variants of 
creative/spiritual activity, not being confined within the scope of one practice and 
culture, but, according to the ideas of globalization, tried to establish large-scale 
contacts with representatives of different countries, peoples, cultures. Both of these 
approaches did not concentrate in their geographical bindings on the same territo‑
ry/country. They also did not stop in their creative development and transformation 
of practices. Using the example of several cases, the article examines and analyzes 
individual groups that associate their activities with the idea of shamanism, as well 
as the processes taking place with “shamanism” in our country and abroad. Atten‑
tion is drawn to the magical and medical component in the activities of the groups 
under consideration and the persons who head them, including their functioning 
during the pandemic.
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THE MAIN BIOLOGICAL SPECIES CONCEPTS  
AND THEIR FUNCTIONAL POTENTIAL IN PALEOANTHROPOLOGY

The classical definition of “species” formulated by E. Mayr is based on reproduc‑
tive isolation of a group, which is impossible to study when the group is extinct. 
Such studies of hominins are further hampered by the fragmentary nature of paleo‑
anthropological fossils and the incompleteness of the paleoanthropological chroni‑
cle. But the wide range of conceptual approaches to define the concept of “species” 
available in scientific publications allows us to study “species” within paleoanthro‑
pology as a scientific field. In the article, twenty-two concepts of a biological spe‑
cies in paleoanthropology are examined for their functional potential. Species of the 
Homo and Australopithecus genera are compared. An overview of environmental, 
demographic, migration factors, as well as factors of sexual selection and systemat‑
ic constructions is given. The article also highlights the achievements and prospects 
of genetic research of the genus Homo for understanding the category “species”. 
Three groups of concepts were identified: “operational”, “partly operational” and 
“non-operational” in paleoanthropology. For the first two groups, the article shows 
possible ways of their application to the study of the category of “species” within 
the Homo genus with a specific example for a “partly operational” concept.
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SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN FEMALE HAMADRYAS 
BABOONS OF DIFFERENT ONE-MALE UNITS

Spatial information is of great importance for solving a number of behavioral is‑
sues. This line of research involves a broader understanding of the social organi‑
zation and behavior of animals in a group. Although a number of sреcial works are 
devoted to this issue, the nature of spatial relationships in female hamadryas ba‑
boons is unsatisfactorily covered in the scientific literature, which undoubtedly calls 
for studying this issue. The purpose of this paper is to analyze spatial relationships 
in female hamadryas baboons belonging to different harems, and the correlation be‑
tween the spatial position of females and the quality of relationships between them. 
In total, 253 pairs of female hamadryas baboons belonging to different harems were 
analyzed. Study of the spatial relationships of adult females of hamadryas baboons 
showed that neither the size of a one-male unit, nor the age of the females, the kin‑
ship, or their rank influenced the tendency of harem females to maintain a distance 
of 6 to 10 meters with other females of the group. It was established that the spatial 
relationships between the females of the group can help to assess the affiliative 
relationships and serve as the predictors of their social interactions, and influence 
the cohesion and integrity of the group as a whole. We believe that the new data ob‑
tained on the spatial structure of these animals can shed light on the role of female 
behavior in the social organization of hamadryas baboons, as well as on under‑
standing the evolutionary history of the hominin lineage.
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ANCIENT MAN FROM DMANISI 3444. 
CRANIAL STUDY, CRANIOFACIAL RECONSTRUCTION

This work is devoted to the study of a skull from Dmanisi locality (Dmanisi D3444/
D3900 (Skull 4)), Georgia. The find is represented by a complete skull with a lower 
jaw. A distinctive feature of the individual is the almost complete absence of teeth 
in both jaws and significant atrophy of the alveolar processes. The skull was stud‑
ied using the program of angular morphometry against a wide comparative back‑
ground of early hominids, including Australopithecus and early Homo and a young 
individual from the same Dmanisi locality (D2700). The appearance of the individ‑
ual was evaluated according to the graphic and sculptural facial reconstructions 
from skulls. The skull has strong well-developed muscular relief, a  rather large 
bizygomatic width and a marked narrowing behind the orbit. Multivariate analysis 
of a number of craniotrigonometric parameters showed that the skulls of young and 
old individuals from Dmanisi are quite different and, most likely, they did not belong 
to a single population. In a number of features, the Dmanisi hominins are similar 
to the erectoid forms from Africa and to the “Hobbit” from the Flores Island. The 
appearance on the facial reconstructions is distinguished by a sloping narrow fore‑
head, strongly protruding cheekbones, a long flattened upper lip, and a noticeably 
protruding nose with a slight hump.
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COMMON UPPER PALEOLITHIC HUMAN REMAINS —  
NEW CHALLENGES

The digest discusses the key Upper Paleolithic paleoanthropological finds in the 
context of the recent studies: new dating, new archaeological attribution, genetic 
data. The authors identify three key problems of the Upper Paleolithic from the point 
of view of a biological anthropologist. First, the problem of the taxonomic rank of 
the Neanderthals and their role in the origin of the European Upper Paleolithic 
population. It is noted that the idea of transformation of Homo neanderthalensis 
into Homo sapiens develops into the idea of hybridization of sapiens and Neander‑
thals. The second problem is the origin of the “bearers” of symbiotic “transitional” 
cultures of the Upper Paleolithic. It is concluded that the virtual absence of human 
remains associated with these cultures makes it impossible for paleoanthropologists 
to answer the question of how the appearance of these people was formed. And 
thirdly, the authors consider the problem of the physical appearance of the inhab‑
itants of Europe, makers of the first autochthonous Upper Paleolithic industry — 
Gravettian. It is shown that the craniological characteristics of the male crania of 
the Aurignacian and Gravettes cultures, against the background of summary data 
on European Upper Paleolithic crania, demonstrate the similarity of these groups, 
but, unfortunately, this similarity is not very convincing due to the small number of 
observations. Even though the questions formulated as problems do not find unam‑
biguous answers, the arousal itself sets the direction for further research on Upper 
Paleolithic Homo sapiens.
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The article is devoted to the analysis, evaluation, reviewing of Valeriy S.  Han’s 
monograph “Historiography of the Koreans of Central Asia: Main directions and 
stages of development”, published in 2021. The book certainly deserves it, as it has 
a number of undoubtedly important merits. First, it is voluminous and comprehen-
sive (624 pages and more than 630 references and sources used); second, it is highly 
relevant. There have been virtually no historiographic works summarizing and clas-
sifying the already very rich database (more than a thousand of publications on the 
Koreans of tsarist Russia, the USSR, and the CIS, and hundreds of publications on 
the Koreans of Soviet and post-Soviet Central Asia) so far. Third, the author criti-
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pseudoscientific, amateur exercises in the field of “supposedly Korean studies”.
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The book being reviewed is a study of the impact of industrial development in the 
Tazovsky district of Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug (YNAO) on the local indige‑
nous people. The authors relied on their own view in the description and developed 
their own methodology. The book is based on the authors’ field materials and archi‑
val sources reflecting the situation of industrial impact on the indigenous peoples of 
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es of the research in the context of similar anthropological studies.
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