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KOREANS OF CENTRAL ASIA: MAIN DIRECTIONS AND STAGES OF 

DEVELOPMENT” TASHKENT: BAKTRIA PRESS, 2021. 624 P.

The article is devoted to the analysis, evaluation, reviewing of Valeriy S.  Han’s 
monograph “Historiography of the Koreans of Central Asia: Main directions and 
stages of development”, published in 2021. The book certainly deserves it, as it has 
a number of undoubtedly important merits. First, it is voluminous and comprehen-
sive (624 pages and more than 630 references and sources used); second, it is highly 
relevant. There have been virtually no historiographic works summarizing and clas-
sifying the already very rich database (more than a thousand of publications on the 
Koreans of tsarist Russia, the USSR, and the CIS, and hundreds of publications on 
the Koreans of Soviet and post-Soviet Central Asia) so far. Third, the author criti-
cally evaluates numerous publications on Korean studies and is strict with himself 
as well. He strived to scientifically define the emergence of new global phenomena, 
including the formation of a new subethnic community and a new global stage in 
the evolution of the Korean people at the level of a “meta-nation,” explaining the 
subethnic entity, “Koryo Saram”, based on strict scientific principles and extensive 
discussions with leading experts in Korean studies from various countries. Fourth, 
the uncompromising desire to achieve a rigorous scientific approach based on the 
standards, principles, and criteria of academic science in Korean studies both in 
their own country and in other post-Soviet states amidst the currently widespread 
pseudoscientific, amateur exercises in the field of “supposedly Korean studies”.
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