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FROM HEADSCARF TO HIJAB:
HEADDRESSES OF MUSLIM ALBANIAN WOMEN
IN THE 20TH — EARLY 21ST CENTURY

The paper analyzes the transformation of headscarves among Balkan Muslim wom-
en on the example of Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia and the south of Monte-
negro. For many centuries, the headdress has been an indispensable element of the
traditional costume of all the peoples in South-Eastern Europe without exception.
The spread of Islam, caused by the Ottoman conquest of large areas in the region,
contributed to the expansion of oriental fashion, including women's head- and
bodydresses: ferexhe, ¢arcaf, etc. The stormy twentieth century brought significant
changes to the attitude of the Balkans to religion, traditions, stereotypes, moral and
other foundations of society: in Albania, which built socialism “relying on its own
strength”, these transformations were especially obvious. In recent years, after the
democratic transformations in Albania and the disintegration of the former Yugo-
slavia in the early 1990s, there has been a “revival” of many religious practices
and a revitalization of the rules for wearing a complex of conditionally “tradition-
al” costume by followers of Islam. In the streets of the Balkan cities and villages,
women in hijab are becoming more and more common, which causes ambiguous
social reaction. Many tend to see this as a threat of religious radicalization in the
countries of the Western Balkans. Others consider the spread of Muslim fashion as
a manifestation of tolerance and multiculturalism in the Balkan society. The analy-
sis proposed by the author is an attempt to decipher the complex cultural code that
originated in the local archaic and adopted the traditions and attitudes of various
ethnic and religious communities.

Keywords: headdress, Albanians, Western Balkans, tradition, religious activism,
costume complex

Author Info: Novik, Alexander A. — Ph.D. in History, Head of the Department
of European Studies, Leading Researcher, Peter the Great Museum of Anthropolo-
gy and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Russian
Federation, Saint-Petersburg); Saint Petersburg State University, Faculty of Phi-
lology, L. A. Verbitskaya Department of General Linguistics (Russian Federation,
Saint-Petersburg). E-mail: njual@mail.ru ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-
1123-1109

For citation: Novik, A. A. 2022. From Headscarf to Hijab: Headdresses of Muslim
Albanian Women in the 20th — Early 21st century. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik
Antropologii). 4: 101-122.



mailto:njual@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1123-1109
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1123-1109

References

Andreeva, R. P. 1997. Entsiklopediia mody [Fashion Encyclopedia]. St. Petersburg: Litera: 416 p.

Cocaj, N. 2014. Hasi — enciklopedi etnokulturore [Has — Ethnocultural Encyclopedia]. Vol. II,
Gjeografia, trashégimia familjare, jeta sociale [Geography, Family Heritage, Social Life], ed.
by H. Maloku. Durrés: Mileniumi i ri. 768 p.

Duijzings, G. 2001. Religion and the Politics of Identity in Kosovo. New York: Columbia University
Press. 250 p.

Elbasani, A. and O. Roy. 2015. The Revival of Islam in the Balkans: From Identity to Religiosity.
London: Palgrave Macmillan. 257 p.

Elmo, 1., 1995. Ori e Costumi degli Albanesi [Gold and Costumes of the Albanians]. Vol. I-II.
Castrovillari: Il Coscile. 698 p.

Glenny, M. 2001. The Balkans: Nationalism, War & the Great Powers, 1804—1999. Toronto:
Penguin Books. 726 p.

Gjergji, A. 1988. Veshjet shqiptare né shekuj. Origjina. Tipologjia. Zhvillimi [ Albanian Clothes for
Centuries. Origin. Typology. Development]. Tirané: Akademia e Shkencave e RPS té€ Shqipérisé;
Instituti i Kulturé€s Popullore. 288 p.

Halimi-Statovci, D. 2009. Veshjet shqiptare t¢ Kosovés [Kosovo Albanian Costumes]. Prishting:
Instituti Albanologjik i Prishtinés. 455 p.

Ivanova, Yu. V. 2006. Albantsy i ikh sosedi [ Albanians and their Neighbors]. Moscow: Nauka. 368 p.

Kolste, P. (ed.) 2016. Strategies of Symbolic Nation-building in South Eastern Europe. London &
New York: Routledge. 300 p.

Kozhanovsky, A. 2021. Muslim Headscarf in Modern Spain. Etnografia 1: 187-206. https://doi.
org/10.31250/2618-8600-2022-1(15)-187-206

Martynova, M. Yu. 1998. Balkanskiy krizis: narody i politika [The Balkan Crisis: Peoples and
Politics]. Moscow: Staryy sad. 466 p.

Martynova, M. Yu. 2014. Bosniytsy, boshnyaki, musul’mane: kollizii identichnostey [Bosnians,
Bosniaks, Muslims: Collisions of Identities]. In Slavyane-musul’mane na Balkanakh: yazyk,
kul tura, identichnost’ [Muslim Slavs in the Balkans: Language, Culture, Identity], edited by
Ye. S. Uzenova. Moscow: Institut Slavjanovedeni’a RAN. 9-62.

Mehmeti, L. 2017. Kosovar Identity: Challenging Albanian National Identity. Australia and New
Zealand Journal of European Studies 9 (1): 16-25. 10 p. https://www.esaanz.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2017/11/2-Kosovar-Identity-Challenging-Albanian-National-Identity-dragged.pdf
(accessed: 10.05.2022).

Merdjanova, 1. 2013. Rediscovering the Umma: Muslims in the Balkans between Nationalism and
Transnationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 216 p.

Mesari¢, A. 2013. Wearing Hijab in Sarajevo: Dress Practices and the Islamic Revival in Post-war
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Anthropological Journal of European Cultures 22 (2): 12-34. https://doi.
org/10.3167/ajec.2013.220202

Novik, A. 2010-2014. Albanians in Albania, Kosovo, F.Y.R.O.M., Montenegro, Serbia and Greece:
Seeing the Neighbourhood of the Western Balkans. Revue Association Internationale d’Etudes
du Sud-Est Europeen [Bucharest]. / Castilia Manea-Grgin ed. 40-44: 410-423.

Novik, A. A. 2011. Ukrasheniia arbreshei Italii [Jewelry of the Arbéreshé people in Italy]. In
Materialy polevykh issledovanii MAE RAN [Materials of Field Research MAE RAS], ed. by
E. G. Fedorova. St. Petersburg: MAE RAN. 133-154.

Novik, A. A. 2013. Nablyudeniya nad material’noy kul’turoy [Observations on Material Culture]. In
Golo Bordo (Gollobordé), Albaniya. Iz materialov balkanskoy ekspeditsii RAN i SPbGU 2008-2010
gg. [Golo Bordo (Gollobordé), Albania. From the Materials of the Balkan Expedition of the Russian
Academy of Sciences and St. Petersburg State University 2008-2010], ed. by A. N. Sobolev and
A. A. Novik. Vol. 6. Saint Petersburg: Nauka; Miinchen: Verlag Otto Sagner. 118—129.



https://doi.org/10.31250/2618-8600-2022-1(15)-187-206 
https://doi.org/10.31250/2618-8600-2022-1(15)-187-206 
https://www.esaanz.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2-Kosovar-­Identity-­Challenging-­Albanian-­National-­Identity-­dragged.pdf
https://www.esaanz.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2-Kosovar-­Identity-­Challenging-­Albanian-­National-­Identity-­dragged.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3167/ajec.2013.220202
https://doi.org/10.3167/ajec.2013.220202

Novik, A. A. 2022. Bitva za khidzhab: golovnoy ubor musul’manok na Zapadnykh Balkanakh v
nachale XXI v. [The Battle for the Hijab: the Headdress of Muslim Women in the Western
Balkans at the Beginning of the 21st century]. In Moda i dizayn: istoricheskiy opyt — novyye
tekhnologii. Materialy XXV mezhdunarodnoy nauchnoy konferentsii. Sankt-Peterburg, 25-28
maya 2022 g. [Fashion and Design: Historical Experience — New Technologies. Proceedings
of the XXV International Scientific Conference. St. Petersburg, May 25-28, 2022], edited by
N. M. Kalashnikova. Saint Petersburg: FGBOUVO “SPbGUPTD”. 296-300.

Novik, A., Sobolev, A. 2016. The Traditional Wedding Costume of the Mrkoviéi in Montenegro:
between Real Heritage and Folk Construction (Materials of the Russian Expeditions in 2012—
2014). Folklore. Electronic Journal of Folklore 66: 15-36. https://doi.org/10.7592/FEJF2016.66.
novik_sobolev (accessed: 10.05.2022).

Pulaha, S. 1984. Popullsia shqiptare gjaté shekujve XV-XVI: studime dhe dokumente [ The Albanian
Population during the XV-XVI Centuries: Studies and Documents]. Tiran€: Akademia e
Shkencave e RPS té Shqipérisé; Instituti i Historis€. 721 p.

Smirnova, N. D. 2003. Istoriya Albanii v XX veke [History of Albania in the 20th Century]. Moscow:
Nauka. 432 s.

Suloeva, M. A. 2020. Rol’ i funktsionirovanie traditsionnoi zhenskoi odezhdy arbreshei Italii v
sovremennom sotsiokul’turnom prostranstve [The Role and Functioning of Traditional Women’s
Clothing Arbéreshé of Italy in the Modern Socio-Cultural Space]. Vestnik antropologii 4 (52):
45-64. https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2020-52-4/45-63

Tirta, M. 2006. Etnologjia e shqiptaréve [Ethnology of Albanians]. Tirané: GEER. 540 p.



https://doi.org/10.7592/FEJF2016.66.novik_sobolev
https://doi.org/10.7592/FEJF2016.66.novik_sobolev
https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2020-52-4/45-63

