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A NEW RELIGIOUS PRACTICE OF THE MUSLIM  
“ADVENT CALENDAR” AMONG THE GERMAN MUSLIMS  

IN MODERN GERMANY

This study describes the so-called “new” Muslims, Germans who have converted 
to Islam. The subject of the article is the new religious practice of the Muslim “Ad‑
vent calendar” created by Germans who have undergone religious conversion. The 
author applied field ethnographic observation and unformalized interviews with 
informants. The “snowball” sampling method was used to select respondents. The 
present study is the first attempt in Russian historiography to address the issue of 
newly converted Germans based on field materials. The author comes to the fol‑
lowing conclusions: in case of religious alternation, converts can change religious 
practices, that is, they can transform them or construct completely new ones. In our 
study, this is the Muslim “Advent calendar”. The construction of a new religious 
practice can be influenced by personal experiences, fashion or the personal creativ‑
ity of the convert. The use of the Muslim “Advent calendar” not only by converts, 
but also by other German Muslims forms a new ummah in Germany.

Keywords: Germans-converters, religious conversion, religious practice, religious 
alternation, German Muslims, Muslim «advent calendar», Germany
Author Info: Riazanova, Elvina F. — Ph.D. in History, Junior Researcher, the 
Russian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and 
Anthropology (Russian Federation, Moscow). E-mail: elvinaryazanova@gmail.
com
For citation: Riazanova, E. F. 2022. A New Religious Practice of the Muslim “Ad-
vent Calendar” Among the German Muslims in Modern Germany. Herald of An‑
thropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 4: 72–82.
Funding: The study was carried out as a part of the research plan of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and 
Anthropology.

References
Gartrell, D. and Z.  Shannon. 1985. Contacts, cognitions, and conversion: A  rational choice ap-

proach. Review of Religious Research. 27 (1): 32–48. https://doi.org/10.2307/3511936
James, W. 1958. The varieties of religious experience: A study in human nature. New York: New 

American Library. 415 p.
Lofland, J. and R. Stark. 1965. Becoming a world-saver: A theory of conversion to a deviant per-

spective. American Sociological Review. 30 (6): 862–875. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-
1224%28196512%2930%3A6%3C862%3ABAWATO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Z

Rambo, L. 1993. Understanding religious conversion. New Haven, CT and London: Yale Univer-
sity Press. 240 p.

mailto:elvinaryazanova%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:elvinaryazanova%40gmail.com?subject=
https://doi.org/10.2307/3511936
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-1224%28196512%2930%3A6%3C862%3ABAWATO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Z
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-1224%28196512%2930%3A6%3C862%3ABAWATO%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Z


Riazanova, E. F. 2019. Faktory prinyatiya nemcami islama. Opyt etnokonfessional’nogo issledo-
vaniya [The factors behind the adoption of Islam by Germans: The experience of an ethno-
confessional research]. Istoricheskij zhurnal: nauchnye issledovaniya 2: 21–28. http://www.
nbpublish.com/library_read_article.php?id=29045

Riazanova, E. F. 2019. Osobennosti religioznyh praktik nemok-musul’manok v sovremennoj Ger-
manii (na primere zemli Meklenburg-Perednyaya Pomeraniya i goroda Gamburg) [Features of 
the religious practices of the German-Muslim women in modern Germany (on the Example of 
the land of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and of the Hamburg)]. Vestnik YAroslavskogo Gumani‑
tarnogo Universiteta imeni P. G. Demidova. Seriya: Gumanitarnye nauki 4: 40–43.

Riazanova, E. F. 2020. Izmenenie kul’tury pitaniya i pishchevyh tradicij posle religioznoj konversii 
u nemcev-musul’man [Change of food culture and traditions of Muslim Germans after reli-
gious conversion]. Chelovek i  kul’tura 3: 94–103. https://nbpublish.com/library_read_article.
php?id=32181

Snow, D. and R.  Machalek. 1984. The sociology of conversion. Annual Review of Sociology 10: 
167–190. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/234838262_The_Sociology_of_Conversion

Travisano, R. 1970. Alternation and conversion as qualitatively different transformations. In Social 
psychology through symbolic interaction / ed. G. P. Stone and H. A. Faberman. MA: Ginn-
Blaisdell. P. 594–606.

Wandt, L. 2013. Konvertiten in Deutschland. Die übersehene Vielfalt [Converts in Germany. The 
overlooked diversity]. In Medien Dienst Integration [Digital resource]. https://mediendienst-in-
tegration.de/artikel/die-unsichtbare-vielfalt.html (accessed: 15.09.2018).

http://www.nbpublish.com/library_read_article.php?id=29045
http://www.nbpublish.com/library_read_article.php?id=29045
https://nbpublish.com/library_read_article.php?id=32181
https://nbpublish.com/library_read_article.php?id=32181
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/234838262_The_Sociology_of_Conversion
https://mediendienst-integration.de/artikel/die-unsichtbare-vielfalt.html
https://mediendienst-integration.de/artikel/die-unsichtbare-vielfalt.html

