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“BAPTISED TATARS” OR KRYASHENS: SOVIET ETHNIC POLICY
AND THE SELF-IDENTIFICATION OF TURKIC-SPEAKING ETHNIC
GROUPS IN THE VOLGA-URAL REGION COMPARED WITH THE
ALTAI-SAYAN REGION

The article compares the different patterns of the transformation of ethnic and con-

fessional identities among the Turkic-speaking local ethnic groups of the Volga-
Ural (Kryashens, Nagaybdks) and the Altay-Sayan (the Khakas, Teleuts, Kuman-
dins, Tubalars and Shors) regions between the 19th-20th and the beginning of 21st
centuries. Until recently all the mentioned groups had been associated with “bap-
tised Tatars” due to their Orthodox religion and Turkic languages. The Soviet eth-
nic policy towards these groups led to dissimilar results in different regions. In the
post-Soviet period, they demonstrate both examples of sustainable preservation of
internal unity and certain separatism. The article analyzes the role of confession
in these transformations and the ethnic-specific development of the studied groups
throughout history.
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