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PRIVATE FUNERALS IN THE SOVIET UNION:  
FROM INFRASTRUCTURE TO GRASSROOTS REGULATION  

AND SELF-SUPPLY PRACTICES

The article shows how the breakdown of the funeral infrastructure that occurred in 
the first post‑revolutionary years led to the emergence of grassroots funeral prac‑
tices. The article describes the causes of the crisis. Based on materials from sourc‑
es of personal origin and archival sources, the reaction of contemporaries to the 
difficulties of burying the dead is shown, as well as the emergence of grassroots 
funeral practices, including those where relatives and friends of the deceased solved 
the problem of lack of professional assistance during burial. In fact, the families 
of the deceased had to assume the main responsibility for providing funerals for 
ordinary citizens. Funeral homes were replaced by handicraftsmen who provided 
separate funeral services as a source of additional income. Although the most acute 
manifestations of the funeral crisis disappeared relatively quickly, the practices of 
self‑sufficiency that arose as a result of the crisis took hold and became systemic in 
later periods.
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