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TRANSFORMATION OF TRADITIONAL MORDOVIAN MEN’S 
UNDERWEAR CLOTHING

The article aims to study the changes in the male underwear clothing as an essential 
element of the material culture of the Mordovian people. Mordva was the first large 
ethnic group to join Russia in the middle of the XVI century. The Christianization 
of the Mordva started from that moment on and played a significant role in its rap‑
prochement with the Russian people. As a result of close intercultural contacts with 
different ethnic groups, especially with Russians, the Mordovian men’s costume re‑
flected influences of other cultures, beliefs, rites, and traditions. The most notable 
changes in the traditional Mordovian costume were observed in the late XIX — ​first 
quarter of the XX century and are associated with the use of factory-made fabric and 
borrowing individual costume elements from neighboring peoples living in Volga-
Urals. The study of the literature on the topic showed that ethnographic sources 
and Mordovian folklore provide the most detailed descriptions of the manufacture 
of shirts, color selection, material, and clothing choice according to the season.
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