UDC 39

DOI: 10.33876/2311-0546/2022-2/310-319
Original Article

© Marina Bakhmatova

THE CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR SOUND AND AUDIOVISUAL
HERITAGE OF ITALY: THE PAST AND PRESENT

The paper is dedicated to the history of the creation of the Central Institute for
Sound and Audiovisual Heritage of Italy and the exploration of the heuristic possi-

bilities offered by its storage. The foundation of the Institute stems from the legacy
of the private collection of audio recordings “The Words of the Greatest”, donated
in 1927 to the Italian State. The first name of the Institute was “State Records”,

since the first archive mostly consisted of audio recordings on phonograph records.

Thanks to the efforts of its first Director, video recordings were added to the collec-

tion. Moreover, the archive began to evolve from a deposit of mainly propaganda

recordings to a scientific institution for the collection and conservation of audio and
video sources. Having successfully survived the Fascist Era, the Institute became the
largest center for the collection of recordings coming from different sources, such as
the renowned Sanremo music festival, rich private collections of Italian folklore, ar-

tifacts from the history of recording instruments, as well as the mandatory copies of
all audio and video documents produced in Italy. In addition, the Institute stores the
unique access point to the Archives for Visual History of the state archives, which

include interviews with the Italian victims of the Holocaust, as well as the databases
of the Steven Spielberg Shoah Foundation. The sources of the Institute can be of
considerable interest to historians, ethnologists, and anthropologists.

Keywords: State records, Central Institute for Sound and Audiovisual Heritage of
Italy, audio recording, visual sources, Holocaust, folklore, discography, phonograph
record, Italian song, unique access point

For citation: Bakhmatova, M. 2022. The Central Institute for Sound and
Audiovisual Heritage of Italy: the past and present. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik
Antropologii) 2: 310-319.

Author Info: Bakhmatova, Marina N. — Ph.D. (Hist.), Associate Professor,
Faculty of History, Department of Ethnology, Lomonosov Moscow State University
(27 Lomonosovsky Prospect, Bld. 4, Moscow, Russia). E-mail: mbakhmatova@
gmail.com ORCID: 0000-0003-0189-3050

References

Agamennone, M. (a cura di). 2003. L’ eredita di Diego Carpitella: etnomusicologia, antropologia
e ricerca storica nel Salento e nell’area mediterranea: atti del convegno [The legacy of Diego
Carpitella: ethnomusicology, anthropology and historical research in Salento and the Mediter-
ranean area: Proceedings of the conference]. Calatina, 21-23 giugno 2002. Verbamudi. Vol. 52.
Lecce.

Aquilanti, F. 2008. Servizi di rete e promozione dei beni audiovisivi [Network Services and pro-
motion of audiovisual goods] In I/ suono e I'immagine: tutela, valorizzazione e promozione dei


mailto:mbakhmatova@gmail.com
mailto:mbakhmatova@gmail.com

beni audiovisivi [Sound And Image: Protection, Enhancement and promotion of audiovisual
goods] / a cura di M. Pistacchi. Bari Ed. Edipuglia. P. 9-15.

Bachiddu, E. et al. Vive voci. L’intervista fonte di documentazione [There are voices. The inter-
view source of documentation] / a cura di M. Pistacchi M. Roma: Donzelli Editore, 2010.
https://books.google.ru/books/about/Vive_voci.html?id=PnYFOTHfrvMCé&redir_esc=y (date
accessed 20.10.2021).

Blasco, L. Archivio sonoro [Sound Archive]. http://www.archiviosonoro.org/archivio-sonoro/
archivio-sonoro-campania/fondo-istituto-centrale-per-la-demoetnoantropologia-campania/
luciano-blasco.html (date accessed 20.10.2021).

Blasi, A. 2008. La gestione della collezione audiovisiva della Discoteca di Stato — Museo Au-
diovisivo [the management of the audiovisual collection of the state Disco — audiovisual Mu-
seum] In 7/ suono e l'immagine: tutela, valorizzazione e promozione dei beni audiovisivi [Sound
And Image: Protection, Enhancement and promotion of audiovisual assets] / a cura di Pistacchi
M. Bari: Ed. Edipuglia. P. 27-32.

Catelli R. (a cura di) L iconografia balneare nelle copertine dei 45 giri italiani degli Anni Sessanta.
ICBSA [The bathing iconography in the covers of the 45 Italian tours of the Sixties. ICBSA].
http://www.icbsa.it/index.php?it/523/tipi-da-spiaggia (date accessed 20.10.2021).

Criscuoli, S. 1978. L’assassinio di Moro [The Assassination of Moro]. L’Unita. Anno LV. N 110.
10 maggio 1978. URL: https://archivio.unita.news/assets/main/1978/05/10/page 001.pdf (date
accessed 20.10.2021).

De Angelis A. 1955. La Discoteca di Stato [The State Disco]. Studi romani. 3 (mar. — apr. 1955). N. 2.
De Paci E. (a cura di). 1963. Catalogo delle edizioni e registrazioni della Discoteca di Stato [Ca-
talogue of the editions and recordings of the disco di Stato]. Roma. Discoteca di Stato: 1963.
Del Boca, A. 1985. Italiani in Africa Orientale: Dall Unita alla Marcia su Roma [Italians in East

Africa: from Unity to the march on Rome]. Bari: Ed. Laterza.

Pasticci, S. (a cura di). 2018. Musica e identita nel Novecento italiano: il caso di Gavino Gabriel
[Music and identity in the Italian Twentieth Century: the case of Gavino Gabriel]. Lucca: LIM.

Redi, R.2009. La Cines. Storia di una casa di produzione italiana [La Cines. A History of an Italian
film production company]. Bologna: Persiani Editore.

Rossetti, R. 1990. La voce della memoria. La Discoteca di Stato, 1928—1989 [The Voice of me-
mory. The state Disco, 1928-1989]. Roma: Fratelli Palombi Editore.

Uras, L. (a cura di). 2007. Gavino Gabriel — Giuseppe Prezzolini. Carteggio 1908—1977 [Gavino
Gabriel-Giuseppe Prezzolini]. Lucca: LIM, 2007.



https://books.google.ru/books/about/Vive_voci.html?id=PnYFOTHfrvMC&redir_esc=y
http://www.archiviosonoro.org/archivio-sonoro/archivio-sonoro-campania/fondo-istituto-centrale-per-la-demoetnoantropologia-campania/luciano-blasco.html
http://www.archiviosonoro.org/archivio-sonoro/archivio-sonoro-campania/fondo-istituto-centrale-per-la-demoetnoantropologia-campania/luciano-blasco.html
http://www.archiviosonoro.org/archivio-sonoro/archivio-sonoro-campania/fondo-istituto-centrale-per-la-demoetnoantropologia-campania/luciano-blasco.html
http://www.icbsa.it/index.php?it/523/tipi-da-spiaggia
https://archivio.unita.news/assets/main/1978/05/10/page_001.pdf

