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PARISH CHRONICLES AS A HISTORICAL SOURCE  
ABOUT THE PEASANTS OF THE SMOLENSK PROVINCE

The article examines the tradition of writing parish chronicles in the Smolensk prov‑
ince in the 19th century and reveals its characteristic features, such as reliance on 
published examples, the combination of a formalized structure and authors’ sub‑
jective assessment. Based on the analysis of the parish chronicles, published as 
historical and statistical descriptions of parishes, the image of a Smolensk peasant 
from the point of view of a parish priest is reconstructed. There were two stable 
images —  a Great Russian and a Belarusian differing in personality, lifestyle and 
appearance, which were associated with ethnicity. The priests explained these dif‑
ferences by natural, socio- historical and cultural factors. In general, a peasant was 
seen as characterized by prudence, discretion and sympathy to the poor. At the same 
time, it was noted that superstitions, vices (such as drunkenness, foul language, 
theft), family breakdowns were common among them.
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