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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL IDENTITY OF THE KRASNODAR
RESIDENTS: ETHNOSOCIOLOGICAL STUDY

This article examines the national and regional identities of the population of the
Krasnodar city. Research methods included a mass survey of the city population
(over 400 respondents) and in-depth interviews with city residents and employees
of educational and cultural organizations, including Cossack ones. The analysis
revealed the persistent dominance of a pan-Russian national identity, with regional
and local identities existing alongside it rather than as alternatives. The concept
of homeland is multilayered: the “greater” homeland — Russia — coexists with
the smaller homelands, which are understood in a variety of ways by members of
different groups. Because Krasnodar Krai is a hub of intra-Russian migration, in-
formants who arrived in the regional capital from another region of the country
or from another district of Kuban maintain ties to their place of birth or previous
place of residence. The desire to establish themselves in a new place leads them to
perceive it as a new homeland. The concept of “homeland” also varies among the
different generations of Krasnodar residents. Some young people in Krasnodar are
first- or second-generation residents, meaning they are the children or grandchil-
dren of people who moved to Kuban from other regions of the country. This leads
these young people to perceive Kuban and the regional capital as their homeland.
However, for their parents and older relatives, a sense of belonging to the region
of their birth remains important. An examination of Krasnodar residents’ attitudes
towards modern Kuban Cossacks and their role in the region’s life also allows us
to assess the role of the military community in forming a distinctive, culturally
charged regional Kuban identity, which manifests itself in an awareness of the place
of modern Cossack culture in regional society and the maintenance of Cossack tra-
ditions among the younger generation of Kuban residents.
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