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CULTURAL BROKERAGE IN PERIODS OF TRANSFORMATION: 
TWO CASES FROM THE HISTORY OF THE OKHOTSK DISTRICT, 

KHABARSOVSK KRAI

The article examines the activities of two cultural mediators between the indigenous 
and newcomer populations in the history of the Okhotsk District, Khabarovsk Krai, 
namely the school teacher Nikolai Prokop’evich Tkachik, who worked in the village 
of Arka, and the Orthodox priest Father Vikentii (Romanyuk), who served in the set-
tlement of Okhotsk and ministered to the surrounding villages, including Arka. Both 
interacted with the local indigenous residents, predominantly Evens, during periods 
of radical historical upheaval: Tkachik during the years of early Sovietization, and 
Father Vikentii in the early 21st century against the backdrop of the post-Soviet 
religious revival. The article is based on fieldwork materials collected in Arka and 
Okhotsk in the spring of 2023, as well as on archival and literary data. It compares 
the forms and consequences of these individuals’ cultural brokerage activities. It 
is shown that the effectiveness of their mediation was determined not so much by 
their formal position or status in society, but rather by their personal qualities and 
aspirations, particularly their ability to engage in dialogue with local residents, 
their respect for local specificity, and their involvement in the life of the community.
Keywords: cultural brokerage, periods of transformation, Evens, Indigenous peo-
ples of the Russian Far East, kolkhoz establishment, Orthodox Christianity, educa-
tion, enlightenment, administrative approach, role of the individual in local history
Author Info: Okulov, Gleb V. — Master of Arts in Anthropology and Ethnology, 
Analyst, Center for Coordination of Research Projects, Russian State University 
for the Humanities (Moscow, Russian Federation) E-mail: okulovgleb@mail.ru 
ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7987-4779
For citation: Okulov, G. V. 2026. Cultural Brokerage in Periods of Transformation: 
Two Cases from the History of the Okhotsk District, Khabarsovsk Krai. Herald of 
Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 3: 358–368.
Funding: Russian Science Foundation, project no. 25-28-01545 “The Role of the 
Individual in Ethnomicrohistory (Based on Materials from Eastern Siberia and 
Australia)”. https://rscf.ru/project/jWacTGymmzYimdMVpHz_zgrrCCVtYOiQK6
kedsOpJh5elPTEr1xuMbWpMiEmH_WNEsJBkM-To0E~/

References
Kovlekov, S. I. 2005.  Tungusskoe vosstanie. 1924–1925 gg.  [Tungus Rebellion. 1924–1925]. 

Yakutsk: Izdatel’stvo Yakutskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. 134 p.
Levi, G. 2023.  Nematerial’noe nasledie. Kar’era odnogo p’emontskogo ekzortsista 

XVII veka [Intangible Heritage. The Career of a Seventeenth-Century Piedmontese Exorcist]. 
Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie. 292 p.

mailto:okulovgleb@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7987-4779
https://rscf.ru/project/jWacTGymmzYimdMVpHz_zgrrCCVtYOiQK6kedsOpJh5elPTEr1xuMbWpMiEmH_WNEsJBkM-To0E~/
https://rscf.ru/project/jWacTGymmzYimdMVpHz_zgrrCCVtYOiQK6kedsOpJh5elPTEr1xuMbWpMiEmH_WNEsJBkM-To0E~/


Lindquist, J. 2015. Brokers and Brokerage, Anthropology of. International Encyclopedia of Social 
and Behavioral Science, ed. by J. D. Wright. Amsterdam: Elsevier. 870–874. https://doi.
org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.12178-6

Mikhalev, M. S. 2018. Soprotivlenie v Ivanovskom (Amurskaia oblast’). Nekotorye uroki bor’by 
evenkov za svoi prava [Resistance in Ivanovskoe (Amur Region). Some Lessons from the 
Evenk Struggle for Their Rights].  Izvestiia Irkutskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. Seriia 
“Geoarkheologiia. Etnologiia. Antropologiia” 24: 118–132. https://doi.org/10.26516/2227-
2380.2018.24.118 

Mikhalev, M. S. 2023. “Kaiury XXI veka” i indigennye strategii dekolonizatsii prostranstva 
[“Drivers of the 21st Century” and Indigenous Strategies for the Decolonization of 
Space]. Etnograficheskoe obozrenie 5: 125–142. https://doi.org/10.31857/S0869541523050093 

Sainakova, N. V. 2015. Novye materialy po etnografii i mikroistorii territorii yurt Ivanokinykh na 
Obi [New Materials on the Ethnography and Microhistory of the Iankiny Yurts Territory on the 
Ob River]. Vestnik Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo pedagogicheskogo universiteta 2: 107–115.

Sirina, A. A. 2012.  Evenki i eveny v sovremennom mire: samosoznanie, prirodopol’zovanie, 
mirovozzrenie  [Evenks and Evens in the Modern World: Identity, Land Use, Worldview]. 
Moscow: Vostochnaia literatura. 604 p.

Titoreva, G. T. 2014. Iz istorii Priokhotskikh tserkvei: chasovni Priokhot’ia [From the History 
of the Okhotsk Coast Churches: Chapels of the Okhotsk Coast].  Religiovedenie: Nauchno-
teoreticheskii zhurnal 4: 22–31.

Titoreva, G. T. 2017. Iz istorii kolkhoznogo stroitel’stva v Priokhot’e (s. Arka Okhotskogo raiona 
Khabarovskogo kraia) [From the History of Collective Farm Development in the Okhotsk Coast 
(the Village of Arka, Okhotsk District, Khabarovsk Krai)]. Sotsial’nye i gumanitarnye nauki na 
Dal’nem Vostoke 14 (2): 66–71.

Turaev, V. A. (ed.). 1997. Istoriia i kul’tura evenov. Istoriko-etnograficheskie ocherki [History and 
Culture of the Evens. Historical-Ethnographic Essays]. Saint Petersburg: Nauka. 179 p.

Sharina, S. I. 2021. Epicheskaia traditsiia evenov: sbor, lokal’naia spetsifika, kharakternye 
cherty [The Epic Tradition of the Evens: Collection, Local Specificity, and Characteristic 
Features]. Sibirskii filologicheskii zhurnal 4: 9–23. https://doi.org/10.17223/18137083/77/1 

https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.12178-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.12178-6
https://doi.org/10.26516/2227-2380.2018.24.118
https://doi.org/10.26516/2227-2380.2018.24.118
https://doi.org/10.31857/S0869541523050093
https://doi.org/10.17223/18137083/77/1

	_Hlk205222984

