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“EVERYTHING IS UPSIDE DOWN”: SEMIOTICS AND THE REALITY 
OF THE “THIRD WEDDING” IN UDMURT CULTURE

The article is devoted to the study of the existence of the «yyr-pyd soton» memorial 
rite (also known as the “third wedding”) in modern Udmurt culture. The rite is con-
sidered as a liminal practice that completes a person’s life cycle and symbolically 
marks the transition of the soul to the afterlife. The study is based on field materials 
collected in 2023–2025 in various regions of the Udmurt Republic, as well as on early 
ethnographic sources. The ritual is examined and deconstructed from the perspective 
of symbolic anthropology and V. Turner’s approach. The article analyzes the main 
stages of the ritual, including sacrifice, feasting, and festivities, as well as its temporal 
and spatial aspects. A separate section of the article focuses on the current state of 
the ritual, its vitality, and the trends in its transformation. The authors use E. A. Yaga-
fova’s concept as a model for analysis. The influence of Christianization, the internal 
tabooing of the ritual, and others are highlighted as the main factors affecting its 
current state in modern Udmurt society. Despite this, it is noted that the local tradition 
still maintains a stable perception of the yyr-pyd soton as a sacred act.
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