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IN SEARCH OF THEIR PLACES: RELIGIOUS 
IDENTITY AND LEISURE PRACTICES OF MUSLIMS 

IN THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT (THE CASE OF MOSCOW)

This article analyzes how urban spaces become venues for leisure practices, where 
Muslims from different ethnocultural groups construct their everyday life and, to 
some extent, reduce interethnic tensions. A soccer field and a playground serve as 
unifying urban spaces, linking the immigrant community and local residents. The 
paper examines everyday activities, values, rituals, leisure interactions involving 
religious identities, as well as barriers in ordinary urban settings. It is conclud-
ed that Muslims combine cultural and religious practices outside of urban spaces, 
demonstrating the flexibility of religious identity in the context of everyday leisure. 
The findings demonstrate that leisure spaces provide a platform for building trust, 
mutual support, and mutual adaptation. 
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