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THE SOCIO-CULTURAL IDENTITY OF RUSSIAN-SPEAKING
GERMANS ON SOCIAL MEDIA: A COMPARATIVE STUDY
IN RUSSIA, KAZAKHSTAN, AND GERMANY

The article examines the sociocultural identity of Russian-speaking Germans and
how it is represented in social media. The ontological issue concerns the risks of im-
poverishing the established sociocultural ties and the anti-Russian transformation
of the sociocultural identity of Russian-speaking Germans against the background
of the spread of anti-Russian rhetoric. Both Russian and German researchers high-
light the paramount importance of sociocultural identity over political identity for
Germans. Focusing on sociocultural identity and based on V. N. Myasishchev s con-
cept of relations and A. Sacks’ concept of involvement, the authors examine the in-
volvement of Russian-speaking Germans in online representations and substantiate
the hypothesis that social media are significant platforms for the reproduction and
formation of sociocultural identity. A constructive information campaign on social
media, based on the priority of the sociocultural unity among Russian-speaking
Germans, could contribute to the task of strengthening the sociocultural ties be-
tween nations and creating a solid foundation for Russian-speaking identity. The
empirical basis of the study was data collected through offline observation in Rus-
sia (St. Petersburg Youth Club Jugendblitz); in Kazakhstan (Astana German Youth
Club Diamant and Wiedergeburt Society); and in Germany (Wiirzburg Youth Club
of the informal self-organized initiative community of Russian Germans) between
May 2022 and May 2025; online surveys of Russian-speaking Germans living in
Russia, Kazakhstan and Germany between 3 and 20 May 2025, content analysis of
key Telegram channels of Russian-speaking Germans “RusDeutsch”, “Germans
of Kazakhstan”, “Riwweldeutsche”, data collection between 1 March 2024 and
1 March 2025. The study found that that Russian-speaking Germans perceive them-
selves as a single people formed due to a unique social history on the border of two
cultures. It is revealed that the online practices and ways of representing the socio-
cultural identity of Russian-speaking Germans vary depending on their country of
permanent residence. It is concluded that the media is a platform for the reproduc-
tion and dynamics of the sociocultural identity of Russian-speaking Germans and a
resource for adapting to new social and political conditions.

Keywords: sociocultural identity, Russian-speaking Germans, Russian Germans,
Germans of Kazakhstan, heat map of identity

Authors Info: Maltseva, Anna V. — Doctor of Sociology, Professor, Saint
Petersburg State University (Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation). E-mail:



34

a.maltseva@spbu.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1322-6255
Shilkina, Natalia E. — Doctor of Sociology, Associate Professor, Saint Petersburg
State University (Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation). E-mail: n.shilkina@spbu.
ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6680-703X
Borgardt, Maria N. — Master’s Student, Saint Petersburg State University (Saint
Petersburg, Russian Federation). E-mail: mari.borgardt@mail.ru ORCID ID: https://
orcid.org/0009-0005-7698-1516
For citation: Maltseva, A. V., N. E. Shilkina, and M. N. Borgardt. 2026. The Socio-
Cultural Identity of Russian-Speaking Germans on Social Media: A Comparative
Study in Russia, Kazakhstan, and Germany. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik
Antropologii) 2: 131-151.
Funding: This article was prepared with the support of St. Petersburg State
University, project ID: 132123127.

References

Algawi, L. O., and D. A. Al-Hanaki. 2012. Funkcii social’nyh media [Functions of Social Media].
Vestnik RUDN. Seriia: Literaturovedenie, zhurnalistika 3: 56—62.

Apendiev, T. A. 2015. Istoriya poyavleniya nemeckoj diaspory v Kazahstane v kontekste istoricheskih
sobytij i faktorov [The History of the German Diaspora in Kazakhstan in the Context of Historical
Events and Factors]. Nacional naya associaciya uchenyh (NAU) 8: 120—125.

Auman, V. A, and V. G. Chebotareva. 1993. Istoriya rossijskih nemcev v dokumentah (1763—
1992) [History of the Russian Germans in Documents (1763-1992 gg.)]. Vol. 1. Moscow:
Mezhdunarodnyj institut gumanitarnyh programm MIGUP. 447 p.

Bahturina, A. Yu. 2013. «Luchshe pust’ nemcy razoryatsya, chem budut shpionit’»: nemcy-kolonisty
i rossijskoe obshchestvo v gody «germanskoj» vojny [“It is Better to Let the Germans Go
Bankrupt Than Spy”’: German Colonists and Russian Society During the Years of the “German”
War]. Novii istoricheskii vestnik 35: 6-32.

Bourdieu, P. 2001. Prakticheskij smysl [The Practical Sense]. Saint Petersburg: Aleteia. 562 p.

Dijck, J. van. 2013. The Culture of Connectivity: A Critical History of Social Media. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. 228 p.

Dizendorf, V. 2010. Istoricheskaya demografiya nemeckogo naseleniya Rossii i SSSR (XVIII —
nachalo XXI vv,) [Historical Demography of the German Population of Russia and the USSR
(18" — Early 21% Centuries)]. Rottenburg. 241 p.

German, A. A., and L. R. Plehve. 2002. Nemcy Povolzh’ya: Kratkij istoricheskij ocherk [Germans of
the Volga Region: A Brief Historical Sketch]. Saratov: Izdatel’stvo Saratovskogo universiteta.
144 p. https://doi.org/10.31518/2618-9100-2021-3-17

German, A. A. 2021. Vklad nemcev SSSR v otrazhenie nacistskoj agressii v gody Velikoj
Otechestvennoj vojny [The Contribution of the Germans of the USSR to the Reflection of Nazi
Aggression During the Great Patriotic War]. Istoricheskij kur’er 3(17): 154—162.

Goffman, E. 2000. Predstavienie sebia drugim v povsednevnoi zhizni [The Presentation of Self in
Everyday Life]. Moscow: KANON-press-Ts, Kuchkovo pole. 302 p.

Hall, S. (ed.). 1997. Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices. London:
SAGE Publications. 391 p.

Hoops, M., and J. Panagiotidis. 2021. Both German and Russian: Second-Generation Russian-German
Identities in Germany. Quaestio Rossica 9(3): 845-860. https://doi.org/10.15826/qr.2021.3.613

Karamzin, N. M. 2025. Istoriia gosudarstva Rossiiskogo [History of the Russian State]. Vol. 1.
Moscow: EKSMO. 1020 p.

Khankhunova, M. Yu., and Ts. Ts. Choiropov. 2013. Sotsial 'nye media kak instrument formirovaniia
etnicheskoi identichnosti [Social Media as a Tool for the Formation of Ethnic Identity]. Vestnik
VSGUTU 2(41): 169-177.

Kisser, T. S. 2020. Rossiiskie nemtsy: religioznost’ onlain [Russian Germans: Online Religiosity].
Etnografiia 3(9): 103—123.



mailto:a.maltseva@spbu.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1322-6255
mailto:n.shilkina@spbu.ru
mailto:n.shilkina@spbu.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6680-703X
mailto:mari.borgardt@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-7698-1516
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-7698-1516
https://doi.org/10.31518/2618-9100-2021-3-17
https://doi.org/10.15826/qr.2021.3.613

35

Krieger, V. 2010. Rossiiskie nemtsy vchera i segodnia. Narod v puti [Russian Germans Yesterday
and Today. The People on the Road]. Moscow: AIRO-XXI. 104 p.

Martynova, M. Yu. (ed.). 2021. Yazyk i identichnost’: antropologicheskoe issledovanie situatsii v
Rossii [Language and Identity: An Anthropological Study of the Situation in Russia]. Moscow:
IEA RAN. 620 p.

Myasishchev, V. N. 1949. Psikhicheskie funktsii i otnosheniia [Mental Functions and Relations].
Uchenye zapiski Leningradskogo universiteta. Seriia filosofskikh nauk. Psikhologiia 3: 101-118.

Panagiotidis, J. 2019. Russlanddeutsche Spéataussiedler. Soziale Charakteristika, Netzwerke und
Selbstverstdndnis [Russian German Immigrants. Social Characteristics, Networks and Self-Im-
age]. Osteuropa 69(9): 43—62. https://doi.org/10.35998/0e-2019-0021

Popkov, V. D. 2021. Pokidaya predely etnichnosti. Postsovetskaia emigratsiia v Germanii [Leaving
the Bounds of Ethnicity. Post-Soviet Emigration in Germany]. Moscow: Nauchno-izdatel’skii
tsentr INFRA-M. 326 p.

Saks, A. M. 2006. Antecedents and Consequences of Employee Engagement. Journal of Managerial
Psychology 21(7): 600-619. https://doi.org/10.1108/02683940610690169

Schlaht, 1. 2013. Zwischen zwei Kulturen — Russlanddeutsche Aussiedler in Deutschland.
Besonderheiten beziiglich der interkulturellen Kommunikation [Between Two Cultures —
Ethnic German Repatriates from Russia in Germany. Special Considerations Regarding
Intercultural Communication]. Bachelor diss., Hochschule fiir 6ffentliche Verwaltung und
Finanzen Ludwigsburg.

Smirnova, T. B., and V. A. Tishkov (eds.). 2021. Rossiiskie nemtsy [Russian Germans]. Moscow:
Nauka. 717 p.

Tleugazina, S., G. Shapiyeva, N. Baigabylov, and Z. Abetova. 2022. Self-Identification among
Kazakh Diaspora in Germany. Migration Letters 19(5): 677-686. https://doi.org/10.33182/
ml.v19i5.2362

Vorobyeva, S. I. 2021. Obshchestvo rossiiskikh nemtsev «Vidergeburt» v Respublike Khakasiia v
1990-2010-e gg. [The Society of Russian Germans “Wiedergeburt” in the Republic of Khakas-
sia in the 1990s—2010s]. Genesis: istoricheskie issledovaniia 10: 90-99.



https://doi.org/10.35998/oe-2019-0021
https://doi.org/10.1108/02683940610690169
https://doi.org/10.33182/ml.v19i5.2362
https://doi.org/10.33182/ml.v19i5.2362

