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THE DEVELOPMENT OF RUSSIAN POPULATION STATISTICS
IN THE 19™ CENTURY: FROM THE GERMAN DESCRIPTIVE
STATISTICS SCHOOL TO ACADEMIC STATISTICS

The genesis of Russian national population statistics dates back to the 19" century.
At the beginning of the century, the first textbook on statistics was written in the
Russian Empire, and by the end of'it, Russian statistics had been shaped as the in-
dependent scientific theory. This study aims to describe the evolution of the Russian
statistical thought in the 19" century, as set out in two textbooks from that period
written by academicians C.F. Hermann (1808) and N. Bunge (1876). Besides, the
article analyzes three statistical schools — the German school of descriptive sta-
tistics (G. Achenwall), the English school of political arithmetic (W. Petty), and the
mathematical-statistical school (A. Quetelet). It also studies the influence of West-
ern scientists and the International Statistical Congress 1853—1878 on the Russian
statistical thought in the 19" century. Throughout the century, Russian statistical
thought evolved from the blind imitation of the German descriptive statistics school
to the unique approach of academician N. Bunge who was influenced by the Inter-
national Statistical Congress and critically reinterpreted the statistical legacy of the
Belgian scientist A. Quetelet.
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