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BOOK REVIEW: E. E. NOSENKO-SHTEIN. “INVISIBLE PEOPLE,
OR BEING DISABLED IN RUSSIA (ANTHROPOLOGICAL ESSAYS).
MOSCOW: INSTITUTE OF ETHNOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY,

RUSSIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES; NEOLITH, 2025. 396 p.

The reviewed monograph is a well-founded scientific anthropological study based on

extensive fieldwork, including structured interviews with informants and experts. The
book covers a wide range of issues related to disability in Russia. It specifically ex-

amines the conceptual framework and the situation of children with disabilities in the
country, with a focus on educational methods for such children. It also explores employ-

ment opportunities for people with disabilities and how they acquire professional skills.

Summarizing the results of fieldwork, the author identifies the various life strategies of
people with disabilities, which ultimately determine their behavior. The book discusses
issues of leisure for people with disabilities and their self-identification. It also presents
an analysis of the challenges that people with disabilities face when starting a family.

The review briefly presents the book's contents and recommendations for how social ser-
vices can use the findings. Disability is not a problem unique to people with disabilities,

it is a problem for society as a whole, requiring serious attention and study.

Keywords: people with disabilities, disabled people, anthropology of disability
Author Info: Veselovskaya, Elizaveta V. — Doctor of History, Professor, Russian
State University for the Humanities (Moscow, Russian Federation); Chief Research-
er, the Russian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnol-
ogy and Anthropology (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: veselovskaya.e.v@
yandex.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2932-9884

For citation: Vesclovskaya, E. V. 2026. Book Review: E. E. Nosenko-Shtein. “In-
visible People, or Being Disabled in Russia (Anthropological Essays). Moscow:
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Russian Academy of Sciences; Neolith,
2025. 396 p. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 1: 376-382.



mailto:veselovskaya.e.v@yandex.ru
mailto:veselovskaya.e.v@yandex.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2932-9884

