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WATERMARKS IN THE ATTRIBUTION AND DATING 
OF GRAPHIC WORKS

The article focuses on the role of watermarks in attributing and dating of graphic 
artworks. Watermarks serve as an important tool for determining the time of crea-
tion and authenticity of artworks, as well as for establishing their authorship and 
geographical origin. The primary objective of the study is to explore the use of 
watermarks for dating and attributing graphic works, and to examine the symbolic 
meaning of these marks in artists’ works. The article discusses the history of paper-
making and the first watermarks in Europe and Russia, analyzing the technological 
aspects of their production and application. It examines the role of watermarks in 
art historical research and their use in dating and verifying the authenticity of art-
works, using examples from the works of Albrecht Dürer, Konstantin Korovin, and 
Zinaida Serebriakova. Modern methods of visualizing watermarks are described, 
including rubbing techniques, infrared photography, radiography, beta-radiogra-
phy, and soft X-ray radiography, which allow for more precise documentation of 
watermarks. The study emphasizes the importance of systematizing and cataloging 
watermarks as a key tool in art history and art authentication.
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