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CONSTRUCTING NATIONAL IDENTITIES: COMPETING
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES IN CONTEMPORARY TEXTBOOKS
IN ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN

This article examines the construction of historical narratives in modern history
textbooks in Armenia and Azerbaijan in the context of the ethnopolitical confron-
tation between the two countries. The study focuses on contemporary history text-
books from these states, approved by the ministries of science and education of the
respective republics and recommended for university students: History of Azerbai-
jan (From Ancient Times to the Present), authored by Professor I. M. Mamedov, and
History of Armenia, compiled by a group of authors under the editorship of Profes-
sor G. R. Simonyan. A comparative analysis of the texts was conducted to identify
competing interpretations of historical events, uncover propaganda and manipula-
tive narratives, and to assess their influence on the entrenchment of cultural, social,
and political contradictions between Armenians and Azerbaijanis. It was concluded
that the examined educational materials contain pseudo-historical plots used to le-
gitimize both states’ claims to disputed territories and justify their chosen political
course towards further deterioration of Azerbaijani-Armenian relations.

Keywords: enemy image, historical narratives, Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict
Author Info: Rashkovsky, Alexander A. — Ph.D. student, the Russian Academy
of Sciences Miklukho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology (Moscow,
Russian Federation). E-mail: a.rashkovsky@yandex.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.
org/0009-0005-8784-0284

For citation: Rashkovsky, A. A. 2026. Constructing National Identities: Competing
Historical Narratives in Contemporary Textbooks in Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 1: 68—83.

References

Anikin, D. A. 2018. Travmatizaciya proshlogo: metodologiya issledovaniya i osnovnye podhody
[Traumatization of the Past: Research Methodology and Basic Approaches]. Studia Humanitatis 4: 24-24.

Anikin, D. A. 2020. Kollektivnye travmy kak predmet Memory Studies: specifika rossijskogo
diskursa [Collective Traumas as a Subject of Memory Studies: The Specifics of Russian
Discourse]. Studia Humanitatis 4: 22.

Domashev, A. N. 2017. Mif v strukture samosoznaniya etnicheskoj obshchnosti [Myth in the
Structure of Self-Awareness of an Ethnic Community]. Mir nauki, kul tury, obrazovaniya 3 (64):
296-299.

Ershov, Yu. G. 2015. Mify v ideologii i politike [Myths in Ideology and Politics]. Sotsium i viast’
5 (55): 48-53.

Mal’kova, V. K., and V. A. Tishkov. 2002. Etnichnost i tolerantnost’v sredstvah massovoj informacii
[Ethnicity and Tolerance in the Mass Media]. Moscow: Al’teks. 348 p.

Mamedov, 1. M. 2020. Istoriya Azerbajdzhana (s drevnejshih vremen do nashih dnej): uchebnik
dlya vuzov [The History of Azerbaijan (From Ancient Times to the Present Day): Textbook for


mailto:a.rashkovsky@yandex.ru
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-8784-0284
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-8784-0284

18 BectHuk antpononoruu, 2026. Ne 1

Universities]. Baku: Lyaman Nashriyat Poligrafiya. 684 p.

Nigmatullina, T. A. 2021. Etnokul turnaya kodifikaciya mnozhestvennoj regional 'noj identichnosti
[Ethnocultural Codification of Multiple Regional Identity]. Moscow: Nota bene. 209 p.

Simonyan, G. R. (ed.). 2014. Istoriya Armenii: uchebnik dlya vuzov [The History of Armenia: A
Textbook for Universities]. Erevan: Erevanskij universitet. 740 p.

Shnirelman, V. A. 2003. Vojny pamyati: Mify, identichnost’i politika v Zakavkaz e [Memory Wars:
Myths, Identity and Politics in Transcaucasia]. Moscow: Akademkniga. 591 p.



