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DENTALANTHROPOLOGICAL STATUS OF THE
PSKOV POPULATION IN THE 15"-17" CENTURIES
(PRELIMINARY RESULTS)

The biological issues of the formation of the northwestern Russia population are the

focus of many works by Russian and Soviet anthropologists. From a dental anthropo-
logical perspective, data on ancient Russian and relatively modern populations are
quite representative. However, there are some gaps in how the periods of the Late
Middle Ages and the modern era are represented. The author examined more than
600 crania from the 15"—17" centuries according to the dental anthropology program.
Half of these crania originate from the territory of Pskov (raw data on the sample are
being published). Dental anthropology allows us to compare cranial samples with
the modern population without additional calculations (unlike craniometry). Data on
the North-West from different eras were compared. The first findings reveal morpho-
logical differences between the populations of the Late Russian period and the pop-
ulation of the 1970s — 80s. This is likely due to the trans-epochal variability and the
cross-border status of the Pskov population. This indicates the contact character of
the region. The aspect of the population history revealed by this study is associated
with the contacts between different dental anthropological complexes from several
regions — central Russian, the Baltic region, and Northern Europe.
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