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WOMEN’S RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY IN THE NORTH 
CAUCASUS: HISTORICAL AND ETHNOGRAPHICAL ASPECT 

(THE CASE OF DAGESTAN)

The article examines the religious activity of Muslim women during the Soviet era and 
at present using archival and ethnographic materials, the results of field expeditions, 
empathy, and comparative historical analysis. The chronological framework of the 
study allows us to identify periods when women’s religious activity increased or de-
clined. The relevance of the topic stems from the surge in women’s religious activity 
in the context of the re-Islamization of Dagestan society. The purpose of the work is 
to highlight the problems of gender asymmetry in religion and to identify the causes, 
opportunities and periods of women’s activity in religion, revealing their real role in 
spiritual life and religious practices. Research showed that opportunities for women 
to participate in public religious activities arise for women during periods of extraor-
dinary events. An increase in women’s activity is noted during the anti-religious cam-
paign of the 1920s and 1930s: instead of repressed clergy, many religious practices 
were carried out by women. Despite the multitude of publications on this topic, there 
is clearly a lack of research devoted specifically to Dagestan. In this regard, such a 
research is a very important step toward preserving the history of the region.  
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