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MODERN PATRIOTISM (BASED ON THE DATA ANALYSIS
FROM FOCUS GROUP STUDIES AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE
IN THE REPUBLICS OF BASHKORTOSTAN AND TATARSTAN)

The article is based on data analysis from focus group studies of young people in the
Republics of Bashkortostan and Tatarstan. This research method, due to the depth
and quality of the information received, is recognized by ethnologists and sociologists
as an important research tool that allows researchers to understand the attitudes of a
particular population category to the problem under study, their mentality, and some-
times understand the true motives of human behavior. The analysis and interpretation
of the data revealed several issues, trends and patterns related to patriotism, patriotic
education, ethnic and all-Russian identity, attitudes to state and republican symbols,
etc. Arguments about patriotism among almost all participants in the discussion were
associated with love for the great and small Motherland, heroes of Russia and veterans
of the Great Patriotic War. Among the factors uniting Russians, the Russian language,
common history and territory of residence, a similar worldview, etc. were listed. The
youth demonstrated a request for social justice, and some expressed uncertainty about
the future and the fear of long-term planning. But in general, the vast majority of the
participants in the focus groups called themselves patriots, demonstrating an active
desire and were eager to work and serve for the sake of their homeland.
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