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RUSSIAN IDENTITY AND NATIONAL UNITY AMONG
THE RESIDENTS OF THE FAR EASTERN REGIONS
(REPUBLIC OF BURYATIA, ZABAYKALSKY KRAI,
PRIMORSKY KRAI)

The author analyzed the Russian national identity and patriotism among different
socio-demographic groups based on the results of a sociological study (survey, in-
depth interviews) conducted in October 2023 — September 2024 in three Far East-
ern regions (the Republic of Buryatia, Zabaykalsky Krai and Primorsky Krai). The
paper presents general trends in the formation of Russian identity and the actualiza-
tion of patriotic sentiments. It was found that, amid external challenges and threats,
there is a consolidation of that part of the population in the regions that supports
the country s foreign and domestic policies. This solidarity manifests itself in active
efforts to assist SMO participants, patriotic events, and youth outreach. Based on
the data obtained, it was concluded that the unity of the population of the three
subjects in terms of belonging to “citizens of Russia” is one of the most significant
collective identities for respondents. In the ranking of identity types, respondents
to the questionnaire ranked generational identity first, Russian identity second, re-
gional identity (Transbaikal and Buryatia) third, urban/rural identity (Primorye)
fourth, and ethnic identity fifth. The Russian identity type was characterized as
state-national, as respondents were usually choosing the “common state” as the
main factor uniting them with other Russian citizens. The experts who conducted
in-depth interviews identified the following foundations of national unity: “the Rus-
sian language”, “a multinational state,” “patriotism,” “strength of spirit,” “family
and children,” “the ability to unite in difficult situations,” “historical memory,”
“traditional values,” and “trust in the authorities.” The foundations of patriot-
ism as an integral part of Russian identity and the values that unite various social
groups were analyzed. Patriotic sentiments were found to be widespread among the
region s population. Most respondents and experts consider themselves patriots and
are willing to instill a sense of patriotism in their children.
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