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THE NARIOKOTOME BOY (KNM-WT 15000). CRANIAL STUDY
AND RECONSTRUCTION OF APPEARANCE

This work is devoted to the study of the cranium from Nariokotome IIl (KNM-WT
15000), Kenya, known as Nariokotome Boy. It focuses on the study of cranial mor-
phology with an emphasis on supraorbital and zygomaxillary regions and the indi-
vidual s appearance reconstructed from the skull. A comparative analysis with other
ancient crania was carried out using the craniotrigonometric protocol developed
by one of the authors (SV). The appearance of Nariokotome IlI is characterized by
a very narrow and sloping forehead, a medium-developed brow ridges, a tall and
narrow face, a horizontal eyes position, a very wide nose and a wide interorbital
distance, a large mouth with thick lips, a sloping chin and strongly protruding ears.
There is a strong prognathism of the maxilla and mandible. The Nariokotome III
cranium demonstrates mosaic characteristics of the supraorbital region, charac-
teristic of both the Front Asian forms and the pithecanthropus of Southeast Asia. In
the zygomaxillary region, Nariocotome III exhibits more erectoid characteristics.
Some traits of the supraorbital and zygomaxillary regions are characteristic of Ne-
anderthals. Craniotrigonometric analysis showed that Nariocotome Il occupies an
intermediate position between Homo habilis and Homo ergaster, being especially
close to OH 24 and Dmanisi 2700 crania. The results of the study suggest that tax-
onomically the Nariokotome Boy is intermediate between the Homo habilis/Homo
rudolfensis and Homo ergaster taxa.
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