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ANTHROPOLOGICAL JOURNEY OF A. HRDLICKA
AND TH. A. FJELSTRUP TO MONGOLIA IN 1912

The history of the expedition of Ales Hrdlicka, the first curator (since 1903) of the
Department of Physical Anthropology (DPA) of the US National Museum, to Siberia
and Mongolia in 1912 is little known. Theodore A. Fjelstrup, a student of Saint Peters-
burg University, accompanied A. Hrdlicka as interpreter and assistant. The expedition
aimed to collect anthropological material for the US National Museum and the future
Panama-California Exposition in San Diego, to conduct anthropometric measure-
ments and to take anthropological photographs of the indigenous population. The
article reveals the history of several Mongolian photographs that A. Hrdlicka sent to
Th.A. Fjelstrup in 1913. They are now stored in the Scientific Archives of the Russian
Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthropolo-
gv. The correspondence reveals that Fjelstrup later also carried out Hrdlicka's orders
and requests and maintained contacts with Siberian counterparties. Thus, Fjelstrup
became involved in the circle of outstanding foreign and Russian natural scientists
and acquired invaluable experience in travel and field work under difficult conditions.
Fjelstrup was involved in sending Hrdlicka's materials to the United States until his
departure on an expedition to South America in April 1914. During his stay in San
Diego in 1915 he visited the Exhibition and saw these collections there.
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