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ETHNIC POLICY OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
AND THE ROLE OF THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE 

IN OVERCOMING THE AUTONOMIES’ UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE MIDDLE VOLGA REGION IN THE 1920S–1930s

The study describes the basic principles of the ethnic policy of the Soviet govern-
ment in the 1920–1930s, highlighting its stages, most prominent aspects, and the main 
functional directions. Among the most important aspects of the ethnic policy in the 
given period were the national-territorial autonomies and their institutionalization, 
administrative-territorial division and economic zoning, titular peoples and national 
minorities in the autonomies of the Middle Volga region, the formation of a Soviet 
in content, but ethnic in form culture of the autonomous formations within the RS-
FSR and the indigenization of peoples. Particular emphasis is placed on the Middle 
Volga region as a multi-ethnic region of the country. Significant attention is given to 
analyzing the Soviet government’s attitude toward the status of the Russian people at 
certain stages of national policy and studying the processes associated with its active 
participation in overcoming the autonomies of the RSFSR’s uneven development in the 
1920s–1930s. It is concluded that by the end of the 1930s the Soviet government was 
able to equalize the level of socio-economic and cultural development of non-Russian 
peoples and their autonomies, to stabilize and strengthen the system of public ad-
ministration, the natural result of which was the 1936 Constitution of the USSR and 
the 1937 Constitution of the RSFSR. As a result, the regional associations dissolved 
after completing their primary objective, and the autonomies, having significantly ad-
vanced their socio-economic and cultural development, left the regional associations 
to become independent in their subsequent interactions with the Center.
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