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SOCIAL WORK OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
IN THE RELIGIOUS SPACE OF SEVERODONETSK AND MARIUPOL

The aim of this article is to assess how the Russian Orthodox Church in Severodonetsk 
(LPR) and Mariupol (DPR) is providing social, psychological and spiritual help to 
civilians affected by military actions. The study is based on empirical data obtained 
through interviews with Severodonetsk residents and a survey among Mariupol resi-
dents in 2024. It was revealed that the Russian Orthodox Church is currently carry-
ing out activities to coordinate and systematically provide social, psychological and 
spiritual help to the affected civilians of the new constituent entities of the Russian 
Federation. The massive material support to the state during the SMO has become 
one of the important areas of patriotic service of the clergy and believers in 2022–
2025. By now, the social and patriotic work of the Russian Orthodox Church during 
the SMO period has not yet received due attention from Russian researchers. The 
experience of the Russian Orthodox Church in the patriotic service to the Mother-
land, providing social and charitable assistance to the affected civilian population, 
soldiers, refugees seems relevant from the point of view of social solidarity. 
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