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MODERN ETHNO-ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUMS IN SARDINIA

The article addresses the current state of ethno-anthropological museums in Sardinia, 
which has not received coverage in scientific discourse. Paradoxically, this region 
is one of the leaders in Italy and Europe both in terms of the number of museums 
(including ethno-anthropological ones) and the pace of ongoing museification, but at 
the same time it has the lowest index of museum visits, both by “internal” and “exter-
nal” tourists. In an effort to explain this phenomenon, the authors, relying on various 
sources, including their own field experience, turn to the historical, socio-cultural, 
psychological, economic, and political realities of Sardinia.  Interest in the region’s 
history and culture is growing, but at the same time, identity politics are becoming 
more radicalized, declarations of ethnic exclusivity are becoming more emphatic, his-
tory is being rewritten, traditions are being invented, cultural myths are being created, 
and cultural heritage is being commercialized  with the development of tourism as 
a factor in improving living standards. Referring to individual examples of ethno-
anthropological museums, the authors consider various approaches to Sardinian mu-
seum business (scientific and commercial) as reflections of social processes.
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