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MODERN ETHNO-ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUMS IN SICILY

The article is devoted to the current state of ethno-anthropological museums in 
Sicily, a recent phenomenon that has not received sufficient coverage in scientific 
discourse. The number of these museums is showing rapid growth, making Sicily a 
leader among other Italian regions and providing a unique example of ethnomusei-
fication. With a long history of ethnographic museum work dating back to the begin-
ning of the 20th century, Sicily built on this experience in the 70s. This was mainly 
possible thanks to the scientific community, who joined forced with the regional 
authorities in order to save folk culture and promote the economic development of 
the region through cultural tourism. At the turn of the 21st century, these traditions 
continued with the so-called spontaneous museification, when a lot of small ethno-
graphic museums with various thematic profiles appeared, mainly in rural areas. 
Sicily has the highest attendance index of ethnographic museums in the country, not 
so much due to tourists, but rather to local visitors representing all segments of the 
population. This is a consequence of the policy of the Sicilian authorities promoting 
the value of local culture and the identitarian sentiments of the population.
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