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CULTURAL CONTINUITY AND THE SEARCH
FOR NEW CONCEPTS

The article focuses on the modernization of ethnographic museums, as well as their
significance in the contexts of identity, and cultural and social memory. Through
an analysis of ethnographic exhibitions in museums of the Republic of Serbia,
the article analyzes how these are presented, which topics are chosen for display,
and how the collections are influenced by the concepts of ‘new museology,’ the
anthropologization of ethnology, and an expanded understanding of the ethno-
graphic field. Furthermore, the political changes have been an additional influen-
tial factor in Serbia. The reforming state showed interest in ethnology and ethno-
graphic museum collections not only in terms of culture, but also for socio-political
engineering. Consequently, in Serbia, the conceptual paradigm of ethnographic
museums at the beginning of the 21st century required transformation. The article
describes debates within Serbian academic circles, including criticism from col-
leagues, regarding the state of museums in Serbia. It assesses the role of the Eth-
nographic Section of the Museum Society of Serbia, the Ethnographic Museum of
Belgrade, the Open Air Museum ‘Old Village’in Sirogojno, and other museums with
ethnographic departments, and describes the practical steps and examples of inno-
vative exhibitions in the country’s exhibition halls. In the authors opinion, Serbia s
experience can be considered successful in many respects.
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