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THE WORLD OF THE DEAD AND NATURAL DISASTERS
IN THE BOOKS OF PRE-MONGOL RUS

The article reconstructs Old Russian Christian ideas about the ability of the dead to
influence (stop, or, on the contrary, provoke) large-scale natural phenomena and the
world of the living in particular. The author describes the social environment in which
such ideas were formed, which influenced all the original literature of the 12th—13th
centuries. In the paradigm of that time, the mechanisms of miraculous influence on the
world were subject not so much to the living / dead dichotomy as to ideas about the
closeness of man to God. A deceased righteous man, regardless of official canonization,
kept his significance after death and was able to influence the world with his prayers. At
the same time, the influence of the unholy dead on the world of the living always appears
in the Old Russian sources as a criticism of the unbelievers, who consider the activity
of the dead to be the deception of demons. The tendency to explain the non-anthropo-
morphic phenomena by the activity of the dead also depended on the understanding of
the capacities of good and evil. Medieval preachers struggled with the idea that demons
could affect crop yields, as it was incompatible with the Christian worldview. In Old
Russian sources, demons often caused harm associated with physical effects on a par-
ticular person (diseases, ulcers, wounds, etc.). The chronicle of 1092 about the attack
of demons on Polotsk should be considered as a development of these trends, and this
attack is associated by modern researchers with a natural disaster (epidemic).

Keywords: dead man, Old Rus, nature, saints, demons, knyaz

Author Info: Puzanov, Daniil V. — Ph.D. in History, Researcher, Udmurt Institute
of History, Language and Literature, Udmurt Federal Research Center Ural Brunch of
RAS (Izhevsk, Russian Federation). E-mail: Ipdmor@gmail.com ORCID ID: https:/
orcid.org/0000-0003-4459-9572

For citation: Puzanov, D. V. 2025. The World of the Dead and Natural Disasters in the
Books of Pre-Mongol Rus. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 2: 358-3775.
Funding: The article was prepared in the framework of a research grant funded by
the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian Federation (grant ID:
075-15-2022-328).

References

Agapkina, T. A. 1999. O todortsakh, rusalkakh i prochikh navyakh (mertvetsy-demony i “nechistye
pokoiniki” v vesennem kalendare slavyanskikh narodov) [About Todortsy, Rusalki and Other
Navi (Undead-Demons and “Unclean Dead” in the Spring Calendar of Slavic Peoples)]. Studia
Mythologica Slavica 2: 145-160.

Alekseev, A. 1. 2016. Dukhovnaya kul tura srednevekovoi Rusi. [The Spiritual Culture of Medieval
Rus]. Moscow: Indrik. 272 p.

Anichkov, E. V. 2003. Yazychestvo i Rus’[Paganism and Rus]. Moscow: Indrik. 440 p.


mailto:lpdmor@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4459-9572
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4459-9572

Antonov, D. I. 2010. “Besa poimav, muchashe...”. Izbienie besa svyatym: demonologicheskii syuzhet
v knizhnosti i ikonografii srednevekovoi Rusi [“Besa poimav, muchashe...”. The Beating of a
Demon by a Saint: A Demonological Plot in the Literature and Iconography of Medieval Rus].
Drevnyaya Rus’. Voprosy medievistiki 1(39): 61-75.

Berezhkov, N. G. 1963. Khronologiya russkogo letopisaniya [Chronology of the Russian Chronicle].
Moscow: AN SSSR. 377 p.

Danilevsky, 1. N. (ed.) 2020. Obshchestvennaya mysl Rossii: s drevneyshikh vremen do serediny
XIX veka [The Social Thought of Russia: From Ancient Times to the Middle of the 20™ Century].
Vol. 1. Stanovleniye obshchestvennoy mysli dopetrovskoy Rusi [The Formation of Public Thought
in Pre-Petrine Rus]. Moscow: Politicheskaya entsiklopediya. 528 p.

Fedotov, G. P. 2000. Sobranie sochinenii [Collected Works]. Vol. 8. Svyatye Drevnei Rusi [Saints of
Old Rus]. Moscow: Martis. 268 p.

Fedotov, G. P. 2001. Sobranie sochinenii [Collected Works]. Vol. 10. Russkaya religioznost’[Russian
Religiosity]. Pt. 1. Khristianstvo Kievskoi Rusi. X—XIII vv. [Christianity of Kievan Rus. 10-13
Centuries]. Moscow: Martis. 382 p.

Gaidenko, P. I. 2020. Kogda knyaz’ stanovilsya svyatym? Neskol’ko nablyudenii o fenomene svyatosti
drevnerusskikh knyazei XI-XIII vv. [When Did the Prince Become a Saint? Several Observations
about the Phenomenon of the Holiness of the Ancient Russian Princes of the 11-13 Centuries].
Paleorosiya. Drevnyaya Rus’: vo vremeni, v lichnostyakh, v ideyakh 1(12): 81-94.

Galkovsky, N. M. 2000. Bor 'ba khristianstva s ostatkami yazychestva v drevnei Rusi [The Struggle of
Christianity with the Remnants of Paganism in Old Rus]. Vol. 1, 2. Moscow: Indrik. 376, 308 p.

Ginzburg, C. 1991. Ecstasies Deciphering the Witches’ Sabbath. New York: Pantheon Books. 344 p.

Golubinsky, E. 1998. Istoriya kanonizatsii svyatykh v russkoi tserkvi [The History of the Canonization
of Saints in the Russian Church]. Moscow: Krutitskoe Patriarshee Podvor’e Obshchestvo lyubitelei
tserkovnoi istorii. 600 p.

Klein, L. S. 2004. Voskreshenie Peruna. K rekonstruktsii vostochnoslavyanskogo yazychestva [The
Resurrection of Perun. Towards the Reconstruction of East Slavic Paganism]. Saint Petersburg:
Evraziya. 480 p.

Komarovich, V. L. 2002. Kul’t roda i zemli v knyazheskoi srede XI-XIII vv. [The Cult of the Family
and the Land in the Princely Environment of the 11-13 Centuries]. In Iz istorii russkoi kul tury
[From the History of Russian Culture]. Vol. 2. Bk. 1. Kievskaya i Moskovskaya Rus’ [Kievan and
Moscow Rus], ed. by A. Litvina, F. Uspenskii. Moscow: IASK. 8-29.

Kostromin, K. 2023. Razmyshleniya nad nomerom (Paleorosiya 2023, Ne 1) [Reflections on Issue
(Paleorosia 2023, No. 1)]. Paleorosiya. Drevnyaya Rus’: vo vremeni, v lichnostyakh, v ideyakh
1(21): 97-103. https://doi.org/10.47132/2618-9674 2024 1 201

Laushkin, A. V. 1998. Stikhiinye bedstviya i prirodnye znameniya v predstavleniyakh drevnerusskikh
letopistsev XI-XIII vv. [Natural Disasters and Natural Omens in the Representations of Old Rus
Chroniclers of the 11-13 Centuries]. In Russkoe Srednevekov’e. [Russian Middle Ages]. Issue 1.
Knizhnaia kul'tura [Book Culture], ed. by A.V. Laushkin. Moscow: Manufaktura. 26-58.

Nikitenko, M. M. 2013. Svyati gori Kiyivski: pobudova sakralnogo prostoru rannohristiyanskogo
Kiyeva (kinec X — pochatok XII st.) [Holy Mountains of Kiev: Building the Sacred Space of Early
Christian Kiev (Late 10 — Early 12 Centuries)]. Kyiv. 484 p.

Petrukhin, V. Ya. 2014. Rus’ v IX=X vekakh. Ot prizvaniya varyagov do vybora very [Rus in the
9-10 Centuries. From the Vocation of the Varangians to the Choice of Faith]. Moscow: Forum;
Neolit. 464 p.

Petukhov, E. 1888. Serapion Viadimirskii, russkii propovednik XIII veka [Serapion of Vladimir, a
Russian Preacher of the 13 Century]. Saint Petersburg. [-VII, 1-235, I1I-IX, 1-19 pp.

Puzanov, D. V. 2023. Mertvye v gorode: o mnogoobrazii interpretatsii odnogo syuzheta iz Povesti
vremennykh let [The Dead in the City: On the Variety of Interpretations of One Plot from Primary
Chronicle]. Paleorosiya. Drevnyaya Rus’: vo vremeni, v lichnostyakh, v ideyakh 1(21): 20-33.
https://doi.org/10.47132/2618-9674 2023 1 20



https://doi.org/10.47132/2618-9674_2024_1_201
https://doi.org/10.47132/2618-9674_2023_1_20

Ranchin, A. M. 2007. Vertograd Zlatoslovnyi: Drevnerusskaya knizhnost’ v interpretatsiyakh,
razrabotkakh i kommentariyakh [Vertograd Zlatoslovnyi: Old Rus Literature in Interpretations,
Developments and Comments]. Moscow: NLO. 576 p.

Sazonov, S. V. 1995. “Molitva mertvykh za zhivykh” v russkom letopisanii XII-XV vv. [“Prayer
of the Dead for the Living” in the Russian Chronicle of the 12—15 Centuries]. In Rossiya v X—
XVIII vv. Problemy istorii i istochnikovedeniya. Tezisy dokladov i soobshchenii Vtorykh chtenii,
posvyashchennykh pamyati A. A. Zimina (26-28 ianvaria 1995) [Russia in the 10-18 Centuries.
Problems of History and Source Studies. Abstracts of reports and messages of the Second readings
dedicated to the memory of A. A. Zimin (January 26-28, 1995)]. Pt. 2. Moscow. 508—517.

Toporov, V. N. 1995. Svyatost’ i svyatye v russkoi dukhovnoi kul ture [Sanctity and Saints in Russian
Spiritual Culture]. Vol. 1. Pervyi vek khristianstva na Rusi [The First Century of Christianity in
Rus]. Moscow: “Gnozis” — Shkola “Yazyki russkoi kul’tury”. 875 p.

Zelenin, D. K. 1995. Izbrannye trudy. Ocherki russkoi mifologii: umershie neestestvennoi smert’yu i
rusalki. [Selected Works. Essays on Russian Mythology: Those Who Died an Unnatural Death and
Rusalkaki]. Moscow: Indrik. 432 p.



	_Hlk192878929
	_Hlk193040127
	_Hlk190888056
	_Hlk183000362
	_Hlk163114901
	_Hlk130158988

