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THE ANCESTRAL CULT OF DZHAPUA 
IN THE SYSTEM OF ABKHAZIAN TRADITIONAL RELIGION

Based on the author’s field materials, the paper studies one of the many clan (fam-
ily) prayers that function as an institution of the Abkhazian traditional religion, 
from the perspective of its archaic roots and the modern state. It provides a detailed 
description of the ritual practice and the interpretation of its main elements. A com-
plex study of the cult allowed the author to clarify its origin, to determine its func-
tional purpose, and to attempt to suggest the etymology of its name.
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