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DARGAH: MIRACLES, MYSTICS, SINGERS AND DJINNS

In the article, the author examines the phenomenon of dargahs (tombs of Muslim
saints) in India from the point of view of folk ideas about the miraculous, mystical
and magical. The article is based on the materials collected during the field study that
took place in July and August 2023 in the cities of Delhi, Lucknow and Badayun, the
expedition in November 2024, which included work in Delhi, Agra, Sikri, Aligarh,
Fatehpur-Sikri, and on information from the press and open Internet sources. In this
work, the author refers to the narratives of pilgrims and examines the main types
and sources of miracles mentioned in connection with dargahs. The article is divided
into chapters devoted to miracles related to saints and their followers, to the mirac-
ulous influence of qawwali performed in dargahs and to the possession and the ex-
orcism of jinns. Examining the experiences of the pilgrims, the author concludes that
by considering the phenomenon of dargahs through the prism of the miraculous, the
researcher opens up the possibility of a comprehensive study of seemingly disparate
cultural and religious practices that go beyond a specific religion or a community.
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