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THE LAST JOURNEY WITH NO RETURN AND RESURRECTION:
DIFFERENT WAYS OF BODY AND SOUL IN SLAVIC FUNERAL RITE.

PART TWO: THE ROUTE OF THE SOUL

After death dissolves the soul-body union, the spirit lingers some time near the for-
saken body, travels around the universe and visits the home occasionally. First, it 
persistently stays at home, but with time it comes back less and less often, moves to 
the periphery of living space, coming farther and farther to the world of the dead, 
and eventually becomes one of the ancestors. The journey of the corpse to the cem-
etery also shared with the soul must be without return, transgressed by no one, and 
different from the roads of living thus preventing death from returning. On the con-
trary, the soul of the dead is expected to return to take part in remembrance rites, 
where the fates and shares of the living and the dead are measured and divided and 
mutually beneficial communication is held.  In spring souls of the departed also visit 
the living relatives, coming back from the dead with the waking nature, returning 
birds, and reviving herbs. The ultimate return of the soul comes with the reincarna-
tion to a newborn baby, young animal, bird, or even tree. That is the crucial differ-
ence between the roads of funeral and remembrance rites designed for various parts 
of personal metaphysical union: the soul and the body.
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