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GENDER ORDER IN THE CONTEXT OF TRANSFORMATION: 
GENDER CONTRACTS AND RESOURCES INVESTED IN THEM 

IN RUSSIA IN 1991–1999

The article summarizes the results of a study of changes in the gender order in Rus-
sia during the period of radical transformation of social foundations after the fall of 
the Soviet Union and during the formation of a democratic and market state in the 
1990s. During the fieldwork, 52 narratives were collected and analyzed using phe-
nomenological analysis, which allowed us to get an idea of how gender contracts 
were transformed and what strategies men and women chose to adapt to the chang-
es. As a result, it was found that the contracts of a “housewife” and a “working 
mother” remained the dominant female gender contracts. However, the transition 
period imposed an additional burden on them forcing them to “invest” a significant 
time resource in finding and preparing food, making clothes, maintaining comfort 
at home. In the context of the crisis of the previously paternalistic state, part of the 
care work was shifted to women, who were forced to spend a significant amount of 
time on it to the detriment of the quality of adaptation to the market economy. At the 
same time, men in the 1990s gained access to the gender contract of the “entrepre-
neur,” but often found themselves forced to sacrifice their security and stability. If, 
for various reasons, a man could not successfully integrate into the new economic 
realities, he found himself subject to a possible crisis of masculinity.
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Puzyreĭ, A. A. 1997. Manipulirovanie imaĭevtika: dve paradigm psihotekhniki [Manipulation and 
Maieutics: Two Paradigms of Psychotechnics]. Voprosy metodologii 3–4: 148–165. 

Rastou, D. A. 1996. Perekhody k demokratii: popytka dinamicheskoi modeli [Transitions to De-
mocracy: An Attempt at a Dynamic Model]. Polis. Politicheskie issledovaniia 5: 5–15.

Tartakovskaia, I. N. 2002. Muzhchiny na rynke truda [Men in the Labor Market]. Sotsiologicheskii 
zhurnal 3: 112–125.

Temkina, A. A., and A. Rotkirkh. 2007. Sovetskie gendernye kontrakty i ikh transformatsiia v 
sovremennoi Rossii [Soviet Gender Contracts and Their Transformation in Modern Russia]. 
Rossiiskii gendernyi poriadok: sotsiologicheskii podkhod: 11–12.

Volkov, V. V. 2020. Silovoe predprinimatel’stvo, XXI vek: ekonomiko-sotsiologicheskii analiz [Pow-
er Entrepreneurship, 21st Century: Economic and Sociological Analysis]. Saint Petersburg: Ev-
ropeiskii universitet v Sankt-Peterburge. 350 p.

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.37.081407.085214
https://doi.org/10.1353/ff.2016.0043


Vestnik Antropologii (Herald of Anthropology), 2025. № 1

Zdravomyslova, E. A., A. Rotkirkh, and A. A. Temkina. 2009. Vvedenie. Sozdanie privatnosti kak 
sfery zaboty, liubvi I naemnogo truda [Creating Privacy as a Sphere of Care, Love and Wage La-
bor]. In Novyi byt v sovremennoi Rossii: gendernye issledovaniia povsednevnosti [New Everyday 
Life in Modern Russia: Gender Studies of Everyday Life], ed. by E. A. Zdravomyslova, A. Rot-
kirkh and A. A. Temkina. Saint Petersburg: Evropeiskii universitet v Sankt-Peterburge. 7–32.

Zdravomyslova, E., and A. Temkina. 2002. Krizis maskulinnosti v pozdnesovetskom diskurse [The 
Crisis of Masculinity in Late Soviet Discourse]. In O muzhe (N) stvennosti [On Masculinity], 
ed. by S. Ushakin. Saint Petersburg: Evropeiskii universitet v Sankt-Peterburge. 432–451.

Zdravomyslova, E., and A. Temkina. 2007. Neotraditsionalizm(y) — transformatsiia gendernogo 
grazhdanstva v sovremennoi Rossii [Neotraditionalism(s) — Transformation of Gender Citi-
zenship in Modern Russia]. In Rossiiskii gendernyi poriadok: sotsiologicheskii podkhod [Rus-
sia’s Gender Order: A Sociological Approach], ed. by E. Zdravomyslova and A. Temkina. Saint 
Petersburg: Evropeiskii universitet v Sankt-Peterburge. 205–207.

Zdravomyslova, E. A., and A. A. Temkina. 2003. Gosudarstvennoe konstruirovanie gendera v 
sovetskom obshchestve [State Construction of Gender in Soviet Society]. Zhurnal issledovanii 
sotsial’noi politiki 1(3/4):  299–302.


