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ANTI-RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE AGAINST TAJIK ISMAILIS IN THE 19205
(BASED ON ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS)

The article covers the anti-religious struggle of the Soviet State against Islam in Central
Asia with a focus on the Ismaili community of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Re-
gion (GBAO) of Tajikistan. The study is based on archival documents from two Russian
archives — the State Archive of the Russian Federation (GA RF) and the Russian State
Archive of Social and Political History (RGASPI). The study involved a critical analysis
of archival documents, considering the context of when these documents were created.

The study attempted to comprehend and scientifically evaluate the fact that the trans-
mitters of knowledge about the Ismailis in the region included members of the Joint
State Political Directorate (OGPU), who themselves had very superficial knowledge
about the history of this Islamic branch. In spite of the biased approach of declassi-
fied archival documents concerning the anti-religious struggle in the early years of the
Soviet State, they nevertheless provide researchers with a lot of useful information —
both statistical and shedding light on the socio-political context. The OGPU members
had quite sufficient information regarding the amount of zakat for Aga Khan III, the
ways of delivery and the people involved in this process. These data help researchers to
further investigate the socio-economic condition of religious communities, the role of
their activists in establishing contacts between ordinary community members and their
spiritual leader, etc. A comparative analysis of the materials prepared by government
officials and the documents in the personal archives of the GBAO Ismailis is also impor-
tant. They differ not only in writing style, but also in content. The anti-religious fight-
ers, when preparing their letters and report notes to the center (Tashkent or Moscow),
had the goal of promptly “ridding” the population of “religious prejudices”, while the
spiritual leaders (in our case, the residence of Imam Aga Khan II) strove to preserve
the spiritual bond that had developed between Imam and his followers over millennia.

Keywords: Aga Khan IlI, Ismaili community, lajikistan, anti-religious struggle,
Zakat, spiritual connection

Author Info: Kalandarov, Tokhir S. — Ph.D. in History, Senior Researcher, the
Russian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and
Anthropology (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: tohir s70@mail.ru

For citation: Kalandarov, T. S. 2024. Anti-Religious Struggle against Tajik Ismai-
lis in the 1920s (Based on Archival Documents). Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik
Antropologii) 4: 158—172.

Funding: The work was carried out within the framework of the research plan of
the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology of the Russian Academy of Sciences.


mailto:tohir_s70@mail.ru

Kalandarov, T. S. Anti-Religious Struggle against Tajik Ismailis... 33

References

Ali-zade, A. 2007. Islamskii entsiklopedicheskii slovar’ [Islamic Encyclopedic Dictionary].
Moscow: Ansar. 400 p.

Arapov, D. Yu. (ed.). 2010. Islam i sovetskoie gosudarstvo (1917-1936). Sbornik dokumentov.
Vyp. 2. [Islam and the Soviet State (1917-1936). Collection of Documents. Vol. 2]. Moscow:
Izdatel’skii dom Mardzhani. 208 p.

Bell, C. 1992. Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 270 p.

Briskin, A. M. 1930. Strana tadzhikov [The Country of Tajiks]. Moscow, Saint Petersburg:
Gosudarstvennoie izdatel’stvo. 73 p.

Daftary, F. 2007. The Isma’ilis: Their History and Doctrines. Second Edition. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. 800 p.

Daftary, F. 2011. Ismaility: ikh istoriia i doktriny [The Isma’ilis: Their History and Doctrines].
Moscow: Natalis. 848 p.

Davlatbekov, L. 2015. Zhanr musammat v tvorchestve poetov Badakhshana [The Musammat Genre
in the Works of Poets of Badakhshan]. Vestnik Tadzhikskogo natsional 'nogo universiteta. Seriya
filologiia 4/9 (185): 176—-182.

Kawahara, Y., and U. Mamadsherzodshoev. 2013. Documents from Private Archives in Right-Bank
Badakhshan (Facsimiles). Tokyo: The University of Tokyo. 231 p.

Keller, Sh. 2010. Islam in Soviet Central Asia, 1917—-1930. Soviet Policy and Struggle for Control.
In Politics of Modern Central Asia. Critical Issues in Modern Politics. Vol. 1. Encounters with
Modernity: Russian and Soviet Rule, ed. by D. Bhavna. London & New York: Routledge. 253-278.

Kharyukov, L. N. 1995. Anglo-russkoye sopernichestvo v Tsentral 'noi Azii i ismailizm [Anglo-
Russian Rivalry in Central Asia and Ismailism]. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Moskovskogo
universiteta. 240 p.

Odintsov, M. 1. (ed.). 2018. Konfessional 'naia politika sovetskogo gosudarstva. 1917-1991 gg.:
Dokumenty i materialy. Kn. 2. Tsentral 'nye organy gosudarstvennoi viasti i upravleniia v RSFSR:
sozdanie normativno-pravovoy bazy deiatel’nosti religioznykh ob "yedinenii [Confessional
Policy of the Soviet State. 1917-1991: Documents and Materials. Book 2. Central Bodies of
State Power and Administration in the RSFSR: Creation of a Regulatory Framework for the
Activities of Religious Associations]. Moscow: Politicheskaia entsiklopediia. 670 p.

Odintsov, M. L. (ed.). 2018a. Konfessional 'naia politika sovetskogo gosudarstva. 1917-1991 gg.:
Dokumenty i materialy. Kn. 3. Narodnyye komissariaty SNK RSFSR (1917-1924) i SNK
SSSR (1922—1924). provedenie v zhizn’ dekreta «Ob otdelenii tserkvi ot gosudarstva i shkoly
ot tserkviy [Confessional Policy of the Soviet State. 1917—-1991: Documents and Materials.
Book 3. People’s Commissariats of the Council of People’s Commissars of the RSFSR (1917-
1924) and the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR (1922—-1924): Implementation
of the Decree “On the Separation of Church from State and School from Church”]. Moscow:
Politicheskaia entsiklopediia. 892 p.

Odintsov, M. 1., and A. S. Kochetova. 2023. Svoboda sovesti v istorii Rossii: idei, zakonodatel nye
proyekty, prakticheskoe voploshchenie. Konets XIX — vtoraia chetvert’ XX v [Freedom of
Conscience in the History of Russia: Ideas, Legislative Projects, Practical Implementation. End
of XIX — second quarter of XX century]. Moscow: Politicheskaia entsiklopediia. 559 p.

Rutven, M. 2013. Set’ Aga Khana po razvitiiu i ee uchrezhdeniia [Aga Khan Development
Network and Its Institutions]. In Noveishaia istoriia ismailitov: Preemstvennost’i peremeny v
musul 'manskoi obshchine [Recent History of the Ismailis: Continuity and Change in the Muslim
Community], ed. by F. Daftary. Moscow: Natalis. 231-271.

Semenov, A. A. 1928. Ismailitskaia oda, posviashchennaia voploshcheniiam Aliia-boga [Ismaili
Ode Dedicated to the Incarnations of Ali as a God]. In Iran: sbornik statei [Iran: Collection of
articles], ed. by V. V. Bartol’d. Vol. 2. Saint Petersburg. 1-24.

Smirnov, N. A. 1928. Islam i sovremennyi Vostok [Islam and the Modern East]. Moscow:
Bezbozhnik. 120 p.

Smolkin, V. 2021. Sviato mesto pusto ne byvaet: istoriia sovetskogo ateizma [A Sacred Space is
Never Empty: A History of Soviet Atheism]. Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie. 552 p.



	_Hlk175553583
	_Hlk507687543
	_Hlk173406767
	_Hlk183812790
	_Hlk152862542

