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THE LAST JOURNEY WITH NO RETURN AND RESURRECTION:
DIFFERENT WAYS OF BODY
AND SOUL IN SLAVIC FUNERAL RITE.
PART ONE: THE ROUTE OF THE BODY

According to folk beliefs, rites, taboos and corresponding mythological explana-
tions, the death destroys the unity of body and soul, after that different parts of that
union claim diverse fates and roads, proceeding either side by side or completely
apart. The soul remains some time near the forsaken body, accompanies it on the
way of the funeral procession to the grave, and eventually becomes one of the an-
cestors. First part of the paper deals with the mythological semantics and ritual
symbolics of funeral processions route to the cemetery which is very different from
the ordinary human ways as it has only one final destination and no return, it locks
the boundaries of the space of the living by ritual transgressing all the liminal loci
on its way (threshold, crossroads, water limit etc.), provides the deceased with his
or her share of common goods, disposes of the dead person items and so on. This
ensures successful conclusion of a funeral rite, which has to transfer the body of the
deceased to the graveyard, the soul to the otherworld and prevents it from turning
into an unrestful vengeful walking dead.

Keywords: deceased, funeral, procession, road, cemetery, crossroads, threshold, soul
Author Info: Andrunina, Maria A. — Ph.D. in Philology, Researcher, the Russian
Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthro-
pology (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: mary-andr@mail.ru

For citation: Andrunina, M. A. 2024. The Last Journey with no Return and Res-
urrection: Different Ways of Body and Soul in Slavic Funeral Rite. Part One: The
Route of the Body. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 4:132—142.

References

Baiburin, A. K. 1983. Zhilishche v obriadakh i predstavleniiakh vostochnykh slavian [ The Dwelling
in Rites and Views of Eastern Slavs]. Leningrad: Nauka. 188 p.

Baiburin, A. K., and G. A. Levinton. 1990. Pokhorony i svad’ba [The Funeral and the Wedding]. In
Issledovaniia v oblasti balto-slavianskoi dukhovnoi kul tury. Pogrebal 'nyi obriad [Research on the Baltic-
Slavic Spiritual Culture. Funeral rite], ed. by V. V. Ivanov and L. G. Nevskaia. Moscow: Nauka. 64-99.

Biegeleisen, H. 1930. Smier¢ w obrzedach, zwyczajach i wierzeniach ludu polskiego [The Death in
Rites, Customs and Beliefs of Polish People]. Warszawa: Dom Ksiazki Polskiej Spotka AKC. 344 p.

Konobrodska, V. 2007. Polis ’kii pohoval 'nii i pominal 'ni obryadi [Polesyan Funeral and Remembrance
Rites]. Vol. 1., Etnolingvistichni studii [Ethnolinguistic Studies]. Zhitomir: Polissia. 356 p.

Kukharonak, T.1. 1990. Siameinaia abradnasts’belarusay [ The Family Rites of Belorussians]. Siam 'ia
i siameiny byt belarusay [Family and Family Life of Belarusians], ed. by V. K. Bandarchyk,
G. M. Kurylovich, L. V. Rakaia et al. Minsk: Navuka i tekhnika. 189-249.

Nevskaia, L. G. 1980. Semantika dorogi i smezhnykh predstavlenii v pogrebal’nom obriade [The



28 Vestnik Antropologii (Herald of Anthropology), 2024. Ne 4

Semantics of Road and Corresponding Notions in the Funeral Rite]. In Struktura teksta, ed. by
T. V. Civ’yan, Moscow: Nauka. 228-239.

Nevskaia, L. G. 1990. Balto-slavianskoe prichitanie: Rekonstruktsiia semanticheskoi struktury [The
Baltic-Slavic Keens: Reconstruction of the Semantic Structure]. Issledovaniia v oblasti balto-
slavianskoi dukhovnoi kul tury. Pogrebal’nyi obriad [Research on the Baltic-Slavic Spiritual
Culture. Funeral rite], ed. by V. V. Ivanov and L. G. Nevskaia. Moscow: Nauka. 135-146.

Sedakova, O. A. 2004. Poetika obriada. Pogrebal naia obriadnost’ vostochnykh i iuzhnykh slavian
[The Rite’s Poetics. Funeral Customs of Eastern and Southern Slavs]. Moscow: Indrik. 320 p.

Shchepanskaia, T. B. 2003. Kul tura dorogi v russkoi miforitual 'noi traditsii XIX-XX vv. [The Culture
of Road in Russian Mythoritual Tradition in XIX—XX Centuries]. Moscow: Indrik. 528 p.

Tolstaia, S. M. 2008. Prostranstvo slova. Leksicheskaia semantika v obshcheslavianskoi perspektive
[The Space of the Word. Lexical Semantics in Common Slavic Perspective]. Moscow: Indrik. 528 p.

Tolstoi, N. 1. 1995. Yazyk i narodnaia kul tura. Ocherki po slavianskoi mifologii i etnolingvistike [ The Language
and Traditional Culture. The Essays on Slavic Mythology and Ethnolinguistic]. Moscow: Indrik. 512 p.

Zavoiko, G. K. 1914. Verovaniia, obriady i obychai velikorossov Vladimirskoi gubernii [Beliefs,
Rites and Customs of Great Russians in Vladimir Province]. Etnograficheskoe obozrenie 3—4.

Zelenin, D. K. 1991. Vostochnoslavyanskaia etnografiia [Eastern Slavic Ethnography]. Moscow:
Nauka. 511 p.



	_Hlk175553583
	_Hlk507687543
	_Hlk173406767
	_Hlk183812790
	_Hlk152862542

