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SERGEY A. TOKAREV’S CONCEPTUAL IDEAS
ON THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE YAKUTS
IN THE 17"" CENTURY AND THE MODERN HISTORIOGRAPHY

The article discusses the outstanding contribution of S. A. Tokarev (1899-1985) to
the study of the Yakuts’ social organization in the 17" century employing a mod-
ern theoretical and methodological approach. Although the researcher generally
worked within the strict framework of the formational approach commonly accepted
in Soviet historiography, sometimes he managed to go beyond it in an effort to be
objective. This was possible due to his deep knowledge of not only ethnograph-
ic materials, but also of Russian written sources of the 17" century. He studied
huge arrays of cursive columns from the funds of the Siberian Prikaz and the Ya-
kut Voivode's Hut, stored in the central archives, and used them in a comparative
analysis with other sources. The original concept of the social organization of the
Yakuts in the 17" century that he developed in the 1930s and subsequently revised
in his major works in the 1940—1950s, made an outstanding contribution to Russian
historiography, supplemented it with new data and offered a holistic view of the
historical and ethnographic realities of the Yakut late medieval society. However,
S. A. Tokarev's intention to remain on reliable historical ground, based on spe-
cific documentary sources of the 17" century, provoked substantial criticism. His
research was cast in a continuous search for the closest scientific definitions to the
categories of social organization of the Yakuts, which he identified. He used the
entire toolkit of theoretical approaches and research methods and his experience,
based on the best traditions of Russian historical and ethnographic science. Modern
achievements of Yakut studies of historical knowledge confirm the scientific signifi-
cance and relevance of the main conclusions and observations of S. A. Tokarev.

Keywords: S. A. Tokarev, social organization of the Yakuts in the 17" century,
historiography, sources, Yakut studies

Author Info: Borisov, Andrian A. — Dr. in History, Chief Researcher in the Center
for Intellectual History and Culture, the Institute of the Humanities Research and the
Indigenous Studies of the North, Russian Academy of Sciences, Siberian Branch —
Federal Research Centre «The Yakut Scientific Centre of the Siberian Branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences» (Yakutsk, Russian Federation). E-mail: a_a_bor-
isov@mail.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8285-642 1

For citation: Borisov, A. A. 2024. Sergey A. Tokarev’s Conceptual Ideas on the So-
cial Organization of the Yakuts in the 17" Century and the Modern Historiography.
Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 4: 64-78.

Funding: The research was carried out as the project under the state assignment No.
1023032900024-0-6.1.1 “Regional Governance of Yakutia in the Communicative
Space of the Russian State: Social Aspect (17" — early 20™ centuries)”.



mailto:a_a_borisov@mail.ru
mailto:a_a_borisov@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8285-6421

16 Vestnik Antropologii (Herald of Anthropology), 2024. Ne 4

References

Bakhrushin, S. V., and S. A. Tokarev (eds.). 1953. Yakutiia v XVII veke [ Yakutia in the 17" Century].
Yakutsk: Knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. 439 p.

Bakhrushin, S. V. 1955a. Ostiatskie i vogul’skie kniazhestva v XVI i XVII v. [Ostyak and Vogul
Principalities in the 16™ and 17" Centuries]. In Nauchnye Trudy [Scientific Works], by
S. V. Bakhrushin. Vol. 3. Moscow: Akademiia Nauk SSSR. 86-152.

Bakhrushin, S. V. 1955b. Ocherednye zadachi istoricheskogo izucheniia Yakutii. [ The Current Tasks
of the Historical Study of Yakutia]. In Nauchnye Trudy [Scientific Works], by S. V. Bakhrushin.
Vol. 3. Moscow: Akademiia nauk SSSR. 263-272.

Barg, M. A. 1973. Problemy sotsial 'noi istorii v osveshchenii sovremennoi zapadnoi medievistike
[Problems of Social History in the Light of Modern Western Medieval Studies]. Moscow:
Nauka. 232 p.

Basharin, G. P. 1950. Obshchestvennyi stroi yakutov nachala XVII v. [The Social System of the
Yakuts at the Beginning of the 17 Century]. Voprosy istorii 4: 91-102.

Basharin, G. P. 2003. Istoriia agrarnykh otnoshenii v Yakutii. T.1. Agrarnye otnosheniia s drevnikh
vremen do 1770-kh godov [History of Agrarian Relations in Yakutia. Vol. 1. Agrarian Relations
from Ancient Times to the 1770s]. Moscow: Art-Fleks. 443 p.

Borisov, A. A. 2010. Sotsial 'naia istoriia iakutov v pozdnee Srednevekov’e i Novoe vremia: (opyt
kompleksnogo issledovaniia) [Social History of the Yakuts in the Late Middle Ages and Modern
Times: (a Comprehensive Study)]. Novosibirsk: Nauka. 269 p.

Borisov, A. A. 2016. Ulus kak universal’naia forma politicheskoi i obshchestvennoi samoorganizatsii
tiurkskikh i mongol’skikh narodov [Ulus as a Universal form of Political and Social Self-
Organization of Turkic and Mongolian People]. Eurasian Nomadic Pastoralism: History,
Culture, Environment. CNEAS Reports 22: 123134,

Gardanov, B. A. 1946. K voprosu o kharaktere obshchestvennogo stroia u yakutov v XVII v.
[On the Nature of the Social System among the Yakuts in the 17" Century]. Sovetskaia
etnografiia 2: 218-226.

Gogolev, A. 1. 1988. Sotsial’naia organizatsiia i traditsionnaia sem’ia yakutov v v XVII veke [Social
Organization and Traditional Family of the Yakuts in the 17" Century]. In Sem ’ia u narodov Sever-
Vostoka SSSR: Sbornik nauchnykh trudov [Family among the Peoples of the North-East of the USSR:
A Collection of Scientific Works], ed. by M. K. Pankratova. Yakutsk: YF SO AN SSSR. 89-98.

Gurvich, I. S. 1955. K voprosu ob obshhestvennom stroe yakutov v XVII-XIX vekakh [On the
Social Structure of the Yakuts in the 17"-20" Centuries]. Uchenye zapiski IYLI YF AN SSSR
[Scientific Notes of ILLH YF AS USSR]. Vol. 3. Yakutsk. 3—17.

Ivanov, V. F. 1992. Sotsial 'no-ekonomicheskie otnosheniia v Yakutii (konets XVII — seredina
XIX vv.,). [Social and Economic Relations in Yakutia (Late 17" — mid-19" Centuries)].
Novosibirsk: Sibirskoe otdelenie. 228 p.

Ivanov, V.N. 1966. Sotsial no-ekonomicheskie otnosheniia u yakutov. XVII vek [Social and
Economic Relations among the Yakuts. 17" century]. Yakutsk: Knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. 424 s.
Kradin, N. N. 1995. Vozhdestvo: sovremennoe sostoianie i problemy izucheniia [Chiefdom: Current
State and Problems of Study]. In Rannie formy politicheskoi organizatsii: ot pervobytnosti k
gosudarstvennosti [Early Forms of Political Organization: from Primitiveness to Statehood],

ed. by V. A. Popov. Moscow: Vostochnaia literatura RAN. 11-61.

Kradin, N. N. 2000. Kochevniki, mir-imperii i sotsial’naia evoliutsiia [Nomads, World-Empires
and Social Evolution]. In Al ternativnye puti k tsivilizatsii [Alternative Paths to Civilization],
ed. by E. V. Komarova. Moscow: Logos. 314-336.

Kradin, N. N. 2019. Sovremennaia diskussiia o politogeneze u kochevnikov-skotovodov [Modern
Discussion about Politogenesis among Nomadic Pastoralists]. Vostok 1: 6-23. https:/doi.
org/10.31857/S086919080003956-8

Ksenofontov, G. V. 1935. Tezisy-konspekty “Ocherkov po drevnei istorii yakutov’ [Abstracts-



https://doi.org/10.31857/S086919080003956-8
https://doi.org/10.31857/S086919080003956-8

Borisov, A. A. Sergey A. Tokarev’s Conceptual Ideas 17

Summaries of “Essays on the Ancient History of the Yakuts”]. Sbornik trudov NII yazyka i
kul tury pri SNK YASSR [Collection of Works of the Research Institute of Language and Culture
under the Council of People’s Commissars of the Ukrainian ASSR], ed. by P. A. Oiunskii. Vol. 1.
Yakutsk: Knizhnoe Izdatel’stvo. 73-97.

Kushner, P. 1924. Ocherk razvitiia obshchestvennykh form [Essay on the Development of Social
Forms]. Moscow: Kommunisticheskii universitet imeni Ya. M. Sverdlova. 430 p.

Mauss, M. 1996. Obshhestva. Obmen. Lichnost’ [Societies. Exchange. Personality]. Moscow:
«Vostochnaia literaturay RAN. 418 p.

Mitrofanov, V. V. 2017. Problemy obshchestvennogo stroia i etnogeneza yakutov v otzyve
S. V. Bakhrushina na knigu S. A. Tokareva [Problems of the Social System and Ethnogenesis
of the Yakuts in the S. V. Bakhrushin’s Review on the Book by S. A. Tokarev]. Vestnik
ugrovedeniia 1: 169—182.

Parfenova, O. A. 2023. Traditsionnoe yakutskoe obshchestvo kontsa XVI — nachala XVII vv.:
sotsial’nye struktury i vlast’ (istochniki, issledovaniia, diskussii) [ Traditional Yakut society of the
Late 16"—early 17" Centuries: Social Structures and Power (Sources, Research, Discussions)].
Severo-vostochnyi gumanitarnyi vestnik 3: 8—19. https://doi.org/10.25693/SVGV.2023.44.3.001

Shirokogorov, S. M. 1923. Etnos. Issledovaniia osnovnykh printsipov izmeneniia etnicheskikh i
etnograficheskikh iavienii [Ethnos. Research into the Basic Principles of Changes in Ethnic and
Ethnographic Phenomena]. Shanghai. 134 p.

Shunkov, V. 1, 1974. Voprosi agrarnoi istorii Rossii [Questions of Russian Agrarian History].
Moscow: Nauka. 376 p.

Tokarev, S. A. 1941. Proiskhozhdenie yakutskoi narodnosti [Origin of the Yakut people]. Kratkie
soobshheniia Instituta istorii material 'noi kul tury 9: 58—63.

Tokarev, S. A. 1945. Obshhestvennyi stroi yakutov XVII-XVIII vv. [Social Structure of the Yakuts in
the 17th-18th centuries]. Yakutsk: Knizhnoe Izdatel’stvo. 414 p.

Trepavlov, V. V. 2000. Kanun gosudarstvennosti v olonkho (vzgliad istorika na yakutskii geroicheskii
epos) [The Eve of Statehood in Olonkho (a Historian’s View of the Yakut Heroic Epic)]. In
Olonkho — duhovnoe nasledie naroda Sakha [Olonkho — the Spiritual Heritage of the Sakha
People], ed. by E. M. Maharov. Yakutsk: IGI AN RS (Y). 24-56.

Ushnickii, V. V. 2018. Rol’ i mesto yakutskogo vozhdestva — toionata v upravlencheskoi strukture
Rossiiskoi gosudarstvennosti v XVII v. [The Role and Place of the Yakut Chieftaincy Toyonat in
the Administrative Institution of the Russian State in the 17" Century]. Problemy vostokovedeniia
4: 14-19. https://doi.org/10.24411/2223-0564-2018-10402

Vasiliev, F. F. 1994. Ranneiakutskii ulus: sotsial’nye i voennye struktury [Early Yakut ulus: social
and military structures]. In Etnos: traditsii i sovremennost’ [Ethnos: Traditions and Modernity],
ed. by. V.N. Ivanov. Yakutsk: YNC SO RAN: 32-50.

Vasiutin, S. A. 2016. Kontsepty “vozhdestvo’ i “gosudarstvo’ v otsenke politicheskikh institutov
rannesrednevekovykh imperii Tsentral’noi Azii [The Concepts «Chiefdom» and «State» in The
Evaluation of the Political Institutions in The Early Medieval Empires of Central Asia]. Vestnik
Kemerovskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta 4. 22-27. https://doi.org/10.21603/2078-8975-
2016-4-22-27



https://doi.org/10.25693/SVGV.2023.44.3.001
https://doi.org/10.24411/2223-0564-2018-10402
https://doi.org/10.21603/2078-8975-2016-4-22-27
https://doi.org/10.21603/2078-8975-2016-4-22-27

	_Hlk175553583
	_Hlk507687543
	_Hlk173406767
	_Hlk183812790
	_Hlk152862542

