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Book REvVIEW: FEDOROV, R. YU. THE FEATURES OF TRADITIONAL CULTURE AND

DyYNAMICS OF ETHNOCULTURAL PROCESSES AMONG BELARUSIAN PEASANT-MIGRANTS

OF SIBERIA AND THE FAR EAST OF RussIiA
(SECOND HALF OF THE 19™ — BEGINNING OF 215" CENTURY)

The book by R. Yu. Fedorov presents the findings of a ten-year investigation into
the migration patterns of peasants from Belarus to Siberia and the Far East. For
the first time in Russian ethnology, the author conducted a comprehensive and mul-
tifactorial study, employing a historical perspective and drawing upon data from
a range of disciplines, including ethnology, history, folklore, linguistics, statistics
and geography. This approach enabled the identification of the distinctive features
of traditional culture and the dynamics of ethno-cultural processes among Belaru-
sian peasant migrants to Siberia and the Far East. The author characterizes the
ethno-cultural palette of migrants — people from different provinces of Belarus,
the socio-historical background of their movement to the east of Russia, traces the
evolution of identity, regional settlements and ethno-cultural processes of peasant
migrants to Siberia and the Far East. The monograph also devotes significant at-
tention to the preservation, renewal and transformation of the spiritual and material
culture of Belarusian peasant migrants, modification of the mechanisms of tradition
transmission among the descendants of immigrants from Belarus. The reviewer pro-
vides a concise overview of the content, sources, and methodology of the research,
emphasizing the novel elements of the study in the context of the contemporary
studies of diasporas of the East Slavic population of Siberia and the Far East.
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