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OLD BELIEVERS: A VIEW THROUGH THE MUSEUM SHOWCASE. 
THE PRESENTATION OF CONFESSIONAL TRADITIONS IN THE 

STATE MUSEUM OF THE HISTORY OF RELIGION

The article presents a study of the exposition of the State Museum of the History of 
Religion in St. Petersburg, dedicated to the history of Old Believers. The limited 
space available at the museum precludes the presentation of the topic in its entirety, 
given the richness of the museum’s collection. Consequently, the creators of the ex-
position had to limit themselves to a concise overview emphasizing the most salient 
items that refer to significant events and personalities. The museum exposition aims 
to present the evolution of human spiritual life over many years, the history of ideas 
with the help of objects, to preserve and pass on to museum visitors the intangible 
spiritual heritage by material means. The museum ethics is also an important issue: 
the exhibition has to be delicate with the feelings of believers while preserving the 
dialogical nature of Old Believers’ culture. One showcase demonstrates the objects 
belonging to different groups of Old Believers, and therefore the museum has a 
special responsibility. Despite the original intention of the museum staff to keep the 
presentation of different confessional sections on the same level, the exhibits some-
times come into contradiction with this principle. Special attention in the article 
is paid to the most interesting objects from the museum’s collection, their role in 
placing semantic emphases during museum tours, and the interaction of exhibits in 
the semantic field of the exposition.
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