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FETISHES AKLAMA KPAKPEWO OF THE ADAN PEOPLE: 
TRADITION AND INTERPRETATION

This article studies the tradition of creating Aklama kpakpewo fetishes of the Adan 
people, who are a part of the large Ewe ethnic group and live in modern Ghana and 
Togo. The traditional religion of this society is the Vodun cult, with a complex sacred 
system formed within it, which includes several levels of hierarchy of deities, spirits, 
mystical creatures of Aziz, ancestral spirits and amulets of magical properties. All 
these elements have a physical expression in the form of fetishes, the most typical 
of which are the Aklama kpakpewo figures. These figures are simple, but extremely 
diverse, which makes them difficult to interpret. In this paper, the author attempts 
a comprehensive analysis of this type of fetish based on materials collected by an-
thropologists and ethnographers starting from the end of the 19th century. The work 
uses historiographical analysis and an empirical approach. The latter is based on 
the author’s study of a large collection of fetish figures located in museums, private 
collections, as well as in the author’s personal collection.
Keywords: Adan people, Ewe people, fetishes of Aklama kpakpewo, Vodun reli-
gion, Ghana, Togo, Yates’ typology
Author Info: Medushevsky, Nikolay A.  — Doctor of Political Sciences, Pro-
fessor of the Department for Modern East and Africa Studies, Russian State Uni-
versity for the Humanities (Moscow, Russian Federation); Associate Professor, 
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: 
lucky5659@yandex.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0475-6713
For citation: Medushevsky, N. A. 2024. Fetishes Aklama Kpakpewo of the Adan 
People: Tradition and Interpretation. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antro-
pologii) 2: 186–206.

References
Asante, M. K. and A. Mazama (eds.). 2009. Encyclopedia of African Religion. Thousand Oaks, 

California: SAGE. 897 p.
Blier, S. P. 1996. African Vodun: Art, Psychology and Power. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 463 p.
Bocola, S. and E. Bassani. 1995. African Seats Prestel. Munich, New York: Prestel. 200 p.
Gayibor, N. L, and K. Kossi-Titrikou. 1999. Stratégies lignagères et occupation de l’espace: 

Le cas des Adangbé émigrés au pays Akposso au Togo [Lineage Strategies and Occupation 
of Space: The Case of the Adangbé Emigrants to the Akposso Country in Togo]. In Revue 
française d’histoire d’outre-mer, tome 86, n°324–325, 2e semestre 1999. Pour une histoire du 
contrôle social dans les mondes coloniaux: justice, prisons, et enfermement de l’espace [French 
Overseas History Review, volume 86, n°324–325, 2nd semester 1999. For a History of Social 
Control in Colonial Worlds: Justice, Prisons, and Confinement of Space], ed. by F. Bernault, P. 
Boilley, I. Thioub. 203–228. https://doi.org/10.3406/outre.1999.3747

Gayibor, N. L. (ed.). 1996. Le Peuplement du Togo. Etat Actuel des Connaissances Historiques 
[The People of Togo. Current State of Historical Knowledge]. Lomé: Les Presses de l’US 

https://doi.org/10.3406/outre.1999.3747


32

(Universite du Benin Departement d’histoire). 183 p. https://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-
doc/pleins_textes/divers19-12/010009851.pdf

Goldwater, R. 1964. Senufo Sculpture from West Africa. New York: The Museum of Primitive Art. 129 p.
Hübner, I. and U. Weinhold. 1996. Geest en Kracht: Vodun uit West-Afrika [Spirit and Power: Vo-

dun from West Africa]. Bergen Dal, The Netherlands: The Afrika Museum. 161 p.
Meyer, B. 1999. Translating the Devil: Religion and Modernity Among the Ewe in Ghana. Edin-

burgh: University Press for the International African Institute. 265 p.
Mirimanov, V. I. 1986. Iskusstvo tropicheskoi Afriki [Art of Tropical Africa]. Moscow: Iskusstvo. 310 p.
Montgomery, E. 2018. They Died in Blood: Morality and Communitas in Ewe Ritual. Journal of 

Ritual Studies 32(1): 25–40.
Montgomery, E. 2021. Vodún/Vodu, Resistance, and North/South Relations in Undemocratic Togo. 

Journal of Religion in Africa 50(3–4): 224–248.
Nii, Q. et al. 2016. Aklama, Hilfsgeister der Ewe und Dangme aus der Studiensammlung Horst An-

tes [Helping Spirits of the Ewe and Dangme People from the Study Collection of Horst Antes]. 
Karlsruhe: Studienstiftung Horst Antes. 176 p.

Ol’derogge, D. A. and I. I. Potekhin (eds.). 1954. Narody Afriki [Peoples of Africa]. Moscow: Iz-
datel’stvo Akademii nauk SSSR. 732 p.

Pazzi, R. 1976. L’Homme eve, aja, gen, fon et son univers: Dictionnaire [Ewe, Aja, Gun, Fon Peo-
ple and their Universe: Dictionary]. Lome, Togo. 376 p.

Ploss, H. H. 1876. Das Kind in Brauch und Sitte der Völker [The Child in Habit and Custom of 
Peoples]. Bd. 1: Anthropologische Studien: in 2 Bd. Stuttgart: Auerbach. XII. 294 p.

Schmeltz, J. D. E. 1912. Zaubermittel der Evheer (Aus dem Städtischen Museum in Bremen) [Mag-
ic remedies of the Evheer (From the Municipal Museum in Bremen)]. Archives Internationales 
D’Ethnographie 14: 9–14.

Segy, L. 1958. African Sculpture (African Art. Art of Illustration). Dover: Dover Publications. 244 p.
Simpson, G. E. 1946. Four Vodun Ceremonies. The Journal of American Folklore 59(232): 154–167.
Spiess, C. 1902. Zaubermittel der Evheer in Togo. Globus: Illustrierte Zeitschrift für Länder- und 

Völkerkunde 81: 314–320.
Sprigge, R. G. S. 1969. Eweland’s Adangbe: An Enquiry into an Oral Tradition. Transactions of the 

Historical Society of Ghana 10: 87–128.
Surgy, A. de. 1985. La Systeme Religieux des Evhe.  Paris: Éditjons LHarmattan. 336 p.

https://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/divers19-12/010009851.pdf
https://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/divers19-12/010009851.pdf

	_Hlk145690417
	_Hlk145689383
	_Hlk148713165
	_Hlk151832113
	_Hlk159350145
	_Hlk147759253
	_Hlk148201775
	_heading=h.tz9q52hfcf6t
	_heading=h.w6yiausojik5
	_heading=h.niv68i9vbui
	_Hlk161676045

