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THE MORDVINS’ WHEELED VEHICLES:
TYPOLOGY AND HISTORY OF USAGE

Wheeled vehicles played a significant role in the economic life and in leisure activ-
ities of the Mordvins. The cart was used to transport various goods and luggage,
served for trips to the forest, the haymaking, the field, the mill, the bazaar, to neigh-
bors, to prayers, etc. Similar in design, they had differences in the structure of the
body mounted on the chassis of a horse-drawn carriage, which varied depending
on the cargo being transported. The design of the Mordovian carts was similar to
the design of the peoples of the Middle Volga region, only the names and some body
construction details differed. Usually a farm had one cart, which was used to per-
form a variety of tasks in the peasant economy. Carts of simpler forms were made
by the peasants themselves, while the Mordovian carriage industry with its centers
became widespread by the middle of the XIX century.

Wheeled vehicles were conventionally divided into household (cart “box”, droga,
sheaf wagon, dung truck, oder, ratka, rydvan, cart, mail, bread truck, water truck, fire
horse—drawn carts, special — wheelbarrows, etc., handcarts, wheelbarrows) and crew
(tarantass, walker, cart, droshky, cab, ruler, chaise, carriage, etc.) types. The presence
of wheeled vehicles with information on their distribution, purpose or details of struc-
tures in some localities is confirmed by field-collected (including outside the Mordovian
territory/republic), linguistic (Mordovian-Erzya and Mordovian-moksha dictionaries),
toponymic and other data. The existence of various means of transport or their compo-
nent parts is more or less directly reflected in the oral poetic creativity of the Mordvins.

Keywords: Wheeled vehicles, Mordvins, field data, household, everyday life, rituals
Authors info: Nikonova, Liudmila I. — Doctor of History, Professor, Leading
Researcher of the Department of Regional Studies and Ethnology, Research Insti-
tute of Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Mordovia (Saransk,
Russian Federation). E-mail: congress7@list.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-
0003-4327-9534

Okhotina, Tatiana N. — Senior Researcher of the Department of History, Research
Institute of Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Mordovia (Sa-
ransk, Russian Federation). E-mail: himera@mail.ru

Medov, Alexey A. — Postgraduate Student of the Department of Regional Studies
and Ethnology, Research Institute of Humanities under the Government of the Re-
public of Mordovia (Saransk, Russian Federation). E-mail: medov.al@yandex.ru
For citation: Nikonova, L. 1., T. N. Okhotina and A. A. Medov. 2024. The Mord-
vins’ Wheeled Vehicles: Typology and History of Usage. Herald of Anthropology
(Vestnik Antropologii) 1: 234-254.



mailto:congress7@list.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4327-9534
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4327-9534
mailto:himera@mail.ru
mailto:medov.al@yandex.ru

50 Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) Ne 1, 2024

References

Busygin, E. P. 1966. Russkoe sel skoe naselenie Srednego Povolzh'ya: istoriko-etnograficheskoe
issledovanie material 'noj kul tury (seredina XIX — nach. XX vv.) [The Russian Rural Population
of the Middle Volga Region: a Historical and Ethnographic Study of Material Culture (middle
19" — early 20" Century)]. Kazan: University Press. 403 p.

Evseviev, M. E. 1966. Mordovskaya svad’ba [Mordovian Wedding]. In Izbrannye trudy. Istoriko-
etnograficheskie issledovaniya [Selected Works. Historical and Ethnographic Research]. Vol. 5.
Saransk: Mordovskoe knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. 399-400.

Firstov, 1. I. 1978. Osnovnye vidy kustarnyh promyslov v poreformennoj Mordovii [The Main
Types of Handicrafts in the Post—-Reform Mordovia]. In Material 'naya i duhovnaya kul tura
mordvy v XVIII-XX vv. [Material and Spiritual Culture of Mordovia in the 18" — 20" centuries],
ed. by V. I. Kozlov. Trudi NIIYALIE, Issue 62. Saransk. 25-59.

Fokin, P. P. 2009. Zemledelie [Agriculture]. In Chuvashi: istoriya i kul tura [Chuvash People: History
and Culture], ed. by V. P. Ivanov. Volume 1. Cheboksary: Chuvash Publishing House. 221-234.

Khalikov, N. A. 1995. Hozyajstvo tatar Povolzh’ya i Urala (seredina XIX — nachalo XX vv.).
Istoriko-etnograficheskij atlas tatarskogo naroda [The Economy of the Tatars of the Volga
Region and the Urals (Middle 19"—Early 20" Centuries). Historical and Ethnographic Atlas of
the Tatar People]. Kazan: Institute of Language, Literature and Culture. 235 p.

Lebedeva, S. H. 1991. Transportnye sredstva udmurtov [Vehicles of Udmurts]. In Hozyajstvennaya
i material 'naya kul tura udmurtov v XIX-XX vekah [Economic and Material Culture of Udmurts
in the 19""-20% centuries], ed. by G. A. Nikitina. Saransk: Udmurt Institute of History, Language
and Literature. 176-181.

Luzgin, A. S. 2016. Narodnye promysly mordovskogo kraya. Vtoraya polovina XIX — nachalo XX
v. (etnokul turnye aspekty) [Folk Crafts of the Mordovian Region. The Second Half of the 19" —
early 20™ century (Ethnocultural Aspects)]. Saransk: Mordovian Publishing House. 272 p.

Luzgin, A. S. and L. I. Nikonova. 2007. Promysly [Crafts]. In Nikonova, L. I. et al. Mordva yuga
Sibiri [Mordvins of the South of Siberia]. Saransk: Research Institute of Humanities under the
Government of the Republic of Moldova. 157-168.

Mariskin, I. S. and O. 1. Mariskin. 1998. Letopis’ Atyashevskoj zemli [The Chronicle of the Atyrau
Land]. Saransk: Krasny Oktabr’. 536 p.

Mokshin, N. F. 2002. Material 'naya kul tura mordvy: Etnograficheskii spravochnik [Material Culture
of the Mordvins: Ethnographic Reference]. Saransk: Mordovian Publishing House. 208 p.

Mokshin, N. F. 2004. Mifologiva mordvy: Etnograficheskij spravochnik [The Mythology of the
Mordvins: An Ethnographic Reference Book]. Saransk: Mordovian Publishing House. 316 p.

Molotova, T. L. 2009. Transport tradicionnyj [Traditional Transport]. In Enciklopediya Respubliki
Marij El [Encyclopedia of the Republic of Mari El], ed. by L. A. Garanin. Yoshkar-Ola: Mar
NIIJLI. 761-762.

Nikolsky, N. V. 2004. Sobranie sochinenij. Tom 1, Trudy po etnografii i fol 'kloru chuvashskogo
naroda [Collected Works. Volume I, Works on the Ethnography and Folklore of the Chuvash
People]. Cheboksary: Chuvashskoje knizhnoje izdatel’stvo. 527 p.

Nikonova, L. 1. [et al.] 2007. Mordva yuga Sibiri [Mordvins of the South of Siberia]. Saransk:
Research Institute of Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Moldova. 312 p.
Nikonova, L. I., L. N. Shchankina, and T. V. Garmaeva. 2010. Mordva cirkumbajkal skogo regiona i
Respubliki Hakasiya [Mordvins of the Circumbaikalian Region and the Republic of Khakassia].
Saransk: Research Institute of Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Mordovia.

268 p. (“Mordvins of Russia”)

Nikonova, L. I, L. N. Shchankina, T. N. Okhotina, and S. A. Makhalov. 2009. Mordva Saratovskoj
oblasti. Petrovskii raion [Mordovia of the Saratov region. Petrov Region]. Part 1. Saransk:
Research Institute of Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Mordovia. 200 p.
(“Mordvins of Russia”).



Nikonova, L. I, T. N. Okhotina and A. A. Medov. The Mordvins’ ... 51

Nikonova, L. I., S. A. Makhalov, T. N. Okhotina, V. P. Savka, and L. N. Shchankina. 2013. Mordva
Saratovskoj oblasti [Mordovia of the Saratov Region]. Saransk: Research Institute of Humanities
under the Government RM. 70 p.

Nikonova, L. I., T. V. Aksenova, T. N. Okhotina, V. P. Savka, and M. M. Fadeeva. 2012. Mordva
Urala i Zaural’ya [Mordvins of the Urals and Trans-Urals]. Saransk: Research Institute of
Humanities under the Government of the Republic of Mordovia. 464 p. (“Mordvins of Russia”).

Sepeev, G. A. 1975. Vostochnye marijcy: istoriko-etnograficheskoe issledovanie material noj
kul tury (seredina XIX — nachalo XX vv.) [The Eastern Mari: a Historical and Ethnographic
Study of Material Culture (middle 19"—early 20™ centuries)]. Yoshkar-Ola: Marijskoe knizhnoe
izdatel’stvo. 244 p.

Shakhmatov, A. A. 1910. Mordovskij etnograficheskij sbornik [Mordovian Ethnographic
Collection]. Saint Petersburg: Type of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. 848 p.

Skvortsov, M. L. (ed.). 1994. Kul tura Chuvashskogo kraya. Chast’I: Uchebnoe posobie [The Culture
of the Chuvash Region. Part I: Textbook]. Cheboksary: Chuvash Publishing House. 350 p.

Vasina, T. A. 2012. Gornozavodskoe naselenie (konec XVIII — nachalo XX veka) [The Mining
Population (the End of the 18" — the Early 20" Century). In Udmurtskaya Respublika: istoriko-
etnograficheskie ocherki [Udmurt Republic: Historical and Ethnographic Essays], ed. by
A. E. Zagrebin. Izhevsk: UIIAL UrO RAS. 131-138.

Zavaryukhin, N. V. 1993. Ocherki po istorii mordovskogo kraya perioda feodalizma [Essays on the
History of the Mordovian Region During the Period of Feudalism]. Saransk: Publishing House
of the Mordovia University. 294 p.



	_Hlk145747394
	_Hlk135595012
	_Hlk136451622
	_Hlk132553097
	_Hlk133954431
	_Hlk136451813
	_Hlk136451923
	_Hlk157253095

