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RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF THE KOBAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
CULTURE TRIBES IN THE LIGHT OF PETROGLYPHS

The article examines the religious ideas of the ancient tribes — bearers of the Koban 
archaeological culture based on the interpretation of the semantics of ancient sym-
bols, reflected in bronze sculpture and petroglyphs of that era. The rich archaeologi-
cal material (settlements, burial grounds, numerous figurines of people and animals, 
religious objects) makes it possible to objectively reconstruct the spiritual culture of 
the population of the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages of the northern Caucasus. The 
work presents a petroglyph found near the Kharkaroy village, located in the southeast 
of Chechnya. A copy of this petroglyph was first published in a somewhat distorted 
form by V. P. Kobychev in 1973 without explanation or comment. Its complex plot 
composition based on two swastikas, allows us to significantly expand the under-
standing of the spiritual culture of the Koban tribes. The swastika is interpreted by the 
author as a model of the universe in the beliefs of the population of the Late Bronze 
and Early Iron Ages. Based on his interpretation of the religious views of the “Koban 
people,” he argues they are more complex than considered before. The abundance 
of solar symbols in the Koban culture suggests the central role of the sun cult in the 
system of beliefs of the Koban tribes, just like in the later population of the North Cau-
casus. The study is methodologically based on general historical, ethnographic and 
archaeological methods, adequate for the studied material.
Keywords: Koban archaeological culture, religion, cults, structure of the universe, 
petroglyphs, amulets, solar symbols, bronze figurines, swastika, Chechens
Author info: Iliasov, Lecha M. — Ph.D. in Philology, Ph.D. student, the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and An-
thropology (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: lechailyasov@gmail.com OR-
CID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8824-4303
For citation: Iliasov, L. M. 2024. Religious Ideas of the Koban Archaeological 
Culture Tribes in the Light of Petroglyphs. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antro-
pologii) 1: 127–137.

References
Bagaev, M. H. 1973. Rannesrednevekovye pticevidnye blyahi iz Dajskogo mogil’nika [Early 

Medieval Bird-Shaped Plaques from the Dai Burial Ground]. In Kavkaz i Vostochnaya 
Evropa v drevnosti [Caucasus and Eastern Europe in Antiquity], ed. by R. M. Munchaev and 
V. I. Markovin. Moscow: Nauka. P. 200–205.

Bagdasarov, R. 2005. Mistika ognennogo kresta [Mysticism of the Fiery Cross]. Moscow: Veche. 400 p.
Dzhanberidze, N. and I. Tsitsishvili. 1996. Arkhitekturnye pamiatniki Gruzii [Architectural 

Monuments of Georgia]. Moscow: Stroiizdat. 376 p.
Golan, A. 1993. Mif i simvol [Myth and Symbol]. Saint Petersburg: Russlit Publ. 375 p.
Iliasov, L. 2014. Petroglify Chechni [Petroglyphs of Chechnya]. Grozny: Izdatel’stvo Chechenskogo 

universiteta. 315 p.



Iliasov, L. M.  Religious Ideas of the Koban Archaeological Culture Tribes... 33

Iliasov, L. M. 2021. Teni vechnosti. Chechentsy: material’naia kul’tura, istoriia, dukhovnye traditsii 
[Shadows of Eternity: Chechens: Material Culture, History, Spiritual Traditions]. Moscow: 
IEA RAN. 456 p.

Kobychev, V. P. 1973. Iazyk est’ nem [The language is Dumb]. Sovetskaia etnografiia 4: 149–159.
Kozenkova, V. I. 1996. Kul’turno-istoricheskie protsessy na Severnom Kavkaze v epokhu pozdnei bronzy i 

v rannem zheleznom veke (Uzlovye problemy proiskhozhdeniia i razvitiia kobanskoi kul’tury) [Cultural 
and Historical Processes in the North Caucasus in the Late Bronze Age and in the Early Iron Age 
(Nodal Problems of the Origin and Development of the Koban Culture)]. Moscow: Nauka. 162 p.

Kozenkova, V. I. 2001. Poselok-ubezhishche kobanskoi kul’tury u aula Serzhen’-Iurt v Chechne kak 
istoricheskii istochnik (Severnyi Kavkaz) [The Settlement-Refuge of the Koban Culture Near the 
Village of Serzhen-Yurt in Chechnya as a Historical Source (North Caucasus)]. Moscow: Nauka. 198 p.

Kozenkova, V. I. 2017. Specifika duhovnogo mira kobanskih plemen [Specificity of the Spiritual 
World of the Koban Tribes]. Moscow: Nauka. 114 p.

Krivitskii, V. I. 2012. Religioznye predstavleniia naseleniia Severnogo Kavkaza v epokhu pozdnei 
bronzy i rannego zheleza po pamiatnikam prikladnogo iskusstva [Religious Representations 
of the Population of the North Caucasus in the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age on the 
Monuments of Applied Arts). Saint Petersburg: Poltorak. 85 p.

Krupnov, E. I. 1960. Drevniaia istoriia Severnogo Kavkaza [Ancient History of the North Caucasus]. 
Moscow: Nauka. 518 p.

Madaeva, Z. A. 1990. Narodnye kalendarnye prazdniki vainakhov [Folk Calendar Holidays of the 
Vainakhs]. Grozny: “Kniga”. 89 p.

Markovin, V. I. 1980. Pamiatniki zodchestva v gornoi Chechne (po materialam issledovanii 1957 — 
1965 gg.) [Architectural Monuments in Mountainous Chechnya (Based on Research Data 
Collected in 1957 to 1965)]. In Severnyi Kavkaz v drevnosti i v srednie veka [The North Caucasus 
in Antiquity and the Middle Ages], ed. by V. I. Markovin. Moscow: Nauka. P. 184–271.

Moshinskii, A. P. 2018. Kobanskie pintadery V–VI v. do n.e. iz poseleniia Sauar v gornoi Digorii 
[Koban Pintaders V–VI c. BC from the Settlement of Sauar in the Mountainous Digoria]. In 
Kavkaz v sisteme kul’turnykh sviazei Evrazii v drevnosti i srednevekov’e. XXX “Krupnovskie 
chteniia’. Materialy mezhdunarodnoi nauchnoi konferentsii. Karachaevsk, 22–29 aprelia 
2018 g. [Caucasus in the System of Cultural Ties of Eurasia in Antiquity and the Middle 
Ages. 30th “Krupnov Readings”. The Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference. 
Karachaevsk, April 22–29, 2018], ed. by U. Yu. Kochkarov. Karachaevsk. P. 234–236.

Munchaev, R. M. 1963. Lugovoi mogil’nik (Issledovaniia 1956–1957 gg.) [Lugovoi Burial Ground 
(Studies 1956–1957)] In Drevnosti Checheno-Ingushetii [Antiquities of Chechen-Ingushetia], 
ed. by E. I. Krupnov. Moscow: Nauka. P. 139–211.

Musaev, T. A. and N. F. Musaeva. 2012. Semantika kul’tovykh izobrazhenii v drevnei i srednevekovoi 
kul’ture gornogo Dagestana [Semantics of Cult Images in the Ancient and Medieval Culture of 
Mountainous Dagestan]. Makhachkala: Aleph.183 p.

Sagona, A. G. 2018. The Archaeology of the Caucasus: From the Earliest Settlements to the Iron 
Age. New York: Cambridge University Press. 541 p.

Smirnova, G. R. 1979. Kobanskie analogii nekotorykh petroglifov Checheno-Ingushetii [Koban 
Analogies of Some Petroglyphs of Checheno-Ingushetia]. In Arkheologiia i voprosy etnicheskoi istorii 
Severnogo Kavkaza [Archeology and Issues Related to the Ethnic History of the North Caucasus], 
ed. by V. B. Vinogradov. Grozny: Checheno-Ingushskoe knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. P. 131–135.

Umarov, S. Ts. 1976. O poseleniiakh i nekotorykh osobennostiakh sotsial’no-ekonomicheskogo 
razvitiia gornoi Checheno-Ingushetii epokhi pozdnego srednevekov’ia [On Settlements and 
Some Features of the Socio-Economic Development of Mountainous Checheno-Ingushetia 
of the Late Middle Ages] In Arkheologo-etnograficheskii sbornik [Archaeological and 
Ethnographic Collection], ed. by V. B. Vinogradov. Vol. III. Grozny: Checheno-Ingushskoe 
knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. P. 160–193.

Wilson, T. 2008. Istoriia svastiki s drevneishikh vremen do nashikh dnei [The History of the Swastika 
from Ancient Times to the Present Day]. Nizhnii Novgorod: Izdatel’stvo “Kniga’. 528 p.


	_Hlk145747394
	_Hlk135595012
	_Hlk136451622
	_Hlk132553097
	_Hlk133954431
	_Hlk136451813
	_Hlk136451923
	_Hlk157253095

