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FROM HISTORICAL MEMORY TO SPORT PRACTICE: 
EUROPEAN MEDIEVAL ARMOUR AND WEAPONS 

REPRODUCTION IN THE MATERIAL CULTURE OF HISTORICAL 
MEDIEVAL BATTLES MOVEMENT

The article is devoted to the phenomenon within the movement of medieval histori-
cal reenactment — historical medieval battles (HMB) — a full-contact sports disci-
pline and the community that has developed around it. HMB involves sport combats 
using copies of armour and weapons of the 14th–15th centuries. To date HMB has 
not received wide coverage in the research literature. Using their own field experi-
ence of participant observation since 2017, the author gives a brief description of 
the phenomenon and touches on various aspects of the material culture of the com-
munity under study: the use of replicas of European medieval weapons for actual 
sports needs, practical settings and innovations in manufacturing technologies that 
affect the independent internal evolution of the HMB «world of objects». The ma-
terial culture has been influenced by many factors, including the values developed 
by the reenactors community, the differences between the original medieval combat 
technique and the realities of our time, the personal motivations of fighters and the 
21st century safety standards. The analysis of the HMB community customs allows to 
make a number of preliminary remarks about the specific HMB approach to histori-
cal memory and artefacts of the past, which require further theoretical development.
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