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DANCE AS AMEMORY. THE CASE OF IRELAND

Since memory itself is a complex phenomenon and all its diversity is inherent to
humankind, this research is going to focus on dance as a way of its transmission.
The objective of this paper is to show that dance can also serve as a means of
conveying memory of the past. The latter can be transmitted to the next generation
in the form of a choreographic performance, becoming a kind of living lesson of
history, which is also embodies. This resonates with the idea of Paul Connerton
(1989) that images of the past are memorized through ritual performances that are
«storedy in the body s memory. At the same time, dance, due to the freedom of artistic
interpretation, becomes an effective method of living and experiencing the past.
Among the key factors significant for the Irish context two main groups of events can
be identified. The events of the first group are of the political and national level: the
experience of the Great Famine, the massive emigration of the mid-19th century, the
years of the British occupation, the influence of Catholic doctrines on all spheres of
life (including recreational). The historical traumatic experiences of the past also
leave an imprint on a seemingly unrelated dance culture, and sometimes become a
consolidating factor for the Irish themselves. The second group consists of events
dancing history itself. However, on closer examination all of them prove to be the
products of certain historical eras. At the same time, dance, thanks to the freedom of
artistic interpretation, becomes an effective method of living and experiencing the
past. The analysis of modern artistic interpretations of events of the past in the form
of choreographic productions is also a method of their actualization.

Keywords.: memory, Irish dance, actualization of the past, tradition

Author info: Glazovskaya, Alexandra A. — Ph.D. student, the Russian Academy
of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology
(Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: a.glazovskaya@iea.ras.ru ORCID ID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9823-5160

For citation: Glazovskaya, A. A. 2024. Dance as a Memory. The Case of Ireland.
Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 1: 71-88.

References
Brennan, H. 2001. The Story of Irish Dance. Brandon: Dingle, Co. Kerry. 363 p.

Buck-Pavlick, H. 2021. Examining the Book: How Perception, Power, and Practice Altered Mem-
ory of Irish Ceili Dances. Journal of Music and Dance 11(1): 1-9. https://doi.org/10.5897/
JMD2020.0082

Burgin, E. 2011. Embodied Culture: An Exploration of Irish Dance through Trauma Theory. Ph.D.
diss., Brigham Young University.

Cleave, P. 2014. Memory, Body and Dance: A Review of Literature. Te Kaharoa 7(1): 25-62 p.

https://doi.org/10.24135/tekaharoa.v7il.46
Connerton, P. 1989. How Societies Remember. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 121 p.



mailto:a.glazovskaya@iea.ras.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9823-5160
https://doi.org/10.5897/JMD2020.0082
https://doi.org/10.5897/JMD2020.0082
https://doi.org/10.24135/tekaharoa.v7i1.46

16 Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) Ne 1, 2024

Cullinane, J. 1998. Aspects of the History of Irish Céili Dancing, 1897—1997. Cork City: John P.
Cullinane. 80 p.

Fuchs, T. 2017. Collective Body Memories. In Embodiment, Enaction, and Culture: Investigating
the Constitution of the Shared World, ed. by C. Durt, T. Fuchs and C. Tewes. Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, London: The MIT Press. 333-352.

Hobsbawm, E. and T. Ranger. 1983. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. 320 p.

Lebedeva, G. V. 2005. Pamyat’ i zabvenie kak fenomeny kul tury [Memory and Oblivion as Phe-
nomena of Culture]. Ph.D. diss., A. M. Gorky Ural State University.

Likhachev, D. S. 2006. Pis’mo sorokovoe. O pamjati [Letter Fortieth. About the Memory]. In
Likhachev, D. S. Pis 'ma o dobrom [Letters about the Good]. Moscow: Nauka. 170 p.

McNeill, W. 1995. Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Human History. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press. 216 p.

Nora, P. 1999. Problematika mest pamjati [Sites of Memory]. In Nora, P. et al. Franciya-pamyat’
[France-Memory]. Saint Petersburg: Izdatel’stvo Saint Petersburg universiteta. 17-50.

Wulff, H. 2005. Memories in Motion: The Irish Dancing Body. Body & Society 11(4): 45-62.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1357034X 05058019



https://doi.org/10.1177/1357034X05058019

	_Hlk145747394
	_Hlk135595012
	_Hlk136451622
	_Hlk132553097
	_Hlk133954431
	_Hlk136451813
	_Hlk136451923
	_Hlk157253095

