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MYTHOLOGIZATION OF THE LANDSCAPE IN THE MARI
PEOPLE’S NOTIONS ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY. IMAGES OF
HEROES IN COMMEMORATIVE PRACTICES

In this article the author scrutinizes the memorative landscape of the regions where
Mari people live, associated with stories about local legend heroes, namely the sym-
bolic places of their burials, marked in the natural landscape by monuments. The
paper aims to investigate the role of ethno-cultural activism in the retransmission
of heroic images of Mari folklore and the creation of mythological heritage. The
article describes the commemorative and sacred practices associated with the ob-
Jects of mythologized history and the “biographies” of its heroes. According to the
author, these phenomena play an important role in local identity, historical memory
and the “construction” of the heritage among local groups of the Mari popula-
tion. Moreover, some heroic images are perceived by locals as sacred. The author
approaches the study of the cultural landscape based on the concept of cultural
heritage and the pragmatics of folklore, and the semiotic approach to the study of
mythological plots. The article is based on the author’s field materials collected
individually in the Republic of Mari El and the Kirov Region in 2017-2021, and
during the expedition of the Department of Ethnology of the History Faculty of the
Lomonosov Moscow State University in 2017.

Keywords: cultural heritage, patyr, memorial object, cultural landscape, Chotkar,
Pashkan-Keremet, Akpatyr, Boltush, Mari folklore, sacred landscape

Author info: Ustyantsev, Herman Yu. — Ph.D. in History, Assistant in the
Department of Ethnology, Faculty of History, the Lomonosov Moscow State
University (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: ustyan-93@mail.ru ORCID ID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0655-312

For citation: Ustyantsev, H. Yu. 2024. Mythologization of the Landscape in the
Mari People’s Notions about Local History. Images of Heroes in Commemorative
Practices. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) 1: 54-70.

References

Aksenova, M. Yu., V. N. Fedorov and A. K. Idiatullov. 2018. Geografiya sakral’nyh lokusov so-
cial’no-kul’turnyh landshaftov v polietnichnom regione (na primere Simbirsko-Ul’yanovskogo
Povolzh’ya) [Geography of Sacred Loci of Socio-Cultural Landscapes in a Polyethnic Region
(On the Example of the Simbirsk-Ulyanovsk Volga Region)]. Rossijskij gumanitarnyj zhurnal
7(3): 207-216. https://doi.org/10.15643/libartrus-2018.3.3

Aleksandrov, V. S. and V. M. Salahiev. 2019. Prazdnichnaya i bytovaya kul tura marijcev, udmur-
tov, tatar Malmyzhskogo rajona Kirovskoj oblasti [Festive and Everyday Culture of the Mari,



mailto:ustyan–93@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0655-312
https://doi.org/10.15643/libartrus-2018.3.3

Ustyantsev, H. Yu. Mythologization of the Landscape in the Mari People’s... 13

Udmurts, Tatars of the Malmyzhsky District of the Kirov Oblast’]. Malmyzh: MKUK Malmy-
zhskaya CB. 68 p.

Balyberdin, A. 2007. K voprosu o proiskhozhdenii «Povesti o strane Vyatskoj» [On the Question of
the Origin of the “Tale of the Vyatka Country]. In Biblioteka kak kul turno-istoricheskij ob "ekt:
Tradicii i tendencii razvitiya, social nye funkcii. Materialy nauchnoj konferencii [Library as
a Cultural and Historical Object: Traditions and Trends of Development, Social Functions.
Proceedings of the Scientific Conference. Kirov, December 18-19, 2007]. Kirov: A. I. Herzen
Kirov State Universal Regional Scientific Library. 215 p.

Bendix, R. 2018. Culture and Value. Tourism, Heritage, and Property. Bloomington: Indiana Uni-
versity Press. 296 p.

Berezkin, Yu. E. and E. N. Duvakin. 1993. Tematicheskaja klassifikacija i raspredelenie fol'klor-
no-mifologicheskih motivov po arealam. Analiticheskij katalog [Thematic Classification and
Distribution of Folklore and Mythological Motifs by Areas. Analytical Catalog]. https://ruthe-
nia.ru/folklore/berezkin/

Chernyh, S. Y. 1995. Slovar’ marijskih lichnyh imen. Marij ew l[ym-vlak muter. [Dictionary of Mari
Personal Names. Mari err [ym-vlak Muter]. Joshkar-Ola: Izdatel’stvo MarGU. 236 p.

Chetkarev, K. A. 1940. O marijskih predaniyah i legendah [About the Mari Legends and Historical
Legends]. In Trudy MarNIL Vol. II: Voprosy istorii, yazyka, literatury i fol ’klora mari [Proceed-
ings of the Mari Research Institute of Socialist Culture. Vol. II: Issues of Mari History, Language,
Literature and Folklore], ed. by K. A. Chetkarev. Joshkar-Ola: Izdatel’stvo MarNII. 150—179.

Dewsbury, J.-D. and P. Cloke. 2009. Spiritual Landscapes: Existence, Performance, and Immanence.
Social and Cultural Geography 10(6): 695-711. https://doi.org/10.1080/14649360903068118

Efremova, D. Yu. and G. Yu. Ust’yancev. 2020. Bog, duh i d’yavol. Status i obraz keremeta v
sovremennom marijskom fol’klore [God, Spirit and Devil. The Status and Image of Keremet
in Modern Mari Folklore]. Tradicionnaya kul tura 21(1): 114—123. https://doi.org/10.26158/
TK.2020.21.1.008

Fetishcheva, E. 2003. Tajny Boltushinoj gory [Secrets of Boltushina Mountain]. In Poltysh —
knyaz’ cheremisskij. Malmyzhskij kraj. Sbornik [Poltysh — a Cheremish Prince. Malmyzhskiy
Krai. Collection of Articles], ed. by L. Shemier (V. N. Kozlov). Joshkar-Ola: Marijskij Poligraf-
kombinat. 233-235.

Hobsbawm, E. 1983. Introduction: Inventing Traditions. In The Invention of Tradition, ed. by
E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger. Cambridge: Cambridge university press. 1-14.

Hudyaev, A. S. 2015. «Sakral’noe prostranstvo» i «sakral’naya geografiya» kak semioticheskie
koncepty [“Sacred Space” and “Sacred Geography” as Semiotic Concepts]. Chelovek. Kul tura.
Obrazovanie 3(17): 90-101.

Hudyakov, M. G. 2003a. Istoriya pokoreniya Malmyzhskogo kraya [The History of the Conquest
of the Malmyzhsky Region]. In Poltysh — knyaz’ cheremisskij. Malmyzhskij kraj. Sbornik [Pol-
tysh — a Cheremish Prince. Malmyzhskiy Krai. Collection of Articles], ed. by L. Shemier
(V. N. Kozlov). Joshkar-Ola: Marijskij Poligrafkombinat. 72—74.

Hudyakov, M. G. 2003b. Legendy o mogile marijskogo knyazya Boltusha [Legends about the grave
of the Mari Prince Boltush]. In Poltysh — knyaz’ cheremisskij. Malmyzhskij kraj. Sbornik [Pol-
tysh — a Cheremish Prince. Malmyzhskiy Krai. Collection of Articles], ed. by L. Shemier
(V. N. Kozlov). Joshkar-Ola: Marijskij Poligrafkombinat. 209-224.

Knott, K. 2010. Religion, Space and Place: The Spatial Turn in Research on Religion. Religion and
Society: Advances in Research 1: 29—43. https://doi.org/10.3167/arrs.2010.010103

Kuznetsov, S. K. 2003. Chetyre dnya u cheremis” vo vremya syurema [Four days at Cheremis
during the Surem]. In Poltysh — knyaz’ cheremisskij. Malmyzhskij kraj. Sbornik [Poltysh — a
Cheremish Prince. Malmyzhskiy Krai. Collection of Articles], ed. by L. Shemier (V. N. Ko-
zlov). Joshkar-Ola: Marijskij Poligrafkombinat. 305-372.

Lidov, A. M. 2006. Ierotopiya. Sozdanie sakral ’nyh prostranstv kak vid tvorchestva i predmet istorich-
eskogo issledovaniya [Hierotopia. Creation of Sacred Spaces as a Kind of Creativity and Subject



https://ruthenia.ru/folklore/berezkin/
https://ruthenia.ru/folklore/berezkin/
https://doi.org/10.1080/14649360903068118
https://doi.org/10.26158/TK.2020.21.1.008
https://doi.org/10.26158/TK.2020.21.1.008
https://doi.org/10.3167/arrs.2010.010103

14 Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii) Ne 1, 2024

of Historical Research]. In Sozdanie sakral 'nyh prostranstv v Vizantii i Drevnej Rusi [Creation of
Sacral Spaces in Byzantium and Ancient Russia]. Moscow: Progress-Tradiciya. 9—31.

Magnitskii, V. K. 1892. Predanie o Pashkan Keremete [The Legend about Pashkan Keremet]. In
Privolzhskie goroda i seleniya v Kazanskoj gubernii [Volga Towns and Villages in Kazan Prov-
ince]. Kazan’. 205-218.

Penkova, M. V. 2012. K istorii publikacij marijskoj neskazochnoj prozy (XVIII — nachale XX vv.)
[On the History of Publications of Mari Non-fairy Prose (18"—early 20" centuries]. Ezhegodnik
finno-ugorskih issledovanij 1: 20-28.

Seleznev, A. G. and 1. A. Seleznev. 2015. Novye praktiki osvoeniya kul’turnogo landshafta:
sakral’nye prostranstva epohi postmoderna [New Practices of Cultural Landscape Develop-
ment: Sacred Spaces of the Postmodern Era]. In Etnografiva Altaya i sopredel nyh territorij
[Ethnography of Altai and Adjacent Territories. Proceedings of the International Scientific and
Practical Conferece]. Barnaul: Altajskij gosudarstvennyj universitet. Vol. 9. 156—161.

Smirnov, 1. N. 2014. Cheremisy. Istoriko-etnograficheskij ocherk. Stat’i. [Cheremis: Historical and
Ethnographic Essay. Articles], ed. by L. Shemjer (V. N. Kozlov). Joshkar-Ola: «U vij (Molo-
daya sila)». 304 p.

Shnirelman, V. A. 2014. Mesta sily: konstruirovanie sakral’nogo prostranstva. Vvedenie k diskussii
[Places of Power: The Construction of Sacred Space. Introduction to the Discussion]. Etnogra-
ficheskoe obozrenie 5: 3-9.

Shnirelman, V. A. 2015. Konstruirovanie istoricheskogo naslediya — sluchaj Arkaima [Construct-
ing Historical Heritage — The Case of Arkaim]. Sibirskie istoricheskie issledovaniya 2: 53—65.
https://doi.org/10.17223/2312461X/8/4

Shutova, N. 1. 2001. Dohristianskie kul tovye pamyatniki v udmurtskoj religioznoj tradicii: Opyt kom-
pleksnogo issledovaniya [Pre-Christian Cult Monuments in the Udmurt Religious Tradition: Experi-
ence of Complex Research]. Izhevsk: Udmurtskij institut istorii, yazyka i literatury UrO RAN. 304 p.

Sitnikov, K. 1. 2006. Slovar’ marijskoj mifologii. Tom 1. Bogi, duhi, geroi. [Dictionary of Mari my-
thology. Vol. 1. Gods, spirits, heroes]. Joshkar-Ola: MPIK. 160 p.

Svechnikov, S. K. 2003. Kommentarii k rabote M. G. Hudyakova «Istoriya pokoreniya Malmy-
zhskogo» [Comments on the Work of M. G. Khudyakov “The History of the Conquest of the
Malmyzhsky”]. In Poltysh — knyaz’ cheremisskij. Malmyzhskij kraj. Sbornik [Poltysh — a
Cheremish Prince. Malmyzhskiy Krai. Collection of Articles], ed. by L. Shemier (V. N. Ko-
zlov). Joshkar-Ola: Marijskij Poligrafkombinat. 225-230.

Tojdybekova, L. S. 2007. Marijskaja mifologija [Mari Mithology]. Joshkar-Ola. 309 p.

Toulouze, E. and L. Vallikivi. 2016. The Sacred Places of the Bashkortostan Udmurt. Ezhegodnik
finno-ugorskikh issledovanii 10(3): 146—155.

Ustyancev, G. Yu. 2023. Geroicheskie motivy v fol’klorizirovannom proshlom marijcev. Onar kak
mifologicheskij portret etnicheskoj identichnosti [Heroic Motives in the Folklorized Past of the
Mari People. Onar as a Mythological Portrait of Ethnic Identity]. Herald of Anthropology (Vest-
nik Antropologii) 1: 88—101. https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2023-1/88-101

Yantemir, M. N. 1926. Opisanie Maroblasti. Vyp. 3: Zvenigovskij kanton: (s prilozheniem spiska
naselennyh punktov kantona) [Description of the Maroblast. Issue 3: Zvenigovsky Canton: (With
the Appendix of the List of Settlements of the Canton)]. Krasnokokshajsk: UMS Marobono. 65 p.



https://doi.org/10.17223/2312461X/8/4
https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2023-1/88-101

	_Hlk145747394
	_Hlk135595012
	_Hlk136451622
	_Hlk132553097
	_Hlk133954431
	_Hlk136451813
	_Hlk136451923
	_Hlk157253095

