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RUSYNS OF GALICIA THROUGH THE EYES OF RUSSIAN
VISITORS (1914-1917)

The article, based on a wide circle of relevant sources, shows how Russian visitors
perceived and described Rusyns of Galicia during its occupation by Russian troops
in WWI. The beginning of the war gave many Russian citizens, who almost had not
known this region previously, an opportunity to contact with its East Slavic inhab-
itants. The experience of communication with Rusyns showed that Russian author-
ities and right-wing journalism's slogans about «purely Russian» nature of Galicia
and its inhabitants did not correspond to reality. Everyday life, appearance and
language of Rusyns caused strict associations not with Russians in general but with
Malorus people in particular. Uniate worship service was markedly different to the
Orthodox one, and the loyalty of local people to Russian authorities raised doubts.
Rusyns were especially not trusted by the military, especially after Russian failures
on the Southwestern Front in the summer of 1915.
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