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MUSEUM COLLECTION AS A SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE ON 
THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF EVERYDAY LIFE OF THE FEMALE 

BOLSHEVIK ELITE IN THE 1920–1930S.

The study of material artifacts in museum collections in order to identify typical pat-
terns in the everyday life of a certain social stratum, until recently, did not concern 
the narrow stratum of the party elite that formed after the victory of the Bolsheviks 
in 1917. The article aims to fill this gap. Analyzing artifacts from the funds of the 
memorial museum „The office and apartment of V. I. Lenin in the Kremlin“ (now 
stored in the Leninsky Gorki Museum in the Moscow region), the authors recon-
struct the life, habits and lifestyle of women who surrounded the leader of the party 
and the state in the first years of Soviet power. The analysis of behavioral practices, 
their functioning, the taste preferences of N. K. Krupskaya, M. I. Ulyanova and their 
associates, led to the conclusion that their behavioral modes are weakly separated 
from the modus vivendi of the social stratum of their origin, despite all the state-
ments about the construction of „the new life“.
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