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THE CONTRADICTORY ETHNO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES
IN BASHKORTOSTAN (1979-2020)

The article, based on population census data, reveals the dynamics of changes in the
number of ethnic groups in the Republic of Bashkortostan at the turn of the 20th-2 1st
centuries. The ethnic identity of the population of the Western and North-Western
districts has been a subject of disputes for more than 40 years in Bashkortostan.
According to the population censuses of 1979 and 2002, Bashkirs prevail in these
areas, while the censuses of 1989 and 2010 reflect the prevalence of Tatars. The
absolute majority of the local population in these areas consider Tatar their native
language. In this article we attempted to analyze the ethno-demographic and eth-
no-linguistic situation in the republic by the areas of compact settlement of the Tatar
and Bashkir population. A part of the population of the Western and North-Western
districts of Bashkortostan at the beginning of the 20th century considered Tatar their
native language, although the census materials registered them as ethnic Bashkirs.
The 1989 census, which took place in the late Soviet period, showed a significant
increase in the number of Tatars in Bashkortostan. However, the first post-Soviet
census of 2002 showed the growth of 357 thousand people in Bashkir population,
with a significant reduction in the Tatar population in the republic, which, caused
some controversy over its results. The article presents these paradoxes of recent
censuses in the context of districts by areas of compact settlement of ethnic Bashkirs
and Tatars for the most complete disclosure of the ongoing trends. This allowed for
a more objective understanding of the essence of these ethno-demographic process-
es in Bashkortostan. The study also revealed the ethno-demographic changes taking
place in the cities of the republic, and, consequently, in the Bashkir-Tatar popula-
tion in them in the light of the last census of 2020.

Authors Info: Safin, Fail G. — Doctor of History, Professor, Chief Researcher,
Head of the Department of Ethnopolitology, Institute of Ethnological Studies named
after R. G. Kuzeev— the Russian Academy of Sciences Ufa Federal Research Cen-
ter; Professor of the Department of Philosophy, History and Social Engineering, Ufa
State Petroleum Technical University (Russian Federation, Ufa). E-mail: failsafin@
mail.ru ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4862-1386

Kulsharipov, Fanil R. — postgraduate student of the Department of Ethnopolitol-
ogy, the Institute of Ethnological Research named after R. G. Kuzeev — the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences Ufa Federal Research Center (Russian Federation, Ufa).
E-mail: hitry88@gmail.com

Skogorev, Sergey V. — Postgraduate student of the Department of Ethnopolitol-
ogy, the Institute of Ethnological Research named after R. G. Kuzeev — the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences Ufa Federal Research Center (Russian Federation, Ufa).
E-mail: svsko@yandex.ru



mailto:failsafin@mail.ru
mailto:failsafin@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4862-1386
mailto:hitry88@gmail.com
mailto:svsko@yandex.ru

For citation: Safin, F. G., F. R. Kulsharipov and S. V. Skogorev. 2023. The Contra-
dictory of Ethnodemographic Processes in Bashkortostan (1979-2020). Herald of
Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 3: 319-337.

Funding: The study was carried out as a part of the research plan of
the Russian Academy of Sciences Ufa Federal Research Center, project
Ne AAAA-A21-121012290085-3.

References

Bajmuhametova, G. R., F. G. Safin and A. 1. Fathutdinova. 2014. Osobennosti etnodemografich-
eskikh protsessov v Respublike Bashkortostan [Peculiarities of Ethno-demographic Processes in
the Republic of Bashkortostan (1989—2002)]. Ufa, IEI UNC RAS. 144 p.

Bogoiavl’enskii, D. 2008. Vse li rossiiskie narody verno poschitali? [Were All the Russian Peoples
Counted Correctly?] Demoskop Weekly. Elektronnaya versiya byulletenya Naselenie i obsh-
chestvo. Institut demografii Gosudarstvennogo universiteta— Vysshej shkoly ekonomiki [Dem-
oscope Weekly. Electronic Version of the Bulletin Population and Society. Institute of Demog-
raphy of the State University — Higher School of Economics] 319-320: 4-17. http://www.
demoscope.ru/weekely/2008/0319/tema05.php

Gabdrafikov, I. M. 2021. Perepisi naseleniia v tataro-bashkirskom pogranich’e: politizatsiia etnos-
tatistiki [Population Censuses in the Tatar-Bashkir Borderlands: The Politicization of Ethnosta-
tistics]. Vestnik antropologii 3: 17-23. https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2021-3/17-23

Gabdrafikov, I. M. 2004. Chudovishchnaia fal’sifikatsiia ili genotsid narodov? K itogam perepisi
naseleniia 2002 g. v Bashkirii [Monstrous Falsification or Genocide of Peoples? To the Results
of the 2002 Census in Bashkiria]. Halyk ihtyyary (Volya naroda) 10: 4-5.

Gabdrafikov, I. M., F. G. Safin and A. 1. Fathutdinova. 2013. Etnicheskaia i yazykovaia iden-
tichnosti: paradigmy i paradoksy rezul’tatov perepisei naseleniia (na primere Respubliki
Bashkortostan) [Ethnic and Linguistic Identity: Paradigms and Paradoxes of the Results of
Population Censuses (On the Example of the Republic of Bashkortostan)]. XX vek: itogi pro-
shlogo i problemy nastoyashchego 15(1): 202-208. https://vek21.penzgtu.ru/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/04/2013 15 _1.pdf

Iskhakov, D. M. 2005. Perepis’ 2002 goda v Bashkortostane: istoriko-demograficheskii kommenta-
rii k itogam [The 2002 Census in Bashkortostan: Historical and Demographic Commentary on
the Results]. Kazan: Centr Etnopoliticheskogo Monitoringa. 60 p.

Iskhakov, D. M. 2023. «Tatar stali ne ochen’ liubit’»: tatarstanskii uchenyi — o perepisi naseleniya
i palkakh v kolesa ot Bashkir [“Tatars Have Become Not Very Loved”: the Tatarstan Scientist
About the Census and Spokes in the Wheel from the Bashkirs]. //6.Ru.Kazan onLine. 23.01.23
https://116.ru/text/politics/2023/01/23/71992490

Safin, F. G. 2004. Etnopoliticheskoe razvitie Bashkortostana v XX veke: sotsiolingvisticheskii as-
pekt [Ethnopolitical Development of Bashkortostan in the XX Century: Sociolinguistic Aspect].
Kazan: Magarif. 543 p.

Safin, F. G. 2005. Etnodemograficheskie i etnoiazykovye protsessy v sovremennom Bashkortostane
[Ethno-demographic and Ethno-linguistic Processes in Modern Bashkortostan]. In Russkii ya-
zyk v tiurko-slavyanskikh etnokul turnykh vzaimodeistviyakh [Russian Language in Turkic-Slav-
ic Ethno-cultural Interactions]. Moscow: Starii Sad. P. 102—122.

Tishkov, V. 2016. Pri Rakhimove v perepisi 2002 goda naverniaka ne menee 100 tys. tatar perepisa-
li v bashkiry [Valery Tishkov: Under Rakhimov, in the 2002 Census, at Least 100 Thousand
Tatars Were Probably Rewritten as Bashkirs]. Real noe vremya. September, 22. https://realno-
evremya.ru/articles/43432

Tishkov, V. 2023. Kak menialas’ chislennost’ naseleniia Rossii v poslednie desiatiletiya. Interv’iu
V. A. Tishkova korr. «Rossijskoi gazety» [How the Population of Russia Has Changed in Recent
Decades. Interview with V. A. Tishkov to “Rossiyskaya Gazeta”]. Rossijskaya gazeta— Feder-



http://www.demoscope.ru/weekely/2008/0319/tema05.php
http://www.demoscope.ru/weekely/2008/0319/tema05.php
https://doi.org/10.33876/2311-0546/2021-3/17-23
https://vek21.penzgtu.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2013_15_1.pdf
https://vek21.penzgtu.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2013_15_1.pdf
https://116.ru/text/politics/2023/01/23/71992490
https://realnoevremya.ru/articles/43432
https://realnoevremya.ru/articles/43432

al’nyj vypusk [Rossiyskaya Gazeta— Federal issue]. February 26. No. 41 (8986) https://rucont.
ru/efd/803186

Uraksin, Z. G. 1987. Nekotorye problemy sociologicheskogo izucheniya yazykov [Some Problems
of the Sociological Study of Languages]. In Razvitie obshchestvennyh funkcij bashkirskogo
literaturnogo yazyka [Development of Social Functions of the Bashkir Literary Language], ed.
by E. F. Ishberdin, 3. G. Urazbaeva, 3. G. Uraksin. Ufa: BFAN SSSR. P. 4-16.


https://rucont.ru/efd/803186
https://rucont.ru/efd/803186

