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THE CONTRADICTORY ETHNO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES  
IN BASHKORTOSTAN (1979–2020)

The article, based on population census data, reveals the dynamics of changes in the 
number of ethnic groups in the Republic of Bashkortostan at the turn of the 20th‑21st 
centuries. The ethnic identity of the population of the Western and North‑Western 
districts has been a subject of disputes for more than 40 years in Bashkortostan. 
According to the population censuses of 1979 and 2002, Bashkirs prevail in these 
areas, while the censuses of 1989 and 2010 reflect the prevalence of Tatars. The 
absolute majority of the local population in these areas consider Tatar their native 
language. In this article we attempted to analyze the ethno‑demographic and eth‑
no‑linguistic situation in the republic by the areas of compact settlement of the Tatar 
and Bashkir population. A part of the population of the Western and North‑Western 
districts of Bashkortostan at the beginning of the 20th century considered Tatar their 
native language, although the census materials registered them as ethnic Bashkirs. 
The 1989 census, which took place in the late Soviet period, showed a significant 
increase in the number of Tatars in Bashkortostan. However, the first post‑Soviet 
census of 2002 showed the growth of 357 thousand people in Bashkir population, 
with a significant reduction in the Tatar population in the republic, which, caused 
some controversy over its results. The article presents these paradoxes of recent 
censuses in the context of districts by areas of compact settlement of ethnic Bashkirs 
and Tatars for the most complete disclosure of the ongoing trends. This allowed for 
a more objective understanding of the essence of these ethno‑demographic process‑
es in Bashkortostan. The study also revealed the ethno‑demographic changes taking 
place in the cities of the republic, and, consequently, in the Bashkir‑Tatar popula‑
tion in them in the light of the last census of 2020.
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