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RELIGIOUS SPACE OF KAZAN: IDENTITIES AND PRACTICES
(THE RESULTS OF ETHNOSOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH)

This article seeks to contribute to the trend of studying the confessional space of
large multi-ethnic cities of the Russian Federation. It is based on the ethnosocio-
logical study conducted in Kazan in 2021. The purpose is to analyze the identity
and practices of three numerically predominant social groups in the confession-
al space of Kazan — Muslims, Orthodox and non-believers (atheists). The authors
studied the content of believers’ perception of their confessional identity, described
the dynamics of intra- and inter-confessional relations in the assessments of believ-
ers and non-believers, analyzed the general socio-psychological atmosphere in the
studied groups. It is concluded that the trend towards “peaceful coexistence” of
different worldviews is supported by the growing number of believers who propa-
gate conscious choice of religion and independent coming to faith. It is shown that
non-believers more often speak out against the strengthening role of religion in var-
ious spheres of public and political life. The results may be useful for sociologists,
psychologists, social and cultural anthropologists, political scientists, and bodies in
charge of ethnic and religious policy.
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