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THE EXPLANATORY AND GENERALIZING POTENTIAL  
OF THE TERM “BRICOLAGE” WHEN USED TO HIGHLIGHT 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF SOCIOCULTURAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY

The article shows that the term “Bricolage” has great explanatory and generalizing 
potential that allows us to consider and develop a perfectly reasonable view of the 
original human environment, the original cultural layer, the original forms of mean-
ingful production, sign behavior, thinking, and mythologized consciousness. The use 
of this term is relevant for a wide range of disciplines engaged in the study of human 
nature, society, and culture.
Author Info: Vorontsov, Vladimir A. — Ph.D. in Technical Sciences, Senior Re-
searcher, Kazan Institute of Eurasian and International Researches (Kazan, Russian 
Federation). E-mail: vorontsov.vladimir2010@yandex.ru
For citation: Vorontsov, V. A. 2023. The Explanatory and Generalizing Poten-
tial of the Term “Bricolage” When Used to Highlight Fundamental Problems of 
Sociocultural Anthropology. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 2: 
277–290.

References
Abrahamsson, H. 1954. The Origin of Death. Studies in African Mythology. Uppsala: Studia Eth-

nographica Uppsaliensia. 420 p.
Afanas’ev, A. N. 1983. Drevo zhizni: Izbrannye stat’i [Tree of Life: Selected Articles]. Moscow: 

Sovremennik. 464 p.
Afanas’ev, A. N. 2002. Mify, pover’ia i sueveriia slavian [Myths, Beliefs and Superstitions of the 

Slavs]. Vol. 1. Moscow: Eksmo; Saint- Petersburg: Terra Fantastika, 800 p.
Ageeva, R. A. 2002. Strany i narody: proiskhozhdenie nazvanii [Countries and Peoples: The Origin 

of Names]. Moscow: Armada- press. 320 p.
Bogoraz, V.G. 1900. Materialy po izucheniiu chukotskogo yazyka i fol’klora, sobrannye v kolyms-

kom okruge [Materials on the Study of the Chukchi language and Folklore Collected in the 
Kolyma District]. St. Petersburg: Imperial Academy of Sciences. 417 p.

Braginskaia, N. V. 1992. Nebo [Sky]. In Mify narodov mira. Entsiklopediia [Myths of the World: 
Encyclopedia], ed. by S. A. Tokarev. Vol. 2. Moscow: Sovetskaia Entsiklopediia. 206–208.

Brokgauz, F. A. and I. A. Efron. Entsiklopedicheskii slovar’ [Brockhaus and Efron Encyclopedia], 
ed. by I. A. Efron, 1904, Vol. 79. Saint Petersburg: Semenovskaia tipolitografiia. 487 p.

El’nitskii, L. A. 1962. Drevneishie okeanskie plavaniia [Ancient Ocean Voyages]. Moscow: 
Geografiz. 86 p.

Fasmer, M. 1967. Etimologicheskii slovar’ russkogo iazyka [Etymological Dictionary of the Rus-
sian Language]. Vol. III. Moscow: Progress. 670 p.

Freud, Z. 1994. My i smert’ [Us and Death]. Saint Petersburg: Vostochno- Evropeiskii institut psik-
hoanaliza. 25 p.

Гущина Е. Г. «Читая полотенца»: Русское декоративно- прикладное искусство...



Heidegger, M. 1983. Put’ k iazyku [On the Way to Language]. In Vremia i bytie: Stat’i i vystu-
pleniia [Time and Being: Articles and Speeches], ed. by V. V. Bibikhin. Moscow: Respub-
lika. 279–273.

Karađić, V. S. 1895. Srpske narodne pjesme [Serbian Folk Songs]. Belgrade: Stamparija Kraljevine 
Srbije. Issue 25. 109–117.

Kukhta, M.S. 2010. Istoriia iskusstv [The History of Art]. Tomsk: Izdatel’stvo Tomskogo politekh-
nicheskogo universiteta. 269 p.

Levinton, G.A. 1992. Sviashchennyi brak [Sacred Marriage]. In Mify narodov mira: Entsiklopediia 
[Myths of the World: Encyclopedia], ed. by S. A. Tokarev. Vol. 2. Moscow: Sovetskaya entsik-
lopediia. 422–423.

Lévi- Strauss, C. 1994. Pervobytnoe myshlenie [The Savage Mind]. Moscow: Respublika. 394 p.
Lévy- Bruhl, L. 1994. Sverkh”estestvennoe v pervobytnom myshlenii [Primitives and the Supernat-

ural]. Moscow: Pedagogika- Press. 608 p.
Lindblad, J. 1991. Chelovek — ty, ia i pervozdannyi [Man — You, Me, and the Primordial]. Mos-

cow: Progress. 259 p.
Losev, A.F. 1992. Khaos [Chaos]. In Mify narodov mira: Entsiklopediia [Myths of the World: Ency-

clopedia], ed. by S. A. Tokarev. Vol. II. Moscow: Sovetskaia Entsiklopediia. 579–581.
Makovskii, M. M. 1989. Udivitel’nyi mir slov i znachenii: Illiuzii i paradoksy v leksike i semantike 

[The Amazing World of Words and Meanings: Illusions and Paradoxes in Vocabulary and Se-
mantics]. Moscow: Vysshaia shkola. 200 p.

Morton, A. L. 1956. Angliiskie utopii [English Utopias]. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo inostrannoi litera-
tury. 252 p.

Panzer, F. 1855. Bayerische Sagen und Bräuche: Beitrag zur deutschen Mythologie [Bavarian Leg-
ends and Customs: Contribution to German Mythology]. Vol. 2. München: Cr. Caiser. 592 p.

Postroenie minareta Dervish pasha [Construction of the Dervish Pasha Minaret]. 1989. In Eolova 
arfa: Antologiia ballady [The Aeolian Harp: A Ballad Anthology], ed. by A. A. Gugnina. Mos-
cow: Vysshay shkola. 177–180.

Propp, V. Ya. Istoricheskie korni volshebnoi skazki [Historical Roots of a Fairy Tale]. Leningrad: 
Izdatel’stvo Leningradskogo universiteta. 340 p.

Rigveda. The Rig Veda. 1989–1999. Vol. 1–3. Moscow: Nauka.
Semenov, Yu. I. 1966. Kak vozniklo chelovechestvo [How Humanity Appeared]. Moscow: 

Nauka. 576 p.
Tylor, E. B. 2000. Mif i obriad v pervobytnoi kul’ture [Myth and Ritual in Primitive Culture]. Smo-

lensk: Rusich. 624 p.
Toporov, V. N. 1992. Chisla [Numbers]. In Mify narodov mira: Entsiklopediia [Myths of the World: 

Encyclopedia], ed. by S. A. Tokarev. Vol. II. Moscow: Sovetskaia Entsiklopediia. 629–631.
Vorontsov, V. A. 2012. Genezis iazyka, skazki i mifa v kontekste antropo- sotsio-kul’turogeneza 

[Genesis of Language, Fairy Tales and Myth in the Context of Anthropo- Sociocultural Genesis]. 
Kazan’: Izdatel’stvo Instituta istorii Akademii nauk Respubliki Tatarstan. 415 p.

Vorontsov, V. A. 2023. Genezis cheloveka, obshchestva i razlichnykh fenomenov kul’tury [The Gen-
esis of Man, Society, and Various Cultural Phenomena]. Kazan’: Logos- Press. 320 p.

Wundt, W. 1868. Fiziologiia iazyka [The Physiology of Language]. Saint Petersburg: Izdatel’stvo 
N. M. Limanskogo. 42 p.

Yuan, K. 1987. Mify drevnego Kitaia [Myths of Ancient China]. Moscow: Nauka. 526 p.


